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Poor record 


Leicester’s away league 
record 2016/17 

August 13 

Hull 2 Leicester 1 

A shock opening day loss to 
the newly-promoted Tigers. 

After Adama Diomande 
had put the hosts ahead, 
Riyad Mahrez quickly 
levelled from the penalty 
spot. 

Robert Snodgrass struck 
Hull’s winner to get City’s 
title defence off to a losing 
start. 

September 10 

Liverpool 4 Leicester 1 

Roberto Firmino and Sadio 
Mane put the Reds 2-0 up 
inside 31 minutes. 

Jamie Vardy reduces the 
arrears but another ex-Saint, 
Adam Lallana, makes it 3-1 
on 56 minutes and Firmino 
adds a late fourth. 

September 24 

Man Utd 4 Leicester 1 

Another four-goal 
trouncing, and this time 
Leicester trailed 4-0 after 
only 42 minutes to goals from 
Chris Smalling, Juan Mata, 
Marcus Rashford and Paul 
Pogba. 

Claudio Ranieri responded 
by hauling off both Jamie 
Vardy and Rihad Mahrez, 
to keep them fresh for a 
midweek Champions League 
encounter. 

The Foxes reduced the 
arrears in the second half 
through Demarai Gray as 
United eased off. 

October 15 

Chelsea 3 Leicester 0 

Another comprehensive 
beating on their travels. 

Diego Costa and Eden 
Hazard scored inside the first 
33 minutes and Victor Moses 
completed the scoring 10 
minutes from time. 

October 29 

Tottenham 1 Leicester 1 

The defending champions 
finally picked up their first 
away point of the season at 
White Hart Lane. 

Vincent Janssen puts the 
hosts ahead just before half¬ 
time from the penalty spot, 
with Ahmed Musa levelling 
three minutes into the 
second half. 

November 19 

Watford 2 Leicester 1 

Another miserable start 
to an away game, as the 
Hornets move into a 2-0 lead 
inside 12 minutes. 

Etienne Capoue scores 
in the first minute and 
Roberto Pereyra doubles the 
advantage. 

Riyad Mahrez brings 
Leicester back into 
contention with a 15th 
minute spot-kick, but that’s 
the end of the scoring. 

Continued on facing page 
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2 Oct 2016 - Photo Stuart Martin - Leicester v Saints - Charlie Austin. 


THE defending Premier League 
champions visit St Mary’s this 
weekend. 

In seasons gone by, that has 
meant Manchester United, Chel¬ 
sea, Manchester City or Arsenal 
coming to town. 

Tomorrow, though, it’s Leices¬ 
ter City. 

The most amazing champions 
of English football since Not¬ 
tingham Forest in the late 1970s, 
Leicester’s 2015/16 Premier 
League title triumph - at odds of 
5,000-1 sent shockwaves through¬ 
out the footballing world. 

And it was certainly no fluke 

- they finished a staggering 10 
points ahead of Arsenal, one of 
the biggest margins of victory in 
any Premier League season. 

It was a success which brought 
a smile to the faces of all football¬ 
ing romantics - sensational proof 
that money doesn’t always buy 
success. 

After all, top scorer Jamie Var¬ 
dy had been plucked from non 
league football, while playmaker 
Rihad Mahrez cost just £400,000 

- a paltry sum for a player in to¬ 
day’s cash-rich top flight. 

Both bargain buys were made 
by ex-Saints manager Nigel Pear¬ 
son. 

This season, the Foxes have - 
perhaps unsurprisingly - failed 
to match last term’s unbelievable 
feats. 

Though not exactly embroiled 
in a huge relegation battle at this 
time, boss Claudio Ranieri will 
still be sleeping uncomfortably 
with regards to the club’s league 
position. 

Here, ahead of this weekend’s 
big game, the Sports Pink looks 
at the contrasts between Leices¬ 
ter last season and Leicester this 
season.. 

Jamie Vardy's lack 
of goals 

Vardy has scored just five 
league goals for the Foxes this 
season, in 16 starts plus two sub 
appearances. 

He has only netted once in his 
last 20 club outings - firing a hat- 
trick against Manchester City on 
December 10. 

That contrasts greatly to his 
sensational 2015/16 season. 

By this stage of last term, Vardy 
had netted 15 league goals - in¬ 
cluding establishing a new Pre¬ 
mier League record of scoring in 
11 successive matches. 

The former non league striker 
ended with 24 Premier League 
goals - just one behind Golden 


Boot winner Harry Kane. 

Rihad Mahrez's 
lack of goals 

The Algerian playmaker was 
voted the PFA Player of the Year 
for his remarkable 2015/16 ex¬ 


ploits. 

Apart from scoring 17 times for 
the surprise title winners, he was 
also credited with 11 assists. 

Only four more players - Kane, 
Vardy, Sergio Aguero and Romelu 
Lukaku - scored more among top 
flight players last term. 

And only four - Mesut Ozil, 


Last season Leicester goalkeep¬ 
er Kasper Schmeichel, an ever 
present, only conceded 36 goals in 
38 games. He kept 15 clean sheets. 

This season, Leicester have let 
in 34 goals in their first 21 games. 

Schmeichel has started 13 of the 
games and German Ron-Robert 
Zieler eight. 

Between them, they have only 



Can champions 

By Simon jTJ"j 

Carter _ ' 


Christian Eriksen, Dusan Tadic 
and Dimitri Payet - provided 
more assists. 

This season, it’s been a different 
tale. 

Mahrez has only scored three 
league goals so far, and only pro¬ 
vided two assists. 

Saints won’t have to worry 
about him anyway this weekend. 

He is currently on African Cup 
of Nations duty, starting the tour¬ 
nament by netting both of Alge¬ 
ria’s goals in their 2-2 draw with 
Zimbabwe. 


Defensive woes 
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repeat history? 


More defeats 

Leicester only lost three games 
in the entire 2015/16 Premier 
League season. 

Two of those were to Arsenal, 
including a last minute loss at 
The Emirates, and the other was 
to Liverpool. 

This season, they have lost 10 
out of their first 21 matches. 

When they crashed 3-0 at Chel¬ 
sea on October 15, Claudio Rani- 
eri’s side had already lost more 
matches than in the whole of 
their title-winning campaign. 

Dismal defence 


Leicester are in danger of pro¬ 
ducing the worst title defence in 
Premier League history. 

That unwanted record is cur¬ 
rently held by Chelsea, who could 
only finish 10th last season as the 
Foxes stunned the football world 
by finishing top of the pile. 

Prior to that, Blackburn were 
seventh in 1995/96 after recording 
their only PL victory. 

Back in 1991/92, Leeds United 
were the last champions of the 
old First Division. 

They slipped alarmingly to fin¬ 
ish 17th in the first PL campaign 
of 1992/93, ending just two points 
above the relegation zone. 

Leeds remarkably failed to win 
a single away game, collecting 
just seven points from their 21 
matches. 

At present, Leicester could yet 
equal Leeds’ miserable achieve¬ 
ment. 

They are one of only two clubs 
- Burnley are the other - yet to col¬ 
lect an away win this term, pick¬ 
ing up only three points from 10 
trips. 

Claude Puel will be desperate 
to make sure that stat changes 
to three points from 11 trips at St 
Mary’s this weekend. 


from facing page 

December 3 

Sunderland 2 Leicester 1 

Defeat at Anfield, Old 
Trafford and Stamford 
Bridge is one thing, but a loss 
at the Stadium of Light to 
lowly Sunderland is another 
altogether. 

The Black Cats were given 
a helping hand, Robert Huth 
putting through his own goal 
to give them the lead. 

Jermain Defoe - who else! 

- made it 2-0 before Shinji 
Okazaki set up a tense final 
10 minutes for David Moyes’ 
side. 

December 13 

Bournemouth 1 Leicester 0 

Another away loss for 
Ranieri and co. 

Fresh from a stunning 4-2 
win over Manchester City, 
Leicester conceded the only 
goal to Marc Pugh in the 34th 
minute. 

December 17 

Stoke 2 Leicester 2 

At last, some fighting 
spirit from the defending 
champions. 

After Jamie Vardy was sent 
off on 28 minutes, Stoke took 
control through Bojan Krkic 
(39th minute penalty) and 
Joe Allen (45 mins). 

But the Foxes hit back, 
Leonardo Ulloa netting in 
the 74th minute and Daniel 
Amartey levelling two 
minutes from time. 

January 2 

Mboro 0 Leicester 0 

One of the dullest Premier 
League games of modern 
times, with ex-Saint Gaston 
Ramirez missing a great 
chance to win it for the hosts 
late on. 

• Leicester have won two 
away games this season in 
cup competitions. 

They defeated Club Bruges 
3-0 in a Champions League 
group game, and earlier this 
month surprisingly knocked 
Everton out of the FA Cup. 

Nigerian international 
Ahmed Musa netted both 
goals at Goodison Park, with 
Leicester no doubt relieved 
that his country failed to 
qualify for the current 
African Cup of Nations. 

Musa, a £16.6m signing 
from CSKA Moscow 
last summer, had only 
previously scored twice in 
20 appearances for the Foxes 
prior to dumping Ronald 
Koeman and co out of the FA 
Cup. 



kept five clean sheets in the 
league. 

Schmeichel suffered an injury 
during Leicester’s game with 


Swansea at the end of August, 
Zieler coming on in the 57th min¬ 
ute. 

Zieler let in Swansea’s consola¬ 


tion that day, and also conceded 
16 goals in his eight starts prior to 
Schmeichel regaining his fitness 
and his place. 



The Best of the 
Dutch Bulbfields 

The world’s most beautiful spring garden 
4 days from £259.00,27 April 2017 

The breathtaking colour and floral magic of the world 
famous Keukenhof Gardens, a full day in the lively Dutch 
capital Amsterdam, with its canals and cobblestones, and a 
visit to the Belgian city of Bruges, the delightful Venice of 
the North’, are the highlights of this wonderful break. 
Highlights & inclusions 

• Entrance to Keukenhof Gardens 

• A visit to Amsterdam and picturesque Bruges 

• Three nights’ three-star standard bed and continental 
breakfast hotel accommodation 

• Return coach travel and Channel crossings 

• Escorted by a friendly tour manager 


Reader Offer ^ Newmarket 




Daily Echo 


call 0330 160 7751 [ncs_ 

Visit www.newmarket.travel/ncsl5854 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X. Subject to 
availability. Single supplements apply. Standard phone charges. 


#ABTA 

Travel with confidence 




































































































Saturday, January 21, 2017 


SPORTS PINK 


Howe must 
adapt soon 


PD 

VK 


CHERRIES FOOTBALL 


LEE Dixon says Eddie 
Howe needs to adapt his 
game plan to bring a halt to 
Cherries’ “astonishing” run 
of conceding three goals in 
eight of their past 10 games. 

Dixon, four times an 
English title winner with 
Arsenal, believes Howe is 
paying the price for his rigid 
adherence to an expansive 
style of football. Now an 
authoritative pundit, Dixon 
nevertheless believes this 
period could prove valuable 
in “future England manager” 
Howe’s development. 

Dixon said: “Their recent 
record is astonishing. I’m 
a big fan of Eddie’s and 
the way he’s stuck to his 
principles. But playing an 
expansive game, with your 
full-backs getting wide, 
doesn’t lend itself to keeping 
the ball out of the net. It’s 
coming to pass now that they 
are getting hurt. 

“Coaching the art of 
defending has been left to one 
side a little bit recently. 

“Eddie might be a victim 
of this, playing in a certain 



Eddie Howe 


way - and being encouraged 
to carry on playing that way 
- has put him in a position 
where you can question if he 
is capable of putting a stop 
to it. 

“It looks like they don’t 
have any problem-solvers on 
the pitch in that defensive 
area,” said Dixon. 

“Arsene doesn’t coach 
a back four. He doesn’t 
have the equipment to fix 
that. As players we used to 
take control on the pitch, 
regardless of what Arsene 
was saying. I certainly know 
more about defending than 
Arsene Wenger does. 

“That’s not being big¬ 
headed, I grew up doing it 
seven days a week and he has 
far more things to consider.” 

Dixon says Howe must heed 
the lessons of this testing 
experience. 

“The person this will 
benefit most is Eddie. It 
might be part of his learning 
curve and his education. 

“The ability to adapt and 
change might be what he 
needs to develop.” 


Cherries take sting 


CHERRIES twice recovered from 
a goal behind to draw 2-2 with 
Watford and collect a point that 
sees them stay 11th in the Pre¬ 
mier League. 

A formerly impotent Watford 
grabbed a 24th minute lead when 
Christian Kabasele nodded home 
from close range. 

Joshua King equalised for Cher¬ 
ries three minutes after half-time 
but just as Cherries appeared to 
be gaining a hold on the contest 
Troy Deeney headed home Tom 
Cleverley’s corner to re-establish 
the visitors’ advantage. 

But substitute Benik Afobe’s 
unerring finish with eight min¬ 
utes to play rescued a point for 
Eddie Howe’s side. 

Cherries were slightly the more 
adventurous of the two sides dur¬ 
ing a cagey opening, most of the 
probing coming down a right 
flank patrolled by Adam Smith 
and Junior Stanislas. 

It was from the left, however, 
that the hosts had the first effort 
of any note at goal, Callum Wil¬ 
son unable to apply any convinc¬ 
ing contact on Charlie Daniels’ 
deep ninth-minute delivery and 
sending the ball limping past the 
post. 

That was the catalyst for Cher¬ 
ries to shift through the gears - 
and, four minutes later, Heurelho 
Gomes needed all of his 6ft 3in 
frame to keep his side level. 

Jack Wilshere was afforded the 
freedom of Vitality Stadium to 
lift his head and pick out Ryan 
Fraser’s run into the box. 

The Scot, with his back to the 
target, improvised brilliantly, 
flicking a header that was des¬ 
tined to travel a fraction under¬ 
neath Gomes’ bar, until the back¬ 
pedalling Hornets’ No 1 got the 
faintest of touches to divert it 
over. 

The visitors were either unable 
or curiously unwilling to get close 
to Wilshere. 

One sublime, jinking run car¬ 
ried the attacker all the way into 
the box, where he slipped a pass 
to Wilson. 

The home support collectively 
howled for a penalty as the strik¬ 
er tumbled under pressure from 
Jose Holebas. 

Referee Lee Mason, however, 
took his lead from the player’s 
more half-hearted appeals and 
waved play on. 

Wilshere then took it upon 
himself to have a go at breaking 
the deadlock when he was fed by 
Stanislas 25 yards from goal 

Gomes, though, was once more 
equal to what his opponents could 
throw at him, the keeper diving to 
his right to beat away Wilshere’s 
fizzing effort. 

With Cherries hogging posses¬ 
sion and Watford’s lone frontman 
Stefano Okaka cutting an isolated 
figure the only way the hosts were 
going to concede was if they cut 


their own throats. 

And, on 24 minutes, they did 
just that. 

Fraser blindly fired a pass back 
towards his own goal. Tyrone 
Mings was on hand to avert any 
immediate crisis, turning Oka- 
ka’s eventual right-wing delivery 
behind. 

From the ensuing corner, 
though, Steve Cook’s touch at 
the neat post sent the ball gliding 
across the six-yard box and onto 
the head of Miguel Britos. 

The Uruguayan planted the ball 
back into the middle, leaving an 
unmarked Kabasele to nod the 
ball home. 

The blow of falling behind 
knocked Cherries firmly out of 
their stride, the home team’s at¬ 
tacking cohesion and relative de¬ 
fensive solidity suddenly desert¬ 
ing them. 


Mings could only head Younes 
Kaboul’s long punt as far as Clev- 
erley, who took a touch before 
sending a shot whistling past Ar¬ 
tur Boruc’s right-hand post. 

Gomes did have to get his side 
- and Sebastian Prodl, in particu¬ 
lar - out of jail three minutes be¬ 
fore the break. 

The Austrian passed the ball 
out of defence and straight to 
Stanislas, who promptly cantered 
towards the visitors’ goal. 

The winger’s shot cannoned up 
wickedly off the covering Britos, 
leaving Gomes having to impro¬ 
vise once more to recover and 
claw the ball out from underneath 
his bar. 

Captain for the day Andrew 
Surman then saw a close-range 
effort crash into a defensive body 
after he galloped onto Smith’s 
delivery - intended for Stanislas 


- but it was all rather unconvinc¬ 
ing from the hosts. 

Three minutes after the break, 
however, Cherries were all 
square. 

King scored the goal, but it was 
all about Smith. 

The right back received his 
throw-in back from Stanislas and 
surged in from the flank, nutmeg- 
ging Doucoure on his way. 

When he lifted his head, Smith 
would have seen one black and 
red shirt available to pass to - 
that of King. 

He picked him out expertly and 
the Norwegian swept in a simple 
finish. 

No sooner were they level, then 
Cherries were perilously close to 
slipping behind once more. And 
again, they would have been mas¬ 
ters of their own downfall. 

Surman’s woeful crossfield pass 






Joshua King (centre 
left) celebrates 
scoring his side's 
first goal 










SPORTS PINK 


Saturday, January 21, 2017 


5 


PINK CHERRIES FOOTBALL 


'Stronger' 



Junior pitches 


?Ad lit pitches^! 

Adult: £61.00 


SIDE 


& 


S 


5 A- 


11 


A 




FOOTBALL 


PITCHES 


Member £3 5.00 
Non-Member £40100 
Off/j^ak 9:00^5!o8pm £22.50 


Adult 


Under 13’s: £18.00 


5. 


nae 


s: 


ini 


nder 16’s: £32 


FAWLEY^ GANG WARILY 

PARISH COUNCIL > co*i«»uk>t» er««»«r 


l~fl Gang Warily Recreation Centre 

Newlands Road, Fawley. S045 IGA 
Telephone: 023 8089 3603 
. Email: reception@fawleyparishcouncil.org.uk 
LU www.newforestfitness.co.uk 


LEWIS Cook says he has 
emerged a “stronger player” 
from the three-month injury 
lay-off which put the brakes 
on his embryonic Cherries’ 
career. 

Cook played 62 minutes 
of the Cherries’ Hampshire 
Senior Cup victory at 
Gosport Borough on Tuesday 
and capped his comeback 
with a stunning first-half 
goal. 

The 19-year-old damaged 
an ankle while in action 
for England’s under-20 side 
against Germany in October 
- three months after Eddie 
Howe brought him to Vitality 
Stadium from Leeds in a 
£7million deal. 

Cook said: “Being out 
was tough. I’ve never been 
injured for that length of 
time before but I’ve had great 
support from the club, the 
physios and the players. 

“It was hard but it gave me 
time to work on other things 
physically and I think I’ve 
come back a stronger player. 

“I focused on working hard 
to come back even better and 
I’m ready to try to make my 
mark.” 

Cook’s only league outing 
for the Cherries came on the 
opening day, when he played 
81 minutes of the 3-1 defeat 
by Manchester United. 


out of Hornets... 


was seized on by Holebas. The 
Greek drifted by Surman, des¬ 
perately trying to atone for his 
error, to drill an effort from 20 
yards that Boruc gloved past 
his right-hand post. 

Cherries had a decent pen¬ 
alty shout rejected when the 
ball bounced up and hit Dou- 
coure’s arm, before Fraser 
forced Gomes into his best 
stop of the afternoon. 

Stanislas drove in from the 
right and found Wilshere, 
whose quick feet enabled him 
to wriggle free from Clever- 
ley and supply Fraser on the 
left. 

The Scot took aim, bending a 
shot towards the far post that 
Gomes reached with an out¬ 
stretched right palm to push 
behind. 

Just as the pendulum ap¬ 


peared to be swinging, Wat¬ 
ford restored their lead. 

Deeney adopted a position 
in front of Smith as Cleverley 
lined up a corner from the left. 

The striker didn’t really 
shift, except to jump, as the 
midfielder’s delivery made its 
way towards him, but with 
Boruc ill-advisedly charging 
from his goal and Smith un¬ 
able to get around Deeney’s 
formidable frame, the Hor¬ 
nets’ man’s headed touch car¬ 
ried the ball into the back of 
the net. 

Howe sent on Afobe and Jor¬ 
don Ibe, with Marc Pugh’s ar¬ 
rival following quickly after, 
as Cherries’ boss sought to 
inject some urgency into his 
faltering side. 

And those changes did the 
trick. 


Surman ignored Kabasele 
slumping to the floor to slip 
in a pass for Afobe, running 
down the side of Kaboul. 

The finish, in order to defeat 
Gomes, would have to be per¬ 
fect. 

It was, dispatched clinically 
across the Brazilian and in¬ 
side his left-hand post. 

Wilson directed a diving 
header from Ibe’s delivery 
past the near post as Cherries 
went after a late winner, with 
referee Mason then spotting 
Steve Cook’s rather blatant 
handball in the lead up to Dan¬ 
iels’ turning home in stoppage 
time. 

Still these teams can’t be 
separated in Premier League 
combat, this being the fourth 
draw between them in two sea¬ 
sons. 


Watford's Troy Deeney celebrates scoring his 
side's second goal 
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Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp 
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Klopp unimpressed with Reds' defending 


LIVERPOOL manager Jurgen 
Klopp, who saw his side suffer 
their first home league defeat 
in over a year, was unimpressed 
with his side’s defending. 

Having gone 2-0 down they 
drew level thanks to a Roberto 
Firmino double but then undid 
their good work by allowing the 
unmarked Gylfi Sigurdsson to 
score the winner. 

“The most disappointing 


moment was the third goal,” he 
said. 

“There was nearly everything 
wrong with this goal: it started 
with a long ball and the reaction 
was not good. 

“We scored and then we 
couldn’t switch to defence mode 
and that was the biggest mistake 
in this situation. 

“We were passive and they 
took the opportunity. 


“The defending around all 
three goals was not good enough. 
That is a very important part 
of the game and was very 
disappointing today. 

“Today it was a big 
opportunity for us to get three 
points and that is what makes it 
so frustrating. 

“We gave them the opportunity 
to win the game so they are 
deserved winners.” 


Defeat was a blow to 
Liverpool’s title hopes and 
their season is in danger of 
unravelling as they now have 
to overturn a 1-0 deficit against 
Southampton in the second leg 
of their EFL Cup semi-final 
before leaders Chelsea are the 
next league visitors to Anfield. 

“Is it damaging? In German 
that is a harsh word but if it has 
influence it has to be like this,” 


Dolphins set for 
'massive boost' 


Poole Town's Chris Reeves. 


'We will fight 
for Saints win' 

SWANSEA manger Paul 
Clement is determined 
to hang on to striker 
Fernando Llorente as he 
believes he is crucial to 
their survival battle. 

The Spaniard is a 
reported target for Chelsea 
but after two goals in the 
shock 3-2 win at Liverpool 

- who Saints are set to 
face in the second leg of 
their EFL Cup semi-final 

- taking his tally to seven 
in the last 10 league games, 
Clement has no intention 
of letting him leave. 

“He played very well 
today. Am I afraid to lose 
him? I want to keep him 
here and the reason I want 
to keep him here is what 
he showed today,” he said. 

“I think his performance 
was very good. The first 
time I was involved in this 
team was Crystal Palace 
and he showed all the 
qualities he had in that 
game. 

“If you get the right kind 
of service into him he is a 
goalscorer but you have to 
give him service.” 

Three points at Anfield 
was a huge boost for the 
Swans, who began the day 
bottom of the league but 
only one point from safety, 
and Clement insists they 
will not throw in the towel 
in their quest to retain top¬ 
flight status. 

“I think the mindset in 
the group, since I’ve been 
in, is anything is possible,” 
he added. 

“Our main objective is 
we are not going to look at 
the table, talk about how 
many wins or points we 
need. 

“Let’s just focus 
on delivering some 
performances. Against 
Arsenal we delivered a 
35-minute performance. 

“Today we played a 
90-minute performance. We 
defended well and took our 
opportunities at set-plays. 

“The next objective is 
to put in a performance 
against Southampton, 
nothing else.” 


VICE-chairman Chris Reeves re¬ 
vealed Poole Town had received 
a “significant offer” for ground 
naming rights which could give 
Dolphins a “massive boost” in 
their battle to remain in National 
South. 

High-flying Poole face the pros¬ 
pect of demotion unless they can 
find £70,000 to get their Tatnam 
headquarters up to scratch. 

Crowned Southern League 
champions last year, the Dorset 
club were given the green light to 
stage step two football on the pro¬ 
viso Tatnam met National League 
ground-grading criteria by March 
31. 

The project, which involves in¬ 
stalling low-level terracing and 
upgrading the floodlights, will 
cost around £150,000 - although 
less than half of that would be re¬ 
quired by the end of March. 

Local businessman Steve Grif¬ 
fiths, who owns Portman Stone 
in Christchurch, recently bought 
a shareholding in the club and 
pledged £40,000. Poole have no 
facility for receiving a Football 
Foundation grant. 

While politely declining to re¬ 
veal the exact figure involved in 
the club’s naming rights offer, 
Reeves admitted the deal - if it 
goes through - would allow Dol¬ 
phins to make a sizeable dent in 
their target. 

Reeves told the Daily Echo: 
“We’ve had a significant ground 
naming rights offer and we are 
now looking to close it. I am very 
confident it will cross the line and 
it would be a massive boost. 

“We still have to plough on with 
all our fundraising efforts but we 
are very positive. The JustGiving 
page has been going extremely 
well as we are north of £4,000. 

“We have two or three adver¬ 
tising and sponsorship commit¬ 
ments and to get businesses on 
board is always terrific. 

“There is also a clutch of fund¬ 


raising events being organised by 
our fans. We can’t take our foot 
off the pedal but we are optimis¬ 
tic we are going to produce the 
goods. We are relatively confident 
it is going to happen.” 

Reeves also revealed the club 
planned to hold a fundraising din¬ 
ner at Vitality Stadium following 
a generous offer from Cherries 
chairman Jeff Mostyn. 

Reflecting on Mostyn’s gesture, 


Reeves added: “He offered to do 
us a really good deal so we could 
have a fundraising dinner, which 
we are going to take up, and we’re 
hoping that perhaps Harry Red- 
knapp will be present. 

“There has been dialogue and 
I’m very hopeful we can sort 
something out there.” 

Mostyn is not the only well- 
known face to give his backing 
to Poole. Charlie Austin - now at 


Southampton - offered to help by 
giving his old club use of his box 
at St Mary’s Stadium for Saints’ 
game against Arsenal next 
month, which Poole could use to 
entertain potential investors. 

Reeves was this week in Tel¬ 
ford where he was due to attend 
a National League meeting, with 
various housekeeping issues - in¬ 
cluding proposed changes to the 
play-offs - up for discussion. 
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MON LEAGUE FOOTBALL 


SUTTON UTD 1 EASTLEIGH 1 


Spitfires settle for 
a point at Sutton 


By Wendy 

r 

Gee 

L 


VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
SUTTON UNITED 1 EASTLEIGH 1 

EASTLEIGH extended their 
unbeaten Vanarama National 
League run to four games, but 
were pegged back for a 1-1 draw 
against Sutton United at Gander 
Green Lane. 

Tyler Garratt gave the Spitfires 
an interval lead, but Sutton - 
buoyed by their midweek FA Cup 
heroics against AFC Wimbledon - 
levelled through ex-Spitfire Matt 
Tubbs with 20 minutes to go. 

Eastleigh boss Martin Allen 
made four changes, handing 6ft 
4in frontman Darius Henderson 
and new signing Sam Muggleton 
their first starts. 

The Spitfires got off to a dream 
opening, seizing the lead from 
their first attack with six minutes 
gone. 

Former Us favourite Ross 
Stearn - a Sutton player until 
moving to the Silverlake in mid- 
November - delivered from the 
right and it was young Doncaster 
Rovers loanee Tyler Garratt who 
met it with a header, his first goal 
for the club. 

Armed with the added threat of 
Muggleton’s long throw, Eastleigh 
executed their game plan well 
and, with muscular centre-back 
Bondz N’Gala in imperious form, 
defended solidly on Sutton’s 3G 
surface. 

The Us had picked up 29 points 
from 14 games on their plastic 
surface but, save for a couple of 
half-chances for Maxime Biamou 
- one flashing wide and one com¬ 
fortably saved by ’keeper Graham 
Stack - the home side had little 
to shout about in the first half- 
hour. 

Stack was called into action 
again on 35 minutes, getting sol¬ 
idly behind a deflected effort by 
Roarie Deacon. 

Mikael Mandron might have 
doubled Eastleigh’s lead on 43 
minutes but, with Louis John in 
close proximity, the Frenchman 
shot straight at goalkeeper Ross 
Worner. 

Half-time: Sutton Utd 0 East¬ 
leigh 1 

In a stop-start beginning to the 
second half, Henderson chest¬ 
ed the ball down and volleyed 



Eastleigh's Ross Stearn, left, moved to the Silverlake from Sutton last November 


straight at Worner. 

The game was crying out for 
excitement and Sutton injected 
some on 59 minutes when on-loan 
Portsmouth midfielder Adam 
May curled one just wide of the 
far post. 

James Constable replaced Hen¬ 
derson for Eastleigh before Sut¬ 
ton introduced former Spitfires 
loanee Tubbs and Drissa Traore. 

Having survived a scare when 
Worner tipped away Steam’s ef¬ 
fort for a corner, Sutton shifted 


through the gears and equalised 
on 71 minutes - ironically, from a 
long throw. 

One ex-Spitfire Dean Beck¬ 
with headed it on before another, 
TUBBS, forced the ball home. 

Two minutes later Eastleigh al¬ 
most slipped behind, but Biamou 
headed wide from Kevin Amank- 
waah’s right-wing cross. 

Further opportunities fell to 
Tubbs and Biamou as the Us fin¬ 
ished strongly, but the Spitfires 
held on for a point in front of a 


2,179 crowd. 

Next up for play-off chasing 
Eastleigh is a must-win free entry 
home game against Macclesfield 
Town on Tuesday (7.45pm). 

Eastleigh: Graham Stack, Ha¬ 
keem Odoffin, Sam Muggleton, 
Sam Togwell, Adam Dugdale, 
Bondz N’Gala, Ross Stearn, Ben 
Strevens, Mikael Mandron (Ayo 
Obileye, 87), Darius Henderson 
(James Constable, 60), Tyler Gar¬ 
ratt. Subs: (not used) Michael 
Green, Jai Reason. 


Ex-Spitfire 
at Gosport 

FORMER Eastleigh assistant 
manager Shaun Wilkinson is Alex 
Pike’s new right-hand man at 
Gosport Borough. 

He steps into the role vacated 
by Mick Catlin last week. 

The former Brighton & Hove 
Albion, Weymouth and Havant & 
Waterlooville midfielder was No2 
to Ian Baird at Eastleigh. 

He briefly stayed with the 
Spitfires after Baird’s tenure was 
ended in 2012, but new boss 
Richard Hill wanted his own staff 
and appointed Guy Butters in his 
place. 

Wilkinson tweeted: “Back in the 
mixer, plenty of work to be done. 
Hard work starts next week on the 
training ground.” 

The new assistant’s first game 
was due to be at Hampton & 
Richmond Borough this 
afternoon, but the National 
League South fixture was frozen 
off. 



Shaun Wilkinson. 


Poole Town’s home game with 
St Albans City was also 
postponed due to the cold 
January weather. 

• TJ CUTHBERTSON has 
returned to Sholing after 
becoming the next player out of 
the Gosport Borough exit door. 

Boatmen’s boss Dave Diaper 
snapped him up after he became 
a free agent. 

The talented right-back would 
have gone straight into the squad 
for today’s big Sydenhams 
Premier showdown at home to 
league leaders Moneyfields, but 
the Universal Stadium pitched 
failed an 11.30am pitch 
inspection. 

Cuthbertson has won the 
Sydenhams title with three clubs - 
Winchester City, Blackfield & 
Langley and, most recently, 
Sholing in 2013/14. 

Prior to joining Gosport, he 
played a full season in the 
Southern One South & West for 
the Boatmen and was voted both 
manager’s and players’ player-of- 
the-year. 

Following yesterday’s early 
decision to call off Winchester 
City’s home game against 
Bideford, AFC Totton were also 
without a Southern One South & 
West fixture today because the 
pitch at Paulton Rovers failed a 
morning inspection. 

Salisbury’s home showdown 
against bottom-of-the-table 
Bridgwater Town was also frozen 
off. 
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Salisbury in 
trouble? 

A PITCH invasion by 
Salisbury supporters at 
Wantage Town is being 
investigated by the FA. 

A small group of 
travelling fans raced onto 
the pitch at Alfredian 
Park to celebrate Justin 
Bennett’s dramatic 
stoppage-time winner last 
Saturday 

The 1-0 victory propelled 
Whites back into the 
Southern One South & 
West play-off places, but 
it might come at a heavy 
price. 

Referee Marcus 
Carmichael lodged the 
incident in his report, 
which has been sent to the 
FA. 

If Whites are charged, 
they could face a 
maximum penalty of 
£1,700. 

The Ray Mac outfit 
released the following 
statement on the 



Justin Bennett 


incident: “Salisbury FC 
is currently carrying out 
an investigation into the 
incident. 

“If anyone can provide 
us with any information, 
they can do so by calling 
the club on 01722 776655 
or via email admin@ 
salisburyfc.co.uk. ” 

After wasting several 
presentable chances 
against relegation 
strugglers Wantage, 
Salisbury broke home 
hearts in the fifth minute 
of stoppage time when 
‘keeper Eddie Cavanagh 
parried Lewis Benson’s 
vicious free-kick straight 
to Bennett. 

There were yet more 
pitch issues for Salisbury 
on Tuesday with their 
Southern League 
Challenge Cup third round 
tie at Shortwood postponed 
for a second time due to 
waterlogging. 

It has been rearranged 
for next Tuesday, January 
24 (7.45pm). 


Peacock, 40, ready to pull on boots again 



Lee Peacock 


EASTLEIGH’S head of youth 
Lee Peacock is ready to don his 
boots again. 

The 40-year-old former Man¬ 
chester City, Bristol City and 
Swindon Town striker has signed 
playing forms for Graham Rix’s 
Sydenhams Premier Division 
side AFC Portchester. 

Portchester boss Graham Rix 
feels super-fit veteran striker Pea¬ 
cock, who last year cycled 1,200km 
around France in aid of a cancer 
charity, will provide useful cover 
for the Royals with Jason Parrish 
currently injured and Navy man 


Andy Todd not always available. 

“Lee can come in and do a job 
for us holding the frontline,” he 
said. 

With Peacock unavailable, 
Portchester so nearly emerged 
with a point from Team Solent 
last Saturday. 

But having had Alex Baldac- 
chino’s opener wiped out by 
Tobi Adekunle, the Royals were 
floored by a fabulous last-gasp 
winner from Solent’s former QPR 
striker Tyrell Mitford - his 17th 
goal of the season. 

“It was tough to take at the end. 


Their lad smashed a shot into the 
top corner from 30 yards,” said 
Rix. 

Peacock scored 127 league goals 
during his professional career, 
which started at Carlisle in the 
mid 1990s. 

He moved from Mansfield to 
Manchester City for £500,000 in 
October 1999, but failed to score 
in eight Championship appear¬ 
ances and joined Bristol City for 
£600,000 the following summer. 

Peacock called time on his Foot¬ 
ball League career after leaving 
Grimsby in 2011. 


Another free day 
for Eastleigh fans 



Eastleigh fans will get free entry to next Tuesday's home game. 


By Wendy 

1 

Gee 

L 1 


EASTLEIGH will be opening 
their doors FREE of charge once 
again on Tuesday (January 24, 
7.45pm) for their National League 
showdown with Macclesfield. 

It’s another generous gesture by 
Spitfires chairman Stewart Don¬ 
ald, but history proves that what 
Eastleigh lose on the proverbial 
swings by letting fans in for noth¬ 
ing, they significantly gain on the 
roundabouts. 

The fact that Silverlake gates 
now average in excess of 2,200 
shows that Eastleigh’s policy of 
giving fans a free ‘taster’ game a 
couple of times a season is paying 
off. 

Having tested the product, many 
fans - some of whom have been 
priced out by the Premier League 
- are coming back for more. 

The proof of the pudding is that 
Eastleigh’s season ticket sales 
have reached an all-time high of 
around 1,300. 

The Spitfires’ average home at¬ 
tendance is currently 2,229 - a fig¬ 
ure bettered only by former Foot¬ 
ball League quartet Tranmere, 
Wrexham, Lincoln and York. 

It means the Stoneham Lane 
club’s pulling power is now great¬ 
er than the likes of Aldershot 
Town (1,997), Torquay (1,853) and 
Tuesday’s visitors Macclesfield 
(1,585). 

That is quite some achievement 
for a club that, as recently as 
2002/03, were being promoted as 
Wessex League champions. 

Explaining the logic behind the 
free-entry games, Donald, whose 
mantra is ‘affordable football’, 


said: “I’m a big fan of: ‘If you’ve 
got a 5,000-capacity stadium and 
you only get 1,000 people in, then 
how much does it actually cost 
you to let 2,000 or 3,000 people 
come in for free and see if they 
like it?’ 

“And if some of them do like 
it and realise it’s cheap to come 
back... (then crowds go up). 


“Every time we have done a free 
game, that free game attendance 
has got higher and higher and 
season ticket sales have got larger 
and larger. 

“So while people look at our 
free-entry games and say ‘how 
can you afford it?’, that’s why 
our season ticket sales have gone 
from 30-odd to 1,300. 


“That’s how we market our¬ 
selves. 

“We regularly get crowds of 
over 2,000 now and that’s a mas¬ 
sive achievement for us. 

“There are loads of people who 
can’t afford to go to football who’d 
love to and we try and make the 
whole experience as affordable 
and enjoyable as possible and to 
make people feel part of the day.” 

*Eastleigh’s National League 
fixture at home to Braintree has 
been rearranged. 

The game had been scheduled 
for Saturday, February 4, but 
Braintree’s success in the FA Tro¬ 
phy means they will be entertain¬ 
ing Dulwich Hamlet in the last-16 
that day. The Spitfires game has 
been rescheduled for Valentine’s 
Day, February 14, with a 7.45pm 
kick-off. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Average attendances 2016/17 
Tranmere Rovers 5,175 
Wrexham 3,923 
Lincoln City 3,750 
York City 2,320 
Eastleigh 2,229 
Maidstone Utd 2,182 
Aldershot Town 1,997 
Chester 1,856 
Torquay Utd 1,853 
Forest Green 1,758 
Macclesfield Town 1,585 
Sutton Utd 1,517 
Barrow 1,362 
Woking 1,357 
Dover Athletic 1,274 
Dagenham & Red 1,272 
Bromley 1,219 
Southport 1,061 
Guiseley 1,011 
Solihull Moors 891 
Gateshead 757 
Braintree Town 728 
North Ferriby 585 
Boreham Wood 460 
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Ollie Cherrett. 


Max will be last piece of jigsaw 


CHRISTCHURCH manager 
Ollie Cherrett hopes the 
returning Max Frampton will 
prove the “last piece of the 
jigsaw” for his promotion¬ 
chasing side. 

Cherrett swooped for the 
Bemerton keeper on Tuesday 
and Frampton had a chance 
of starting in today’s crucial 
Sydenhams One clash with 
fifth-placed Shaftesbury. 

The veteran stopper has 


a wealth of experience in 
local football under his belt 
following stints at Blackfield 
& Langley, Brockenhurst, 
Hamworthy, Bournemouth 
Poppies and Poole Town. 

Cherrett said: “Max is an 
experienced goalkeeper with 
a massive influence in the 
changing room. 

“Andy Knights has been 
struggling with injury, so we 
put in a seven-day approach 


for Max and he signed on 
Tuesday. 

“Being an old Christchurch 
boy, it means a lot to him to do 
well at the club. 

“Max is a personality and a 
winner, which is massive for 
me. He is not here to have a 
jolly with his mates. 

“We have a really strong core 
of players now and, hopefully, 
he is the last piece of the 
jigsaw.” 


Dan back in 
Wessex 

FORMER AFC Totton 
striker Dan Munday has 
returned to the Sydenhams 
Wessex League and signed 
forms for Premier Division 
side Bashley. 

Formerly an ex- 
Dorchester and Poole 
Town youngster, Munday 
netted 25 goals in 42 
appearances for Wessex 
outfit Blackfield & Langley 
last season. 

That alerted the 
attention of former AFC 
Totton boss Steve Hollick, 
who made him his first 
playing recruit of last 
summer. 

Munday has been in and 
out of the Totton side this 
season in the Southern 
One South & West and is 
one of several players to 
have moved on in recent 
weeks as manager Louis 
Langdown attempts to 
balance the books. 

Mitchell Hunt has 


TOM Killick says Poole Town 
would “still be in the Wessex 
League” if it wasn’t for Saints 
striker Charlie Austin. 

The Dolphins boss was quick 
to praise his former marksman 
after Austin had offered to give 
Poole use of his box at St Mary’ 
Stadium for next month’s game 
against Arsenal. 

The hope is that the National 
League South club can entertain 
potential investors as they seek 
to raise the £70,000 to meet the 
ground grading to stay at Step 
Two of the non-League pyramid. 

Should they not make the neces¬ 
sary improvements to their Tat- 
nam home by the end of March, 
they face being demoted back to 
the Southern League. 

It has been suggested on social 
media that, given his Premier 
League salary, it wouldn’t hurt 
Austin to stump up the money 
himself, but Killick reckons the 
former Swindon, Burnley and 
QPR marksman has done more 
than enough to help his old club. 

Saluting Austin’s generos¬ 
ity, Killick said: “Charlie rang me 
straight away when the story sur¬ 
faced and wanted to help. 

“People have ridiculously sug¬ 
gested he should personally put 
money in despite the money he 
generated for the club in terms of 
his sale and subsequent move. 

“We’d still be in the Wessex 
League if it weren’t for him, so 
what he’s done with the use of the 
box is a magnificent gesture and 
we’re hoping it can assist in rais¬ 
ing a significant sum. 

“That’s typical Charlie. He’s al¬ 
ways done the right thing by the 


Charlie Austin, left, and Tommy Killick. 

club.” 

Killick admits he has been 
“pleasantly surprised” by the 
support shown for Poole since 
news of their plight surfaced. 

Director and supporters’ club 
chair Pippa Daniels has started a 
JustGiving page and the Dolphins 
are hopeful donations will con¬ 
tinue flooding in from a variety 
of sources. 

“Because we have been reason¬ 
ably successful on the field over 


the past few years, you do some¬ 
times sense a little bit of jealousy, 
so you never really know how all 
that is going to come out,” said 
Killick. 

“But when Wimborne had some 
difficulties last year, everyone ral¬ 
lied round and it has been good to 
see the level of support for our¬ 
selves. 

“We just hope it will all work it¬ 
self out. 

“People are understandably not 


in a position to give huge amounts, 
but there are a lot of people giv¬ 
ing small amounts which shows 
the volume of support out there. 

“Hopefully that sort of thing, 
coupled with investments from 
other individuals or companies, 
can get us over the line.” 

Poole continue to prosper on the 
pitch with last Saturday’s 2-0 win 
at Margate lifting them to the diz¬ 
zy heights of third. Steve Devlin 
bagged both goals. 


Dan Munday, right. 


joined Andover Town on 
a permanent basis while 
Dylan Knight (Andover 
Town) and goalkeeper 
Steve Mowthorpe 
(Moneyfields) have signed 
for Wessex clubs on a dual 
registration basis. 

Former Stags skipper 
Liam Hibberd left the 
Testwood Stadium for non¬ 
footballing reasons and 
he too has resurfaced at 
Glenn Burnett’s Andover. 

Defender Hibberd made a 
winning debut for Andover 
last Saturday, playing 
a solid role in their 2-0 
league win over Bashley. 

Birthday boy Adam 
Grange and Harrison Fay 
scored, while Andover’s 
Liam Gilbert and Bashley’s 
Kabba Jack were sent off. 

• AFC Totton’s 
scheduled Hampshire FA 
Senior Cup quarter-final 
at Hartley Wintney last 
Tuesday was postponed 
due to a waterlogged pitch. 

The tie has been 
rescheduled for next 
Tuesday, January 24. 


GOT A FOOTBALL STORY? EMAIL ECHOSPORT@DAILYECHO.CO.UK 



Why Charlie is our 
darling - Killick 


By Wendy 

Gee 
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NON LEAGUE FIXTURES 


Monday, January 23 

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH 
Hungerford v Whitehawk. 

Tuesday, January 24 
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Barrow v Lincoln (BT Sport, 7.45), 
Eastleigh v Macclesfield Town (free entry). 
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH 
Eastbourne Borough v Dartford, Gosport 
Borough v East Thurrock. 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Banbury v Chesham, 
Kettering v Frame, Merthyr Town v Kings 
Lynn, St Neots v Slough, Stratford Town v St 
Ives, Weymouth v Hayes & Yeading. 

Division One South & West: Bridgwater 
v Larkhall, Didcot v Taunton, North Leigh 
v Mangotsfield, Paulton v Barnstaple, 
Shortwood v Wimborne. 

SOUTHAMPTON SENIOR CUP 
Quarter-final: Sholing v Alresford Town. 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
SWL Cup, third round: Bemerton HH v 
Bashley. 

Wednesday, January 25 
SALISBURY HOSPITAL CUP 
Andover New Street v Salisbury. 

Saturday, January 28 
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Aldershot v York, Barrow v Forest 
Green, Braintree v Lincoln, Bromley v 
Southport, Dover v Chester, Eastleigh v 
Woking, Guiseley v Sutton, North Ferriby v 
Macclesfield, Solihull v Maidstone, Torquay 
v Gateshead, Tranmere v Dagenham & 
Redbridge, Wrexham v Boreham Wood. 
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH 
Bath v Margate, Chelmsford v Truro, 
Concord v St Albans, Gosport Borough 
v Maidenhead, Hampton & Richmond 
v Bishops Stortford, Hemel Hempstead 
v Eastbourne Borough, Hungerford v 
East Thurrock, Poole Town v Ebbsfleet, 
Wealdstone v Dartford, Welling v Oxford 
City, Whitehawk v Weston-super-Mare. 
EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Biggleswade v St Ives, 
Cambridge City v Chesham, Chippenham 
v Dorchester, Cirencester v Basingstoke, 
Dunstable v Redditch, Frame v Stratford, 
Kings Langley v Kings Lynn, Leamington v 
Slough, Merthyr Town v Banbury, St Neots v 
Hitchin, Weymouth v Cinderford. 

Southern One South & West: AFC 
Totton v Shortwood, Bideford v Didcot, 
Bishops Cleeve v Barnstaple, Bridgwater 
v Winchester City, Evesham v Paulton, 
Hereford v Tiverton, Mangotsfield v 
Wimborne, North Leigh v Slimbridge, 
Salisbury v Yate, Taunton v Swindon 
Supermarine, Wantage v Larkhall. 
BUILDBASE FA VASE 
Fifth round: Team Solent v South Shields, 
Cleethorpes Town v Atheton Collieries, 
Bromsgrove Sporting v Bristol Manor Farm, 
Crowborough Athletic v Coleshill Town, 
Hinckley AFC v Buckland Athletic, Newport 
Pagnell Town v Sunderland RCA, Ely City 
v Sporting Khalsa, Southall v Exmouth 
(Sunday, January 29, 3.00). 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Alresford v Moneyfields, 
Amesbury v Bashley, Blackfield & Langley 
v Lymington, Brockenhurst v Andover Town, 
Cowes Sports v Bemerton HH, Fareham 
v Verwood, Fawley AFC v Bournemouth 
Poppies, Hamworthy Utd v Sholing, Portland 
v AFC Portchester, Whitchurch v Newport 
loW. 

Division One: Alton v Downton, Baffins 
MR v New Milton, Christchurch v Folland 
Sports, East Cowes Vies v Hamble Club, 
Hythe & Dibden v Andover NS, Pewsey 
Vale v AFC Stoneham, Romsey v Totton & 
Eling, Shaftesbury v Weymouth Res, Tadley 
Calleva v Ringwood Town, US Portsmouth 
v Fleet Spurs. 

PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE 
PREMIER LEAGUE 

Premier Division: Clanfield v Fleetlands, 
Hayling Utd v Paulsgrove, Hedge End 
Rangers v Infinity, Liphook v Bush Hill, Liss 
v Stockbridge, Locks Heath v Winchester 
Castle, Overton v Andover Lions, QK 
Southampton v Colden Common. 

Division One: AFC Petersfield v Four 
Marks, Headley v Michelmersh & Timsbury, 
Lyndhurst v Upham, South Wonston Swifts v 
Netley Central. 

Combination: Bush Hill v Hayling Utd, 
Fleetland v Clanfield, Four Marks v QK 
Southampton, Michelmersh & Timsbury v 
Hedge End Rangers, Paulsgrove v Headley, 
Winchester Castle v Liphook. 


A new chairman is needed at Amesbury 



Steve Pearce 


A NEW chairman is needed at 
Sydenhams Premier club Amesbury 
Town. 

Steve Pearce is stepping down from 
his position at the end of the season 
after two years in charge. 

He spent three years on the com¬ 
mittee before becoming the club’s 
physiotherapist in 2014/15. 

It was at the end of that season that 


Pearce succeeded Jason Cameron in 
the chair. 

But work and family commitments 
mean he is unable to stay at Bon- 
nymead Park. 

“I’ve enjoyed it, but it takes up a lot 
of my time,” he said. 

“I’m leaving my job in March and 
will likely be working all over the 
UK. 


“I also want to spend more time 
with my family. 

“I spend two or three times a week 
at the club and it’s full on.” 

Amesbury are also looking for a 
commercial/sponsorship manager. 

Anyone interested in either role 
should email amesburytownfc@ 
gmail.com or call Pearce on 07885 
473380. 


Revenge is sweet 



Portland's Ryan McKechnie in action at Blackfield. 


REVENGE was sweet for Port¬ 
land United over promotion¬ 
chasing Blackfield & Langley last 
weekend. 

Having twice lost 2-1 to the Wa- 
tersiders on home soil, in the 
league and FA Vase, Portland 
made amends with a cracking 3-1 
victory at Gang Warily. 

Speaking prior to the game, 
Blues boss Gary Bailey said Port¬ 
land had “probably let Blackfield 
off the hook” in those two previ¬ 
ous encounters by failing to take 
their chances. 

That was a not a criticism he 
could level at them this time 
round as they came away with 
three richly deserved points, 
courtesy of Alex Halloran, Ryan 
McKechnie and Eastleigh scholar 
Tom Bearwish. 

Blackfield’s cause wasn’t helped 
by having Callum Cunniffe-Pilley 
dismissed at 1-0 down for kicking 
out at Halloran, but nothing could 
dilute Bailey’s satisfaction at the 
win. 

“I could not ask for more from 
my players,” he said. 

“It was a really solid away per¬ 
formance. There was no smash 
and grab about it. 

“It could have been a few more, 
if I’m honest, but I’m not going to 
be greedy!” 

Portland led 1-0 at the break af¬ 
ter Halloran’s inswinging corner 
had deceived Blackfield ’keeper 
Brad Snelling. 

After Cunniffe-Pilley’s exit, 
Chris Clarke’s surging run and 
cross set up Ryan McKechnie for 
United’s second. 

Blackfield’s ex-Saints striker 
Jamie White pulled a goal back - 
his seventh in four games - before 
young sub Bearwish wrapped 
things up five minutes later. 

Numbers were evened up 20 
minutes from time when Port¬ 
land’s Ross Carmichael picked up 
a second booking for a mistimed 
challenge. 

“We played some good football 
and looked resolute defensively 


all over the pitch,” said Bailey. 

“Everyone put a shift in and we 
took our goals at good times. 

“It wasn’t spectacular or full of 
thrills, it was a really good, solid 
performance.” 

Portland’s victory took them to 
within a point of Glenn Howes’ 
second-placed Watersiders with a 
game in hand. 

Blackfield, in turn, started to¬ 
day ten points adrift of league 


leaders Moneyfields who them¬ 
selves dropped points in a 2-2 
home draw with lowly Fareham 
Town. 

Moneyfields’ old disciplinary 
ills came back to haunt them 
with both Alex Shephard and 
former Sholing midfielder Lewis 
Fennemore sent off at Dover 
Road. 

The league leaders twice fell be¬ 
hind to goals by Simon Woods and 


Josh Holmes, but Dan Wooden 
and Curtis Da Costa salvaged a 
point. 

It maintained an unbeaten start 
for new Fareham boss Pete Stiles, 
following on from a 3-1 midweek 
win at Amesbury. 

“Before the game I would have 
taken a point but, with them go¬ 
ing down to nine men, I have to 
feel we dipped out a bit,” said 
Stiles. 
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Allen brings in new winger after Luke leaves 


Pompey of 
the north? 



EASTLEIGH have signed a new winger 
following the sale of Luke Coulson, left, 
to Barnet. 

Allen will take a look at former 
Wolves wideman Mekhi Leacock- 
McLeod, 20, from now until the end of 
the season. 

Following a successful trial north of 
the border, he signed for Glasgow Rang¬ 
ers, but things didn’t work out and he 
dropped into non-League after return¬ 
ing south with Ware and VCD Athletic. 

Allen said: “I’ve signed a young lad, 
a little winger, until the end of the sea¬ 
son on a bit of a trial basis. 

“He’s quick, he plays left wing or he 
can play up front or cut in from the 
right. 

“We’ll give him a try. I think we need 


a bit more pace, a bit more quality.” 

Leacock-McLeod is one of two young 
additions to the Eastleigh squad. 

The other, left-back/left-sided mid¬ 
fielder Sam Muggleton, is another re¬ 
cruit from his old club Barnet. 

The 21-year-old is famed for his phe¬ 
nomenal long throw which, according 
to Allen, goes even further than ex- 
Saint Rory Delap’s. 

“His long throw is a great asset when 
it comes to winning games or if you’re 
chasing games. It’s unique,” he said. 

“When we were closing in on the ti¬ 
tle and Eastleigh were closing in on the 
play-offs (in 2014/15), we played Sam 
left midfield against them and the ball 
spent most of the time in Eastleigh’s 18- 
yard box. 


“Against Doncaster (in League 2), 
Barnet were 2-0 down and we put Sam 
on and scored twice from his long 
throws. 

“He’s worked extremely hard to get 
where he is today.” 

Allen will also be drafting in a cou¬ 
ple of home-grown youngsters to train 
with the first-team squad. 

Seventeen-year-old forward Tom 
Bearwish, who has been dual-signed 
with Sydenhams Premier high-fliers 
Portland, has earned rave reviews 
from the Spitfires’ head of youth Lee 
Peacock. 

So too has young Owen Fee, who has 
turned out 26 times this season for Tot- 
ton & Eling of Sydenhams One. 


Sam is the new 
Eastleigh skipper 



Sam Togwell is Eastleigh's new captain. 


By Wendy 

Gee 


SAM Togwell will wear the 
Eastleigh captain’s armband for 
the rest of the season. 

Joe Partington’s departure to 
Bristol Rovers left the Spitfires 
looking for a new skipper and, in 
32-year-old defensive midfielder 
Togwell, manager Martin Allen 
believes he has the perfect man 
for the job. 

Togwell, who followed Allen 
down from Barnet, has a wealth 
of experience behind him with 
Barnsley, Scunthorpe and Ches¬ 
ter. 

“Sam’s very well respected in 
the dressing room, he has a very 
good work ethic and he’s a cham¬ 
pion at this level,” said Allen. 

“He had a hernia operation be¬ 
fore he came here and it’s taken 
him a couple of games to get up 
to full speed. 

“But he was excellent against 
Forest Green and he’ll be a very 
good captain for the rest of the 
season.” 

If Allen and club chairman 
Stewart Donald had had their 
way, there would have been no 
need for a change of skipper. 

Partington’s departure came as 
a disappointment to them both - 
albeit that they don’t blame the 
former AFC Bournemouth de¬ 
fender for grabbing the chance to 
play League football again. 

“He’s a big loss. I really like 
Joe,” said Allen. 

“I did everything I could to per¬ 
suade him to stay and so did the 


chairman. 

“I told him next season was go¬ 


ing to be a big one for Eastleigh 
and that he had an important part 


to play.. 

“But to go to a club in League 
One, especially one with the fan 
base they’ve got and with Bristol 
Rovers being a very passionate 
place, I knew I was fighting a los¬ 
ing battle. 

“Joe’s not gone for the money. 
He wants to go and test himself 
at that level - and I don’t blame 
him.” 

Although Partington’s fee was 
undisclosed, the Spitfires con¬ 
firmed it as a club record. 

That didn’t last long, however, 
with Luke Coulson joining Al¬ 
len’s old charges Barnet less than 
a week later for an even bigger 
sum. 

Wishing the England C winger 
well, Allen said: “He’s a good lad. 

“Barnet are on the edge of the 
(League Two) play-offs and he saw 
that as a good opportunity. 

“The chairman agreed the fig¬ 
ure and I rang Luke to wish him 
all the best.” 

At one point it looked as if 
striker Scott Wilson was leaving 
Eastleigh too. But although the 
Spitfires accepted a bid for the 
former Weston-super-Mare man, 
the player himself turned the 
move down. 

Allen said: “We had an offer 
come in for Scott. He turned it 
down and didn’t want to go. 

“I’m certainly not going to force 
anyone out and I’m not in that 
mould where they’ve got train 
with the youth team or be treated 
badly to train in the afternoon. 

“I really like Scott, he’s a good 
person. We’ll see how things 
change. Obviously, being mid¬ 
table, things have got to change 
here. I don’t think anyone could 
deny that.” 



NON-LEAGUE 
Basingstoke Town could 
become the Portsmouth FC 
of north Hampshire. 

The Interim Management 
Group looking into the 
future of club have 
announced a move towards 
community ownership. 

It would mean the 
Dragons following 
in the footsteps of 
Football League clubs 
like Portsmouth, AFC 
Wimbledon and Wycombe 
Wanderers. 

However, to make this 
work, Basingstoke would 
have to play in the town 
and an announcement 
on where this will be is 
expected after the next 
meeting on February 8. 

The plans are being 
put in place because 
Basingstoke Town owner 
and chairman Rafi Razzak 
is departing in May this 
year. 

David Knight, the 
Southern League Premier 
Division club’s CEO, felt 
it was a very good first 
meeting of the Interim 
Management Group (IMG). 

He said: “I am very 
pleased that we have taken 
this very positive decision. 

“Community ownership 
will allow us to determine 
our own future for the long 
run and our campaign, 
starting in February, will 
work hard to reach every 
part of our community 
and get as many people as 
possible involved.” 

The club, though, are not 
ruling out finding a single 
buyer to take over from 
Razzak, but it would have 
to be someone looking at 
the long-term future of 
the club. Otherwise, they 
would be back to square 
one again a year year or 
two down the line. 

The launch of the 
community ownership 
campaign is scheduled 
to take place in February 
with full details being 
announced early next 
month. 

Knight added: “This 
a great opportunity 
to get everyone in the 
community involved in 
the club and this can only 
benefit the town in the 
long run. 

“There is a lot of work 
going on by a lot of people 
at the moment and we will 
be able to announce more 
after our next meeting.” 

In terms of what will 
happen to Basingstoke’s 
current ground, Knight 
confirmed that the IMG 
are reviewing two final 
options. They expect to 
make a decision on their 
preferred option early next 
month. 
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Gerard's 

'fantastic' 

MATTY Holmes expects 
teenage goalkeeper Gerard 
Benfield to become the 
next Wimborne Town 
player to attract interest 
after the Cuthbury 
club rejected offers for 
frontman Luke Holmes. 

Benfield, 19, continued 
his fine form between 
the sticks last weekend, 
making a stoppage¬ 
time penalty save in the 
Magpies’ dramatic 1-1 
home draw against Didcot. 

Just days earlier, 
Wimborne had resisted 
an approach for under¬ 
contract ace Luke Holmes 
from another Southern 
One South & West club 
- understood to be the 
second for the player in a 
matter of weeks - and boss 
Holmes is bracing himself 
for further interest in his 
players. 

“We’ve just had an offer 
for Luke come in from 
another club, which we 
turned down. Gerard will 
surely be the next,” he 
said. 

“Gerard has been 
fantastic and a breath of 
fresh air. He has a huge 



Gerard Benfield 


career in front of him if he 
keeps his form going. I’d 
be surprised if no one was 
looking at him. 

“His presence is enough 
to put any established 
penalty-taker off and 
he came up with a great 
save. He knew which way 
their lad was going and 
got there, and that shows 
his ability. He’s a cracking 
keeper.” 

The Cuthbury chief 
added: “It’s nice in a way 
that the club has been 
recognised with an offer 
for a player. 

“We’re getting great 
kudos for the way we are 
playing and people now 
know we’ve got some 
players. 

“But we’re in a situation 
where we don’t want to 
sell. If people are going to 
offer proper money then 
you have to consider it but, 
at the moment, we want to 
keep the squad together. 

“The club and Luke felt 
it was not the right time to 
leave, even though a money 
offer was put on the table.” 


Linnets sign four-and end long losing run 


NEW Milton Town have made four signings 
in a bid to steady the ship under caretaker 
manager Scot McFarlane. 

The Linnets have drafted in Michael Finch 
from Portland, Steve Flynn and Jack Mould 
from Hamworthy United and Ethan Mad- 
docks from Verwood. 


Striker Flynn was on target in a surprise 2-1 
home win over in-form Shaftesbury in Syden- 
hams One last Saturday. 

Maddocks also started as the Linnets halted 
a dreadful run of ten successive defeats in all 
competitions. 

Fifth-placed Shaftesbury seized the lead 


when ex-Bemerton forward Seb Dawes fired 
home following a surging run out of defence 
by Rockies’ Jason Beal. 

But New Milton took only 30 seconds to 
level through Flynn and, with keeper Kieran 
Burgess in stubborn form, they struck again 
with 15 minutes to go through Dominic Falco. 


Gosney stars, but 
Winchester win 



LAST season’s beaten final¬ 
ists Winchester City are safely 
through to the Hampshire FA 
Senior Cup semi-finals. 

But while the Citizens claimed 
the glory in a 1-0 win at Sholing, 
the man-of-the-match honours be¬ 
longed to the losing side. 

But for an outstanding display 
of goalkeeping from Boatmen’s 
stopper Ryan Gosney - a former 
Winchester player - the margin 
of the Southern One South & 
West side’s victory would surely 
have been greater against their 
Sydenhams Premier hosts. 

Gosney - younger brother of 
AFC Totton winger, Mike - played 
22 games for Winchester during 
their Sydenhams Premier title¬ 
winning season of 2011/12. 

After a successful spell with Fol- 
land Sports, he rejoined the cathe¬ 
dral city club in the summer of 
2015 but quickly left again when 
Winch were handed a late promo¬ 
tion to the Southern League. 

Unable to commit to the travel¬ 
ling, he instead penned forms for 
Sholing who had moved in the op¬ 
posite direction from Southern to 
Wessex. 

'Sweeper keeper' 

Robbie Matthews was the 
first City player to be denied by 
Gosney, who saved his looping 
header, and then the Boatmen’s 
Nol showed his ‘sweeper keeper’ 
attributes to stop Craig Feeney 
bearing down on goal. 

Gosney was the centre of atten¬ 
tion once again before half-time, 
blocking Feeney’s hard shot be¬ 
fore bravely claiming the ball 
as City’s 29-goal top gun tried to 
pounce on the rebound. 

Sholing’s resistance was finally 
broken on 55 minutes when Owen 
Roundell conceded a contentious 
free-kick near the half-way line. 

Joe Briggs whipped the ball into 


Ryan Gosney. Picture by Ray Routledge. 

the box and the unmarked How- c 
ard Neighbour unleashed a bullet h 
header to power the visitors in 
front. o 

But for Gosney, it could have t( 
been more with Feeney, Briggs s 
and Neighbour all denied what g 
looked a certain second. 

It was almost a fairytale end g 
for Sholing’s star man when he t] 
got the shout from manager Dave k 
Diaper to go up after the Boatmen 
had forced a flurry of corners. si 

Gosney was right in the thick of v\ 
things as Micky Hubbard deliv- d 
ered a dangerous ball in, but City 
‘keeper Lewis Noice did well to c 


clear under heavy pressure from 
his opposite number. 

Winchester’s relieved director 
of football Dave Malone said: “Af¬ 
ter totally dominating the tie, it’s 
surprising that we only won the 
game 1-0! 

“A solitary Howard Neighbour 
goal separated the two teams, but 
the definite man-of-the-match was 
keeper Ryan Gosney. 

“Gos denied Craig Feeney on 
several occasions but, luckily, he 
was unable to deny us the goal we 
deserved.” 

Sholing, already without the 
cup-tied pair of Luke Dempsey 


and Corey Cherrett, the unwell 
Nick Yeomans and the injured 
Jamie Bulpitt, slotted Byron Ma¬ 
son into an unfamiliar centre- 
back role and played Jean-Luc 
Ramdin - just selected for Eng¬ 
land Under-18 schoolboys - at 
right-back. 

Their injury woes were com¬ 
pounded when towering defend¬ 
er Dan Miller bowed out with a 
back problem shortly before City 
scored. 

The game was preceded by a 
well-respected minute’s silence 
for long-time Sholing fan Tony 
Court who passed away last week. 
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Borough thrashed by Cherries in county cup 


Gosport Borough’s increasingly miserable 
season went further downhill on Tuesday as 
they were knocked out of the Hampshire FA 
Senior Cup 6-0 by AFC Bournemouth’s excit¬ 
ing development squad. 

In Borough’s defence they were without six 
players - Ben Harding, Brett Poate, Josh Car¬ 


michael, Richie Whittingham, Ramone Rose 
and Nick Jordan - all either injured, unavail¬ 
able or cup tied, while Ben Wright and Scott 
Walters were rested as unused subs. 

After a relatively quiet start to the quarter¬ 
final tie, Gosport were opened up on 25 min¬ 
utes when Romanian youth international Mi- 


hai Dobre headed the Cherries ahead from a 
corner. 

Two goals in quick succession from Jack 
Simpson and former Leeds midfielder Lewis 
Cook made it 3-0 at half-time, leaving Jordan 
Green, Dobre and Matt Worthington to dou¬ 
ble Borough’s troubles after the break. 


Stoneham's cup 
dream is over 


By Wendy 


Gee 

11 


ASHLEIGH Artwell and George 
Bennett scored their first goals 
of the season to sink AFC Stone- 
ham’s hopes of a place in the 
Hampshire FA Senior Cup semi¬ 
finals. 

It was Southern League fa¬ 
vourites Basingstoke Town who 
booked their place in the last four 
with a 2-0 home win over Tim 
Cole’s Sydenhams One under¬ 
dogs. 

Artwell scored after 15 minutes 
- the midfielder reacting sharpest 
when Stoneham goalkeeper Sam 
Whieldon failed to hold Aaron 
Jarvis’s header. 

Stoneham gave a good account 
of themselves and could have 
equalised when Jack Brady was 
denied by the legs of home stop¬ 
per Alex Tokarczyk. 

But the games’s main talking 
point came on 34 minutes follow¬ 
ing an innocuous handball. Stone- 
ham’s Matt Palmer threw the ball 
into the face of Matt Partridge as 
the Stoke man tried to retrieve it 
for a free-kick. Partridge retali¬ 
ated with an attempted head butt, 
giving referee Mike Desborough 
no option but to red-card the pair 
of them. 

Problems 

As the ten v ten battle resumed, 
Whieldon did well to deny Artwell 
a second goal before, at the other 
end, Oily Forbes’s header looped 
over the keeper and back off the 
crossbar. 

Tokarczyk was again called into 
action to save from Duncan Bray, 
but Basingstoke’s introduction of 
Nana Owusu caused the visitors 
all sorts of problems and he twice 
sent deflected shots just wide. 

In the 77th minute Jarvis was 
thwarted by another smart save 
from Whieldon before former 
Tadley Calleva man Ash Ledger 



Ashley Artwell 


went close for Stoneham. 

But it was Terry Brown’s South¬ 
ern League thoroughbreds who 
got the crucial second goal as Ben¬ 
nett received a return ball from 
Jarvis and fired across Whieldon 
with seven minutes to go. 

Still Stoneham heads refused to 
drop and they so nearly opened 
their account with a Ben Clarke 
shot that ricocheted wide. 


Delighted Basingstoke boss 
Brown - a former Hampshire FA 
Senior Cup winner with Aider- 
shot - smiled: “We targeted this 
cup at the start of the season and 
now we are only one game from 
the final. 

Losing to a side from three 
leagues higher was certainly no 
disgrace for Stoneham, who have 
been in good form of late. 


Their 6-1 slaying of Fleet Spurs 
in Sydenhams One last Saturday 
made it 14 goals scored in three 
league and cup games. 

Ledger lit up the Elliotts Arena 
with a hat-trick against Spurs, 
backed by two-goal Bray and 
Chris Manning. 

It took Stoneham sixth, a point 
shy of Shaftesbury who lost 2-1 at 
New Milton. 


Gosport 

changes 

GOSPORT Borough 
have announced a new 
‘club in the community’ 
team following the 
departure of their 
former skipper Sam 
Pearce. 

Two ex-professionals 

- current captain Joe 
Oastler and experienced 
midfielder Aaron 
Dawson - will take on 
the role, which includes 
coaching in local 
schools. 

The pair, both Level 
2 coaches, will be 
supported by Borough’s 
new community project 
administrator Becky 
Stares, daughter of first- 
team coach Tony. 

Becky will add the job 
to her existing work 
in the club’s matchday 
hospitality building. 

Pearce, who has 
been out on loan at 
Farnborough, has had 
his contract cancelled by 
mutual consent. 

It marks the end of 
a hugely successful 
five-year spell at Privett 
Park in which he became 
club captain, community 
officer and 
played at 
Wembley 
in the 2014 
FA Trophy 
final. 

Tweeting 
about his 
departure 
from the 
club, 

Pearce 
made 
special 
mention of 
assistant 
manager Mick Catlin, 
describing him as 
“the glue that held us 
together.” 

But that bond has now 
been broken with Catlin 

- pictured - also leaving 
the troubled Vanarama 
National League South 
club after nine success- 
filled years. 

Having grown 
disillusioned by 
Gosport’s well- 
documented financial 
problems and the 
subsequent departure 
of around 15 senior 
players, Catlin admitted: 
“It’s disappointing, but I 
feel I can’t do any more. 

“My job as assistant 
manager was to link 
between the players and 
the manager and, week 
by week, that became 
more difficult to do. 

“I felt I was letting the 
players down and was 
not prepared to do that.” 












14 Saturday, January 21, 2017 


SPORTS PINK 


Boro sign 
two strikers 


FINK NON LEAGUE FOOTBALL 


MIDDLESBROUGH and 
Saints went into this 
weekend’s round of league 
games as the lowest scorers 
in the Premier League. 

Saints had only scored 19 
times in 21 matches, while 
Boro had only managed 17. 

But at least Boro boss Aitor 
Karnka has attempted to 
rectify his team’s problems 
in front of goal during the 
current transfer window. 

He has splashed out over 
£10m to bring in Patrick 
Bamford from Chelsea and 
Rudy Gestede from Aston 
Villa. 

Both could be considered 
a gamble, as their Premier 
League scoring records are 
not impressive. 

Gestede netted six times 
in 36 league and cup 
appearances for Villa last 
season when they finished 
rock bottom of the top flight. 

And Bamford, 23. has never 
scored a top flight goal in his 
career. 

He has played in 19 Premier 
League games since the start 
of last season on loan to 



Patrick Bamford. 


Crystal Palace, Norwich and 
Burnley. 

He has only started two of 
those matches, and didn’t 
manage to score in any of 
them. 

This season he made six 
sub appearances for Burnley, 
including one in the Clarets’ 
3-1 loss at St Mary’s in 
October. 

Bamford started his career 
at Nottingham Forest, before 
Chelsea swooped to sign the 
18-year-old in January 2012. 

A few days earlier Bamford 
had lit up a sparsely- 
populated St Mary’s by 
scoring four times in Forest’s 
5-1 FA Youth Cup fifth round 
victory. 

The Saints team included 
Luke Shaw, Calum 
Chambers, James Ward- 
Prowse and Jack Stephens. 

In the previous Youth Cup 
round, Bamford had struck 
five times against Wigan. 

Though he signed for 
Chelsea five years ago, 
Bamford has never played a 
single first team game for the 
Blues. Cont on facing page 


NEW Eastleigh signing Dari¬ 
us Henderson brings Premier 
League experience to the Silver- 
lake Stadium - as well as the tag 
of the man Saints fans once used 
to hate seeing play against their 
team. 

A decade ago, the striker was 
turning out for Watford in the 
top flight - having helped to play a 
huge role in a remarkable tale to 
get them there in the first place. 

In March 2005, Henderson was 
at Gillingham and involved in a 
Championship relegation fight. 

Watford were one of the other 
clubs also in contention to go 
down. 

Towards the end of the month, 
the Hornets sacked boss Ray Lew- 
ington and made a controversial 
appointment. 

In his place arrived 34-year-old 
Leeds United coach Aidy Boo- 
throyd, to take up his first ever 
Football League managerial role. 

Boothroyd subsequently lost his 
first three games and Watford no¬ 
sedived into the relegation zone. 

He won two his last four match¬ 
es, though, and the Hornets even¬ 
tually finished 18th - two points 
off the bottom three. Henderson’s 
Gillingham, Nottingham Forest 
and Rotherham went down. 

In the summer of 2005, Boo¬ 
throyd started to rebuild Watford. 

He splashed out £450,000 to 
bring in Henderson - then a size¬ 
able fee for a player who had only 
scored nine goals in the second 
tier in 2004/05. 

Before the 2005/06 season be¬ 
gan, he found a strike partner for 
Henderson - Nottingham Forest’s 
Marlon King coming in on loan. 

Amazingly, Boothroyd trans¬ 
formed Watford from relegation 
candidates into promotion mate¬ 
rial. 

With King hitting 21 league 
goals - his loan move was made 
permanent mid-season - and Hen¬ 
derson contributing 14, the Hor¬ 
nets finished third in the Cham¬ 
pionship. 

Henderson scored his goals in 
only 30 outings, having missed 
two months of football due to in¬ 
jury in the first half of the cam¬ 
paign. 

He netted the first goal of 
George Burley’s Saints reign at 
Vicarage Road on Boxing Day. 

Appointed in place of Harry 
Redknapp just before Christmas, 
Burley’s debut saw Saints lose 3-0 
at Watford with Henderson open¬ 
ing the scoring on 28 minutes. 

The following March, in front of 
a crowd of under 20,000, Hender¬ 
son scored twice more as Watford 
completed the double over Saints 


with a 3-1 success at St Mary’s. 

Henderson failed to score in the 
Hornets’ play-off semi final suc¬ 
cess against Crystal Palace, but 
he was on the mark as Watford 
thumped Boothroyd’s former 
club Leeds in the final at Cardiff’s 
Millennium Stadium. 

After Jay Demerit and a Neil 
Sullivan own goal had put Wat¬ 
ford in control, Henderson com¬ 


pleted the win with a penalty six 
minutes from time. 

Against the odds, given where 
they had finished 12 months ear¬ 
lier, Watford were back in the Pre¬ 
mier League for the first time in 
six years. 

Sadly for Henderson, he 
couldn’t transfer his impressive 
Championship goal form to the 
biggest stage in British football. 


He failed to score at all in his 
first 27 league and cup appearanc¬ 
es of 2006/07, a drought eventual¬ 
ly broken when his penalty gave 
Watford victory at Upton Park on 
February 10. 

Later that month Henderson 
scored in a 1-1 home draw with 
Wigan, with his third - and final 
- goal of the season coming in a 
3-1 loss at White Hart Lane. Hen- 





Darius was the 


By Simon 

Carter 


Darius Henderson, main picture, celebrates 
a goal for Nottingham Forest. Bottom - 
Henderson scores one of his six goals for 
Watford against Saints at Vicarage Road in 
September 2007. 
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Saints' nemesis 



derson’s consolation came in the 
last minute when his side were 3-0 
down. 

In all, he made 35 Premier 
League appearances - 24 as a 
starter. He also failed to net in six 
cup outings. 

Back in the Championship in 
2007/08, Henderson made a su¬ 
perb start - netting five times in 
his first five league games. 


Two of those were in a dramatic 
win against Saints at Vicarage 
Road. 

Burley’s side led 2-1 going into 
the last 10 minutes, but Hender¬ 
son - on as a sub - levelled in the 
91st minute and then struck a 
90th minute decider. 

Those goals helped him win the 
Championship’s Player of the 
Month award for September 2007. 


Almost inevitably, he was again 
on target on January 1 2008 when 
Saints welcomed in the New Year 
by crashing to yet another defeat 
against Watford - this time 3-0. 

That meant the Hornets had 
scored 12 goals in recording four 
straight league wins against Bur¬ 
ley’s Saints - of which Henderson 
had netted half of them. 

In all, he scored 13 goals in 42 


appearances. 

Watford reached the Champion¬ 
ship play-offs, Henderson missing 
the semi final first leg against 
Hull due to a suspension. 

Without him, they lost 2-0 at Vic¬ 
arage Road. 

With him restored to the attack 
for the second leg, Henderson 
struck early to give Watford re¬ 
newed hope. 

It didn’t last long, though, with 
the Tigers roaring to a 4-1 win. 

Henderson’s Premier League 
dream was over, and he would 
never get the chance to play in the 
top flight again. 

As a result of missing out on 
promotion, Watford’s board were 
keen to bring in some money and 
Henderson was sold to divisional 
rivals Sheffield United for £2m. 

It meant a return to Yorkshire 
for the player who, though born 
in Surrey, moved to Doncaster at 
a young age. 

The move wasn’t a huge suc¬ 
cess at all, with Henderson only 
netting seven times in 37 appear¬ 
ances in 2008/09. 

For once, he didn’t score against 
Saints - but he still made the head¬ 
lines at St Mary’s. 

When the Blades visited Saints 
in February 2009, Henderson was 
dismissed in the 40th minute for 
kicking Jan-Paul Saeijs. 

Greg Halford had already put 
United ahead on an evening when 
only 13,257 turned up - Saints’ 
lowest ever league crowd at St 
Mary’s. 

Despite facing 10 men for the 
rest of the game, struggling 
Saints didn’t equalise until the 
90th minute through Andrew 
Surman. 

And then, symptomatic of the 
dismal season they had, Saints 
promptly conceded an injury 
time winner. 

In 2009/10, Henderson ended 
with 12 league goals - including 
his first professional hat-trick in 
a 3-2 win at Bristol City. 

The following season, 2010/11, 
provided Henderson’s second 
relegation after going down with 
Watford four years earlier. 

He only played eight games, 
scoring twice, as the Blades col¬ 
lapsed from Championship play¬ 
off finalists in his first season, 
2008/09, to relegation to the third 
tier in his third. 

In one of those games, he re¬ 
turned to Watford - only be sent 
off within the first 34 minutes for 
two bookable offences. 

After boss Kevin Blackwell left 
Bramall Lane early in the season, 
he was replaced by Gary Speed. 
The Welshman, though, quit in 
December to take over the manag¬ 
er of his country’s national team. 

A third boss, ex-Saints defender 
Micky Adams, was brought in but 
he was unable to keep the Blades 
from going down. Cont on page 16 


Silva lining 
for Tigers 

front facing page 

He spent a successful 
loan spell at League 1 club 
MK Dons in the first half 
of 2013/14, before another 
impressive spell with 
Middlesbrough in 2014/15. 

Bamford struck 17 
times in 38 Championship 
appearances - 32 of which 
were starts - as Boro reached 
the play-off final, losing 2-0 
to Norwich at Wembley. 

That is the sort of form 
Karanka will be hoping the 
striker, now 23, can replicate 
to take the north east club 
clear of a relegation battle. 

Gestede, meanwhile, 
also impressed in the 
Championship in 2014/15 
- scoring 22 times for 
Blackburn. 

That form won him a 
£6m move to Villa in the 
summer of 2015 and his time 
there started well with the 
winning goal on his debut at 
Bournemouth in the latter’s 
historic first ever top flight 
match. 

He only managed five more 



Marco Silva 


goals all season, though, 
and scored just four in 19 
appearances for Villa in 
2016/17 before moving to the 
Riverside. 

Unsurprisingly, two other 
top flight strugglers have 
also been busy in the transfer 
window so far. 

New Hull boss Marco Silva 
and new Swansea manager 
Paul Clement have each 
made three signings in a bid 
to help move away from the 
bottom three. 

He was this week brought 
in Everton striker Oumar 
Niasse on loan and Brazilian 
midfielder Evandro from FC 
Porto. 

Niasse moved to Goodison 
Park last January for £13.5m 
from Lokomotiv Moscow, 
but has only appeared in five 
league games for the club. 

His only appearance this 
term had been for Everton’s 
U23s in a Checkatrade 
Trophy tie at League 2 club 
Cheltenham in September. 

Continued on page 16 
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NON LEAGUE FOOTBALL 


Darius once got 
Sven the sack! 



Saints' Frazer Richardson holds off Millwall's Darius Henderson at The New Den in March 2012. 


from page 15 

Following the blow of relega¬ 
tion, Henderson put his career 
before cash. 

The striker, then 29, could have 
stuck with the relegated Blades 
for the last year of his contract 
and carried on pocketing his 
£15,000-a-week pay packet. 

But Henderson, sold by the 
cash-strapped Bramall Lane out¬ 
fit for a knock-down £lmillion, 
agreed to take a huge £9,000-a- 
week wage cut to sign a two-year 
Millwall deal and continue in the 
Championship. 

There he returned to doing 
what he’s best at - scoring against 
Saints! 

Though he fired blanks in the 
two league games, he was on tar¬ 
get at The New Den in a 1-1 FA 
Cup fourth round draw in Janu¬ 
ary 2012. 

Millwall stunned Nigel Adkins’ 
lofty hosts in the St Mary’s replay, 
winning 3-2, but Henderson was 
not on target. 

In an earlier FA Cup round, 
he had belted a hat-trick in a 5-0 
destruction of Dagenham & Red¬ 
bridge. 

His Lions strike partner that 
day scored the other two goals. 

He was a young lad on loan from 
Tottenham. His name? Harry 
Kane. 

Henderson ended the 2011/12 
season as Millwall’s top league 
scorer with 15 goals -19 in all com¬ 
petitions in just 34 appearances. 

Hat-tricks 

There were two more hat-tricks 
in the Championship - against 
Leicester City and Barnsley. 

The first of those two hat-tricks 
earnt former England boss Sven- 
Goran Eriksson the sack at the 
King Power Stadium. 

The following season, 2012/13, 
followed a familiar pattern. 

Though he was still scoring 
goals - seven in 21 games - he was 
allowed to join Nottingham For¬ 
est on loan in January 2013 in a 
bid to ease Millwall’s financial 
problems. 

Henderson netted twice for For¬ 
est in 11 games and his move was 
made permanent, on a free trans¬ 
fer, at the end of the season. 

In his first full season at the 
City Ground, Henderson struck 
nine times in 38 appearances - 
including late early season win¬ 
ners at Blackburn and at home to 
Barnsley. 

There was also another red card 
at Birmingham, where Hender¬ 
son came on as a second half sub 
only to see red eight minutes later 


for a reckless challenge on Paul 
Robinson. 

Henderson was released by 
Forest at the end of 2013/14 and 
joined League 1 club Leyton Ori¬ 
ent. 

He scored eight goals in 25 ap¬ 
pearances but was unable to stop 
the London club being relegated. 

Yet again he picked up a red 
card - sent off for elbowing Rich¬ 
ard Duffy after only half an hour 
at Port Vale. Goalless when he 
was dismissed, Orient went on to 
lose 3-1. 

That was the player’s 11th red 
card of his career - a dismal disci¬ 
plinary statistic indeed. 

Released at the end of the 
season, Henderson returned to 
Yorkshire once more to sign for 
League 1 club Scunthorpe. 

After 16 goalless appearances in 
all competitions, he was allowed 
to leave after Christmas and 
joined Coventry City on a short¬ 
term deal. 

He made five sub appearances 


in League 1 for the Sky Blues, but 
again failed to score. 

Now firmly at the veteran stage, 
Henderson’s journey around the 
lower divisions continued last 
summer when he moved to Mans¬ 
field. 

He went on to make 13 League 
2 appearances this term, though 
only three of them were starts. He 
scored once. 

Henderson also netted for the 
Stags in a Checkatrade Trophy 
loss to Derby County’s under-23s 
that was watched by a crowd of 
870 at Pride Park. 

That was his 131st and final 
competitive goal of a career 
which started when he came on as 
a sub for Reading in March 2000. 

The Reading academy graduate 
made more than 80 appearances 
for the club in all, although most 
came as a substitute. 

He only started five home 
matches, for example, but was in¬ 
troduced on no fewer than 33 oc¬ 
casions. 


Henderson’s first professional 
goals came in a 4-0 League Cup 
win over Luton Town in 2001, and 
that season he notched nine more 
times as a relative regular in Alan 
Pardew’s first team squad. 

Among his colleagues at the 
time was Jamie Cureton, another 
much-travelled striker who had a 
short spell with Eastleigh earlier 
this season. 

Also at the Madjeski Stadium 
at the time was Henderson’s new 
Eastleigh boss, Martin Allen. Al¬ 
len was Pardew’s assistant, but 
left after a few months of the 
2001/02 season. 

The following term, 2002/03, 
Henderson featured, mainly from 
the bench, in a season that saw 
the Royals reach the second tier 
play-offs. 

But after a loan spell at Bright¬ 
on, he was allowed to leave for 
Gillingham in 2004. 

Twelve months later, he was to 
start a journey that led him to the 
Premier League. 


Ins and outs 


from page 15 

Evandro is reunited 
with Silva for whom he 
played during his time at 
Portuguese club Estoril. 

The 30-year-old has found 
himself out of favour at 
Porto this season. 

Evandro joined Porto 
in 2014 and made 58 
appearances for the club, 

11 of which came in the 
Champions League, scoring 
eight goals. 

Markus Henriksen’s loan 
move from AZ Alkmaar was 
made permanent this month 
as well, but the midfielder is 
currently sidelined through 
injury. 

Dutch striker Luciano 
Narsingh has cost Swansea 
£4m from PSV Eindhoven. 

Like Boro’s signings, 
that has to be considered a 
gamble as well as the player 
has never appeared in the 
Premier League before. 

He is also not hugely 
prolific, having scored 21 



Martin Olsson 


times in 113 Dutch League 
games for PSV since signing 
for them in 2012. 

Clement this week spent 
also £9m on Tottenham 
midfielder Tom Carroll and 
Swedish international full 
back Martin Olsson from 
Norwich. 

Here is a list of all the 
Premier League ins and outs 
this month.. 

ARSENAL 

In: Cohen Bramall 
(Hednesford Town) £40,000 
Out: Jon Toral (Glasgow 
Rangers) loan 

BOURNEMOUTH 

Out: Brandon Goodship 
(Yeovil) Free, Jordan Lee 
(Torquay) loan, Emerson 
Hyndman (Glasgow 
Rangers) Loan 

BURNLEY 

In Joey Barton 
(Unattached) 

Continued on facing page 
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Vase is Northern 
powerhouse! 


By Simon J| 

Walter 



Marvin McLean fires Sholing's winner against West Auckland in the 2014 FA Vase final. 


THERE will be a new winner of 
the FA Vase this year - but Team 
Solent will have to end the North¬ 
ern League’s dominance to reach 
the quarter-finals. 

Sholing are the only Vase win¬ 
ners since 2008 not from the 
Northern League 

But even their 1-0 win at Wem¬ 
bley in 2014 was against a West 
Auckland side representing the 
Northern League, from which 
nine of the competition’s last 20 
winners have come. 

South Shields will be aiming 
to join the likes of holders Mor¬ 
peth Town, rivals North Shields 
(2015), Spennymoor Town (2013), 
Dunston UTS (2012) and four-time 
winners Whitley Bay (2002, 2009, 
2010 and 2011). 

Before Wimborne Town became 
the first Wessex club to win the 
Vase in 1992, no Northern League 
club had ever won it. 

But recent history shows that 
victory over South Shields would 
make Team Solent one of the fa¬ 
vourites to go all the way. 

Other than Sholing and Win¬ 
chester City (2004), the only south¬ 
ern clubs to have won the Vase 
since Whitley Bay won the first 
of their four finals in ten years 
have been Didcot Town (2005) and 
Truro City (who beat AFC Totton 
in the 2007 final). 

Not only are South Shields from 
the Northern League, they are 
currently second in the table and 
have won their last 12 matches, a 
run stretching back to a 1-0 home 
defeat against leaders North 
Shields in November. 


But unlike many of the league 
rivals, they have not won the FA 
Vase before. 

Sunderland RCA, the other 
Northern League team in the FA 


Vase (they are away to Newport 
Pagnell Town in the last 16 next 
weekend) 

They were only promoted back 
into the Northern League’s first 


division last season, when they 
won the division two title with the 
help of former Sunderland mid¬ 
fielder Julio Area and ex-Hartle¬ 
pool striker David Foley. 


Burnley boss celebrates 200th game at Emirates 


BURNLEY boss Sean Dyche will 
celebrate a personal milestone at 
the Emirates Stadium on Sunday 
but admits it is almost inconceiv¬ 
able that any future top-flight 
manager will reign as long as 
Arsene Wenger. 

Dyche marks his 200th game in 
charge of the Clarets but his lon¬ 
gevity pales into insignificance 
when held up against that of his 
Gunners counterpart, who is 
the longest-serving current boss 
in British football having taken 
charge in October 2006. 

Dyche holds the Frenchman in 
high esteem and believes his re¬ 


cord will stand the test of time, 
given the cultural changes in the 
game over the last decade which 
make patience and prudence a 
much less admired asset. 

The Burnley manager said: 
“I think football often mirrors 
life and you want it all quicker, 
you want it delivered yesterday, 
you want it cheaper, you want it 
throw-away, you want to get bored 
with it and move on. 

“Football has become a bit like 
that as regards managers, so I 
think it is unlikely that you will 
last that long, and the ones that do 
last that long will do so because 


they have a lot of success.” 

Dyche regards Wenger, along 
with Sir Alex Ferguson, as one 
of his key managerial inspira¬ 
tions and admits it is no coin¬ 
cidence that certain parallels 
can be drawn between the Gun¬ 
ners’ approach to the business of 
football and the outlook at Turf 
Moor. 

“I think some of the principles 
we look at as a whole club are 
similar,” added Dyche. 

“Arsene has tried to run it as a 
business and a football team on 
both levels, and the business mod¬ 
el he has achieved is absolutely 


incredible.” 

Burnley’s recent financial pru¬ 
dence is paying off handsome¬ 
ly this season as they headed 
into the weekend boasting the 
third best home record in the top 
flight, albeit alongside a dismal 
away record that needs to im¬ 
prove. 

The Emirates Stadium may 
seem an unlikely setting for such 
a revival but Dyche, who could be 
boosted by the returns of Dean 
Marney and Johan Berg Gud- 
mundsson, believes he has seen 
signs of improvement on their 
travels in recent times. 


Ins and outs 


from facing page 

CHELSEA 

Out: Patrick Bamford 
(Middlesbrough) £5.5m, 
Charlie Colkett (Swindon) 
loan, Fankaty Dabo 
(Swindon) loan, Islam 
Feruz (Swindon) loan, 

Izzy Brown (Huddersfield) 
Loan, John Mikel 
Obi (Tianjin TEDA) 
Undisclosed 

CRYSTAL PALACE 

In: Jeffrey Schlupp 
(Leicester) £12m 
Out: Keshi Anderson 
(Northampton) loan, 
Freddie Ladapo 
(Shrewsbury) loan 

EVERTON 

In: Morgan Schneiderlin 
(Manchester United) 

£20m, Ademola Lookman 
(Charlton) £llm 
Out: Antony Evans 
(Morecambe) loan, Gethin 



Jeffrey Schlupp. 


Jones (Barnsley) loan, 
Callum Connolly (Wigan) 
loan, Tom Cleverley 
(Watford) loan, Conor 
Grant (Doncaster) loan, 
Oumar Niasse (Hull) loan. 

HULL CITY 

In: Evandro (Porto) 
Undisclosed, Markus 
Henriksen (AZ Alkmaar) 
undisclosed, Oumar Niasse 
(Everton) loan 

LEICESTER CITY 

In: Wilfred Ndidi (Genk) 
£15m 

Out: Jeffrey Schlupp 
(Crystal Palace) £12m 

LIVERPOOL 

Out: Joe Maguire 
(Fleetwood) undisclosed, 
Tiago Ilori (Reading) 
undisclosed, Pedro 
Chirivella (Go Ahead 
Eagles) Loan 

MANCHESTER CITY 

Out: Ian Lawlor 
(Doncaster) Undisclosed. 
Continued on page 18 
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Puel: 'No need to 
sign centre back' 


Claude Puel believes Maya Yoshida, left, and Virgil Van Dijk, right, will step up following Fonte's departure 


Topflight 
ins and outs 

From page 17 

MANCHESTER CITY 

Out: George Glendon 

(Fleetwood) undisclosed 

MANCHESTER 

UNITED 

Out: In: Morgan Schneider- 
lin (Everton) £20m, Joe Riley 
(Sheffield United) loan, Sam 
Johnstone (Aston Villa) loan 

MIDDLESBROUGH 

In: Patrick Bamford (Chel¬ 
sea) £5.5m, Rudy Gestede 
(Aston Villa) undisclosed 
Out: Emilio Nsue (Bir¬ 
mingham) Undisclosed, 
David Nugent (Derby) un¬ 
disclosed, Julien de Sart 
(Derby) Loan, Tomas Mejias 
(Rayo Vallecano) Loan 

SOUTHAMPTON 

Out: Dominic Gape (Wy¬ 
combe) free 

STOKE CITY 


Morgan Schneiderlin 


In: Lee Grant (Derby) £1.3m 
Out: Jakob Haugaard 

(Wigan] loan 

SWANSEA 

In: Tom Carroll (Totten¬ 
ham) £4.5m, Martin Olsson 
(Norwich) £4m, Luciano 
Narsingh [PSV Eindhoven) 
undisclosed 

TOTTENHAM 

Out: Tom Carroll (Swan¬ 
sea) £4.5m, Ryan Loft (Steve¬ 
nage) loan 

WATFORD 

In: Tom Cleverley (Ever¬ 
ton) loan 

WEST BROM 

Out: Tyler Roberts 

(Shrewsbury) loan, Andre 
Wright (Yeovil) loan, Craig 
Gardner (Birmingham) loan 

WEST HAM 

Out: Alex Pike (Chel¬ 
tenham) loan, Lewis Page 
(Charlton) undisclosed, Jaa- 
nai Gordon (Newport)Loan, 
Martin Samuelsen (Peter¬ 
borough) Loan 


CLAUDE Puel has insisted he is 
satisfied with Southampton’s cen¬ 
tral defensive options and feels no 
urgency to sign a replacement for 
Jose Fonte before the end of the 
January transfer window. 

The manager has also revealed 
that Fonte’s £8million transfer to 
West Ham could lead to Florin 
Gardos finally being given a run 
in the first team. 

Southampton on Sunday host 
Leicester in the Premier League, 
in which they hope to end a run of 
four consecutive defeats. 

The departure of the 33-year- 
old Fonte, despite his status as 
captain, could yet prove a posi¬ 
tive given Puel said his squad had 
found the uncertainty surround¬ 
ing his future difficult. 

Virgil van Dijk and Maya Yoshi¬ 
da are again expected to become 
the Frenchman’s first-choice cen¬ 
tral defence. Puel, however, also 
explained the £4million Gardos 
will be given the chance to add to 
the 11 appearances he has made 
in the injury-disrupted two-and-a- 
half-years since his arrival. 

“It’s a long time with a lot inju¬ 
ries for Gardos,” said Puel of the 
Romanian. “But he came back 
for the Under-23s before (Wednes¬ 
day’s 1-0 defeat of Norwich) with 
a good level and we will see if we 
just have Jack (Stephens) and 
Florin (Gardos) or you might see 
another player (now Fonte has 
left). 

“Florin comes back in at an in¬ 
teresting level. We know he’s had 
different injuries and we will see 
in the reflection to see if Florin 
can participate with the squad at 
a good level. We will see this. 

“It’s a strong defence: a strong 
central defence, with technical 
(quality) and with good quality in 
the duels. Sometimes (because of) 
injury or a player with a red card 
it’s important to consider if it’s 
enough with Jack and Florin to 
give a solution. 

“It’s other quality than Jose, but 
I’m happy with the situation and 
with Yoshida and Van Dijk.” 

The highly-rated Van Dijk, in 
addition to Ryan Bertrand, is ex¬ 
pected to be recalled for Sunday’s 
fixture after both recovered their 
fitness, but Sofiane Boufal, Ste¬ 
ven Davis, Alex McCarthy, Matt 
Targett and Charlie Austin are 
among those who remain injured. 

Southampton’s winless run in 
the league has led to criticism of 
Puel’s tactics, but the 55-year-old 
has regardless insisted he has 
no desire to change their shape 
or the rotation system that has 
caused frustration. 

“It’s always the same system, al¬ 


ways the same tactic, every time. 
Every play. All the players have 
rehearsed the system, and the 
play,” he said. 

“It’s an obligation (to rotate): 
we play every three days, it’s not 
possible to play with the same 11 
players.” 

Leicester boss Claudio Ranieri 
is ready to offer his squad another 
reward to aid their away form. 

The champions are yet to win 
away in the Premier League this 
season having earned their first 
domestic victory on the road with 
a 2-1 FA Cup win at Everton ear¬ 
lier this month. 

They beat Club Brugge 3-0 in 
the Champions League in Sep¬ 
tember but their last away league 
triumph came in a 2-0 win at Sun¬ 
derland last April. 

Last season Ranieri promised 
pizza to his squad after they failed 
to keep a clean sheet until Octo¬ 


ber and he is preparing another 
incentive ahead of the trip to the 
south coast. 

He said: “Last season we won so 
many away, this season no - but we 
are the same. Sooner or later we 
will soon win away. So far we’ve 
only won in Champions League 
and FA Cup (matches) away from 
home - now we must change our 
mood. 

“Sometimes you have to change 
something when something is 
wrong, you must be stronger and 
try to change the way. That is 
what I want to see. 

“I saw one month ago we were 
back - now we’re ready to fight 
again like last season. I watch my 
players and see them focused and 
concentrated. We forgot about 
the title, forgot everything. Now 
we’re very focused on fighting for 
40 points. 

“I’ll ask them if they want pizza 


or something more for the clean 
sheet. It would be fantastic to have 
four or five clean sheets in a row. 

“I’ll speak to the players now 
and ask what they want that’s 
nice.” 

The champions have lost seven 
and drawn three of their 10 away 
games before their match at St 
Mary’s with Ranieri wary of the 
Saints. 

He added: “They are a good 
team, they keep possession well 
and move the ball quickly. The 
last game I remember we drew 
(0-0) but they deserved to win. We 
must concentrate and be aggres¬ 
sive.” 

Ranieri is without Riyad Mah- 
rez and Islam Slimani who are on 
African Nations Cup duty with 
Algeria while Leonardo Ulloa, 
who handed in a transfer request 
this week, is sidelined with a 
thigh problem. 
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Selection issues for 
Tigers' boss Silva 



Hull City's Dieumerci Mbokani (right) is unavailable for Hull today as he is representing DR Congo in the Africa Cup 
of Nations 


HULL head coach Marco Silva 
must decide whether to throw 
new loan signing Omar Elabdel- 
laoui straight into the fray on 
Sunday at Premier League lead¬ 
ers Chelsea. 

Elabdellaoui, 25, solved the Ti¬ 
gers’ right-back problem and be¬ 
came Silva’s third signing at the 
KCOM Stadium when he joined 
from Olympiacos until the end of 
the season on Friday 

But the Norway international 
has not played a competitive 
game since November due to an 
ankle injury and Silva may opt to 
start with fit-again midfielder Da¬ 
vid Meyler on the right side of his 
defence in the continued absence 
of Moses Odubajo. 

Elabdellaoui is reunited with 
former Olympiacos coach Silva 
and the player’s arrival was clear¬ 
ly one of the Portuguese’s top 
priorities when he replaced Mike 
Phelan earlier this month. 

“First of all we needed one play¬ 
er for that position because we’ve 
played three games without one 
right-back,” Silva said. 

“Meyler and (Harry) Maguire 
did their best and they had very 
good performances, but they’re 
not really natural right-backs. 

“Elabdellaoui is an internation¬ 
al player. He’s a fast player and 
one I know. He worked with me 
for one year and I believe in the 
player and believe he’ll improve 
our squad.” 

Silva could be without talisman 
Robert Snodgrass as the Scotland 
international battles to overcome 
a slight muscle strain, while 
Ahmed Elmohamady (Egypt) and 
Dieumerci Mbokani (DR Congo) 
are on African Nations Cup duty. 

The Tigers boss must also fill 
the gap left by Jake Livermore’s 
£10million switch to West Brom 
with Evandro, the Brazilian mid¬ 
fielder signed last week from 
Porto, hoping to make his first 
start. 

Hull secured their first win in 
10 Premier League games at home 
last week against Bournemouth 
to kick-start their fight for sur¬ 
vival and Silva feels that victory 
has lifted his players before the 
daunting trip to Stamford Bridge. 

“It’s been a good week for us,” 
Silva said. “We will have more 
sessions before the game and it’s 
important. 

“I feel the players are happier 
after our last few games and that’s 
important. 

“After one win, it’s easier and 
better to work with the play¬ 
ers. It’s important to look at the 
players’ faces and see the confi¬ 
dence.” 


The Tigers’ survival chances 
could hinge on how they come out 
of their next four league fixtures 
as the trip to London is followed 
by successive games against Man¬ 
chester United (away), Liverpool 
(home) and Arsenal (away). 

An EFL Cup return leg against 


United and an FA Cup clash at 
Fulham are sandwiched in be¬ 
tween, but Silva refused to look 
beyond Sunday. 

“It’s a difficult game, sure,” he 
added. “They are the best team 
in the Premier League, they’re in 
first position. 


“They didn’t start well but they 
changed some things in the team 
and have had a fantastic season. 

“At home they have won nine 
and only lost one game. 

“It’s a tough game for us, but 
we have confidence we will play 
(well) and compete in this game.” 


'Cup will not 
distract us../ 

CLAUDE Puel has revealed 
he considers the Premier 
League and Sunday’s 
fixture with Leicester to 
be Southampton’s priority, 
even with his side one 
game away from the EFL 
Cup final. 

Southampton on Sunday 
host Leicester having lost 
their past four league 
fixtures while progressing 
to the fourth round of the 
FA Cup and building a 
one-goal lead ahead of next 
week’s EFL Cup semi-final 
at Liverpool. 

Wednesday’s trip not 
only represents a rare 
opportunity to reach a 
first major final since the 
FA Cup in 2003, but the 
chance to make up for 
the disappointment of 
elimination at the group 
stages of the Europa 
League. 

That they are 13th in 
the Premier League puts 
them in a group of at least 
seven clubs who seem 
relatively secure from 
relegation but too far 
behind to challenge the top 
six - essentially those for 
whom cup success would 
be particularly significant 
- but Puel has no desire to 
gamble against Leicester 
to strengthen their chances 
in either cup. 

“The most important 
game is Leicester,” said the 
Southampton manager, 55. 
“It is important to stop this 
situation; the losses in the 
Premier League. 

“We need a good result 
and points now to be 
sufficient. After (that), the 
cup is a good thing. It is an 
exciting game and we will 
have time to consider this 
game. 

“The most important 
game is Leicester. After, 
to play Liverpool in the 
semi-final (second) leg is 
another thing.” 

Asked if that meant the 
league was his priority, 
the Frenchman responded: 
“Yes of course. It is very 
important for us. 

“It is important to find 
the solution and keep the 
attitude up from the last 
game (beating Norwich 1-0 
in an FA Cup third-round 
replay) because it was 
very interesting. Now it 
is important to find this 
efficiency and to take 
points with all the support 
of the fans. It is important 
now to find the solution 
in a game between two 
teams in difficulties. It is 
an important game; the 
maturity and experience 
will be important without 
thinking of other games in 
other competitions.” 
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Good Evans 

Dan Evans continued his 
sensational run in the 
Australian Open by defeating 
Bernard Tomic to make it 
through to the last 16. 

The British number three 
should break into the top 50 
for the first time as a result 
of his heroics. 

Here, the Sports Pink 
details five things about 
the 26-year-old from 
Birmingham. 

1. Evans has reached the 
last 16 of a grand slam for 
the first time but he has 
made it through to the third 
round of three successive 
major tournaments. From a 
ranking outside 700 in June 
2015, Evans climbed into the 
top 100 in less than a year 
and has continued to rise. 

2. Evans arrived in 
Melbourne on the back of 
one of the best weeks of his 
career in Sydney. The 26-year- 
old defeated world number 
eight Dominic Thiem for 

his first victory over a 
top-10 player at the Apia 
International and went on 
to reach the first ATP Tour 
final of his career, losing to 
Gilles Muller. 


3. Evans came closest to 
beating eventual US Open 
champion Stan Wawrinka in 
New York last year. He held 
match point in a fourth-set 
tie-break against the Swiss 
but Wawrinka saved it and 
went on to win in five before 
beating Novak Djokovic in 
the final. Evans described the 
result as a “heart-breaker”. 

4. Evans played a key role 
in Britain’s rise up the Davis 
Cup rankings, leading to 
their shock title run in 2015. 

He upset two higher-ranked 
players against Slovakia 
in 2012 and then defeated 
Russia’s Evgeny Donskoy 
in a deciding rubber to send 
Britain to the verge of the 
World Group the following 
year. 

5. Evans’ mother 
Bernadette, a nurse, rarely 
watches his matches. He 
said at the US Open: “She 
doesn’t really like it, to be 
honest, but I don’t like her 
job either.” 







SAINTS 


SAINTS have yet to make a 
January transfer window signing 
this month, but here are five of 
the best the club have previously 
made. 

Grzegorz Rasiak 

The Polish striker was signed 
by George Burley for the second 
time at the end of the 2006 win¬ 
dow. 

Having signed him for Derby 
from Italian club Siena in the 
summer of 2004, Burley did so 
again - initially on loan from Tot¬ 
tenham. 

Rasiak plundered 18 Champi¬ 
onship goals in 2004/05, earning 
himself a £2m move to Totten¬ 
ham. 

But his White Hart Lane career 
never took off and he jumped at 
the chance to link up again with 
Burley at St Mary’s. 

Rasiak struck four goals in 13 
Championship appearances in 
2005/06, including a brace in a 2-1 
win at Stoke. 

Signed permanently in the 
summer of 2006 for £2m, he was 
top scorer with 21 league and 
cup goals in his first full season, 
2006/07. 

Marek Saganowski 

Like Rasiak, another Polish 
striker to initially arrive at St 
Mary’s on loan. 

In his case, Saganowski was 
signed from French club Troyes 
at the end of the January 2007 
window. 

He was an instant hit, belting 10 
goals in 12 Championship appear¬ 
ances as Saints made the play¬ 
offs. 

Included in his tally was a hat- 
trick when Saints equalled their 
record away league win - tri¬ 
umphing 6-0 at fellow high fliers 
Wolves. 

Like Rasiak, he was also signed 
permanently after his loan ex¬ 
pired. 

Unlike Rasiak, though, the 
goals then dried up - only manag¬ 
ing to score twice in the league in 
his first full season, 2007/08. 

Saganowski made six League 
1 appearances for Saints two 
seasons later before leaving St 
Mary’s - a low-key end to a career 
in English football that had start¬ 
ed so promisingly. 

lose Fonte 

Saints were in the third division 
when Alan Pardew persuaded the 
Crystal Palace centre half to step 
down a tier in January 2010. 

Fonte cost Saints £1.2m - a huge 
sum for a League 1 club. 


But Saints were no ordinary 
League 1 club, and Fonte knew 
that. 

He could probably see that, 
post-Markus Liebherr takeover, 
the club were starting to arrest 
six years of decline. 

He would be proved right in see¬ 
ing that, but even Fonte must be 
amazed by how much Saints have 
achieved since he swapped Sel- 


hurst Park for St Mary’s. 

Personally, he has made 288 ap¬ 
pearances in all competitions and 
helped Saints win back to back 
promotions, finish in the top six 
of the Premier League, and qual¬ 
ify for the Europa League two 
years running. 

In addition, he has helped Por¬ 
tugal win the 2016 European 
Championships. 


Only in recent months has Fon- 
te’s love affair with Saints started 
to turn sour, leading to his recent 
transfer request. 

It would be a crying shame 
if the manner of his departure 
overshadowed his superb Saints 
career. 

lason Puncheon 




Five of Saints' 

By Simon |"["j 

Carter _ ' 
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SAINTS 


January finest 


Three impressive Saints 
strike signings in the 
winter transfer window 
- Marek Saganowski 
(right), Grzegorz Rasiak 
(middle) and Billy Sharp 
(bottom). 




The winger arrived in the same 
window as Fonte, a £250,000 sign¬ 
ing from Plymouth Argyle. 

Puncheon had impressed 
against Saints earlier in the sea¬ 
son while on loan to MK Dons 
from the Devon club. 

Puncheon immediately won a 
regular place in Alan Pardew’s 
attack-minded Saints, and played 
his part in some rampant League 


1 displays - a 5-0 thrashing of Hud¬ 
dersfield and 5-1 triumphs over 
Walsall and Bristol Rovers. 

Puncheon was also a regular for 
the first few months of 2010/11 
until the end of October. After 
that, he was sent on loan to first 
Millwall and then, after a brief 
return to St Mary’s, to Premier 
League club Blackpool. 

It was bizarre - the player was 


surplus to requirements at a 
third division club but wanted by 
a top flight one! 

Loaned out again to QPR at the 
start of 2011/12, Puncheon hard¬ 
ly played before returning once 
more to Saints in January 2012 
and making several appearances 
as the club won promotion to the 
Premier League. 

Back in the top flight, he estab¬ 


lished himself in Saints’ first XI 
- surprising all the fans who had 
thought his St Mary’s career was 
over on more than one occasion. 

He struck six goals as Saints put 
their early season woes behind 
them to maintain their Premier 
League status. 

Croydon-born Puncheon, 
though, was keen to return to 
south London so it might perfect 
sense to loan him to Crystal Pal¬ 
ace ahead of the 2013/14 season. 

The move was made permanent 
the following January. 

Now 30, Puncheon remains a 
regular in the Palace XI, though 
he has yet to score in 21 appear¬ 
ances this season. 

Billy Sharp 

He was signed by his former 
Scunthorpe boss Nigel Adkins in 
January 2012 for £1.7m from Don¬ 
caster for one reason. 

That was to help provide extra 
firepower to aid Saints’ push to¬ 
wards promotion to the Premier 
League. 

Sharp did just that. 

After scoring once in his first 
seven games, he struck eight 
times in Saints’ last eight Champi¬ 
onship games - including doubles 
against former club Doncaster, 
Portsmouth and Peterborough. 

Having helped Saints reach the 
promised land, Sharp immediate¬ 
ly fell out of favour. 

He appeared as a sub in the 
first two Premier League games 
of 2012/13, and then scored in a 
League Cup win at Stevenage. 

And that was it, he never ap¬ 
peared for Saints again in a 
competitive game - instead being 
loaned out to Nottingham Forest, 
Reading and Doncaster prior to 
being released in the summer of 
2014. 

He spent a season at Leeds be¬ 
fore returning to Sheffield United 
for his third spell with the Blades. 

Sharp is still a regular scorer, 
with 17 to his name this season - 
making it 178 in his league career 
and 189 in all competitions in all. 

And here are five of Saints’ 
worst January transfer window 
signings 

Stephen O'Halloran 

The Republic of Ireland inter¬ 
national was recruited on loan 
from Aston Villa midway through 
the 2008 window by boss George 
Burley. 

The manager left shortly after¬ 
wards, though, and O’Halloran’s 
only first team appearance came 
as a second half sub in a 1-0 home 
loss to Norwich, coming on as 
a 65th minute replacement for 
Bradley Wright-Phillips in a for¬ 
gettable Championship game. 

Continued on page 22 


Joy of six for 
Saints 

Southampton Saints 
thrashed Larkhall 6-2 in the 
Women’s Premier League. 

But the game was not 
as easy as the scoreline 
suggested. 

With Larkhall sitting one 
place above their hosts, it 
was always going to be a 
keenly contested affair. 

And that is how the game 
panned out until Saints took 
total control late on. 

Saints took the lead 
through Nicole Mathews, 
who forced the keeper to 
make a mistake, but Larkhall 
hit back to take the lead. 

The Reds had several 
chances to draw level with 
skipper Krystal Whyte and 
Mathews failing to finish 
with only the keeper to beat. 

Saints goal machine Becki 
Bath was also another 
through on goal but shot 
wide. 

Mathews grabbed her 
second on 25 minutes after 
being sent clean through. 

The second half saw Saints 
in the ascendancy. 

Though Larkhall defended 



Krystal White 


resolutely, it was always 
only going to be a matter of 
time before Saints grabbed 
another. 

Saints’ patience paid off 
on 70 minutes with Emma 
Whitlock poking a ball 
through the back four for 
Mathews to complete her 
treble. 

A double substitution saw 
Bex Davis and Carla Perkins 
replaced by Aliss Wheeler 
and Alisha Buckingham. 

Five minutes later Saints 
went further ahead as 
Krystal Whyte rounded 
Wright and two minutes later 
exactly the same happened 
and Whyte scored again. 

Buckingham, 17, broke free 
down the right, shrugged off 
a defender and made it six. 

This Sunday Saints Ladies 
host Southern Region side 
Winchester in the quarter 
finals of the Hampshire 
Cup at Sholing FC (2pm). 
Admission is free. 

The victors face 
Portsmouth Ladies in 
the semis after they beat 
Basingstoke 5- 2. 
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Forgettable 

from page 21 

Stern John missed a 
penalty for Saints, while 
current Saint Ryan Bertrand 
was in the Canaries side on 
loan from Chelsea. 

O’Halloran had won two 
senior caps for his country 
in the summer 2007 before he 
had ever made a professional 
appearance for his club. 
Indeed, he never made a first 
team outing in four years at 
Villa Park prior to moving to 
Coventry in 2010. 

He signed for Salford City 
in the summer of 2015 and 
last season scored in an FA 
Cup tie against Hartlepool 
that was screened live on 
BBC TV. 

lago Falque 

The Spaniard arrived on 
loan at St Mary’s midway 
through the 2012 window. 

Having been signed by 
Tottenham from Juventus 
in the summer of 2011, he 
had only played six times 
for Spurs prior to moving to 
St Mary’s - five times in the 
Europa League and once in 
the FA Cup. 

Nigel Adkins started him 



lago Falque 


in a 2-0 home loss to Leicester 
City, and bringing him off in 
the 56th minute for Steve De 
Ridder. 

And that was it. He never 
appeared for Saints again. 

Since then, Falque has been 
a regular scorer in Italy. He 
netted 13 times in 32 matches 
for Genoa in 2014/15, form 
that earnt him a move to 
Roma. 

He is currently on loan to 
Torino, and has netted an 
impressive eight times in 16 
Serie A appearances. 

Jonathan Forte 

Nigel Adkins signed his 
former Scunthorpe striker 
on a permanent deal in 2011. 

He was never going to be an 
immediate first choice - not 
when Rickie Lambert and 
Lee Barnard were up front 
and scoring regularly. 

Forte was to only make 11 
league appearances in three 
and a half years at St Mary’s 
- all but one of which was to 
come in 2010/11. 

Continued on facing page 



Sisu woe for Sky 




TEN years on from Saints’ rejec¬ 
tion of Sisu, the plight of Coven¬ 
try City provides a salutary tale 
of what might have been. 

Saints may be in the middle of 
their least enjoyable league sea¬ 
son since regaining their place 
in the Premier League five years 
ago, but Coventry City’s slide 
down the football pyramid is a re¬ 
minder of the sort of events that 
could have been set in motion at 
St Mary’s in late 2007. 

It is nearly a decade since the 
prospective £40m takeover of 
Southampton FC by Sisu Capital 
Limited, a London-based hedge 
fund, was rejected by major 
shareholders Rupert Lowe, Leon 
Crouch and Michael Wilde. 

That decision, one of the best 
made in the history of Southamp¬ 
ton FC, prompted the resigna¬ 
tions of the management team at 
the time - chairman Ken Dulieu, 
chief executive Jim Hone and 
commercial director Andrew Old- 
know - and Sisu focused on Coven¬ 
try instead. 

Saints’ future was uncertain 
but Crouch, Wilde and Lowe pre¬ 
ferred to wait for better offers 
rather than jump straight in with 
Sisu. 

Their judgement was proved to 
be spot on as Sisu were sent to 
Coventry...heralding the worst pe¬ 
riod in the Sky Blues’ history. 

How grateful Saints fans should 
be that Lowe, Crouch and Wilde 
made the call they did. But it is 
easy to say that now. 

It would be another 18 months, 
before most realised how saga¬ 
cious they were. In July 2009, 
Markus Liebherr rescued the club 
before laying the foundations for 
its back-to-back promotions back 
into English football’s elite. 

Within five years of rejecting 
Sisu, Saints were back in the 
Premier League - while Coventry 
were relegated to League One. 

No-one needs reminding of the 
late Liebherr’s ongoing legacy 
- four seasons of continual Pre¬ 
mier League improvement, culmi¬ 
nating in last season’s sixth place 
and considerable investment in 
not only the playing squad one of 
Europe’s best training grounds. 

Coventry, meanwhile, are slum¬ 
ming it at the bottom of League 
One after losing to fellow strug¬ 
gles Chesterfield last weekend. 
They are in serious danger of 
relegation to the bottom tier of 
English football for the first time 
in 58 years. 

Relegation from the Premier 
League in 2001, after 34 succes¬ 
sive seasons in the top flight, was 
nothing compared to what City 


are currently having to endure. 

Chesterfield were the opposi¬ 
tion when Coventry last won a 
league game back on November 
1 and protests against Sisu have 
been a regular occurrence in the 
last nine years. 

After the Chesterfield defeat, 
Coventry issued a plea to sup¬ 
porters to stop blowing whistles 
inside the stadium, fearing sanc¬ 


tions from the FA. 

Coventry were 20 minutes from 
going into administration when 
Ray Ranson’s SISU took over. 

But while Saints accepted the 
ten-point deduction before mov¬ 
ing onwards and upwards, Coven¬ 
try’s nightmare went from bad to 
worse. 

The Sisu era reached its nadir 
in 2013-14, the season Coventry 


had to groundshare with North¬ 
ampton Town after going into 
administration following a rent 
row with Arena Coventry Limit¬ 
ed (ACL), who manage the Ricoh 
Arena on behalf of the owners, 
Coventry City Council. 

The Sky Blues gripe was over 
having to pay around £1.3m a year 
in rent and were not receiving the 
matchday revenue they felt they 
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Blues goes on.. 



warranted. 

It is a subject the Coventry Tel¬ 
egraph’s chief reporter Simon 
Gilbert goes into in much greater 
detail in his book A Club Without 
A Home - The Fight Behind The 
Sky Blues’ Return From Exile. 

Their average attendance that 
season was just 2,570 - the fourth 
lowest in the Football League 
(and the lowest in the top three 


divisions). 

Worse than that are some of 
the laughable tales highlighted 
in Gilbert’s book, which include 
the revelation that one Sisu board 
member discussed introducing 
a text-a-substitute option during 
matches. And he was not joking. 

Coventry returned to the Ricoh 
Arena in 2014 on a groundshare 
basis with Wasps RFC. 


But the 32,609-capacity stadium 
is in danger of becoming the big¬ 
gest to host League Two football. 

Sisu has claimed it has invested 
£70m in Coventry City FC. But 
since signing Sammy Clingan 
from Norwich City for £650,000 in 
2009 (a year after buying Freddy 
Eastwood for £1.2m from Wolves 
and Keiren Westwood for £500,000 
from Carlisle), they have been re¬ 


stricted to free transfers (includ¬ 
ing former Saints trainee Jordan 
Turnbull last August). 

Now, under Russell Slade (Cov¬ 
entry’s 15th manager in ten years 
under Sisu), they are in freefall, 
with many fearing they may even 
end up as a non-League club. 

It was bad enough when they 
went down to League One in 2012 
for the first time in 48 years. 

But they have not been in the 
fourth tier since winning promo¬ 
tion from the old fourth division 
in 1959. 

That was the first of three pro¬ 
motions in nine years, the last two 
of which were achieved under the 
management of the late Jimmy 
Hill, who spearheaded what has 
been called ‘The Sky Blue Revolu¬ 
tion’ (these days the Jimmy Hill 
statue is a meeting place for anti- 
Sisu protests) 

Coventry could do with a figure 
as inspirational as the great Jim¬ 
my to arrest what seems like an 
inexorable decline. 

Many Saints fans have talked of 
‘dodging a bullet’ when discuss¬ 
ing Sisu, but Coventry’s night¬ 
mare goes on as their owners 
stubbornly refuse to sell up. 

You have to give credit to their 
supporters, though. With an av¬ 
erage crowd of 9,000 (they would 
often get 20,000-plus crowds in 
the Championship a decade ago) 
the Sky Blues are still drawing 
the eighth biggest attendances in 
League One. 

It is just a crying shame that the 
30th anniversary of their finest 
hour, the 3-2 win against Totten¬ 
ham Hotspur in the 1987 FA Cup 
final, looks like it might arrive 
with the club facing up to the re¬ 
alities of life in League Two. 

Memories of Keith Houchen’s 
diving header and the sheer joy 
expressed by John Sillett, their 
Southampton-born manager, are 
far removed from the realities of 
2017. 

These days, Sillett is said to be 
tearful when discussing how far 
the club has fallen. 

Saints have so much to be 
thankful for. 

Lowe had his critics during his 
time as chairman but he, Crouch 
and Wilde deserve a lot of thanks 
for the decision they made back 
in December 2007. 

Explaining their rejection of 
Sisu, Wilde told the Daily Echo 
at the time: “There was too much 
politics and media play in the way 
they ran things. 

“I was certainly disappointed 
there did seem to be a consider¬ 
able amount of abandonment of 
the original manifesto once their 
feet were under the table.” 

And so it was that Lowe, Crouch 
and Wilde were Saints’ three wise 
men, before Father Christmas ar¬ 
rived in the form of the avuncu¬ 
lar Liebherr. 


from facing page 

He scored just two goals - 
but what important strikes 
they were. 

Coming on as a sub at 
home to MK Dons in March 
2010 with Saints 2-0 down, 
Forte had a remarkable 
impact. Within five minutes 
of coming on, he had scored 
twice - and Lee Barnard 
completed Saints’ comeback 
with a late winner in a 
dramatic League 1 contest. 

Forte only made two league 
starts for Saints - in a 1-0 
home win over Bristol Rovers 
in April 2010 and in the 2-1 
win at Brighton, where he 
was replaced at half-time by 
Adam Lallana. 

Forte scored 18 goals in two 
League 1 seasons for Oldham 
after being released by Saints 
in the summer of 2014. 

He is currently Notts 
County’s top scorer with 
seven goals. 

Tadanari Lee 

Signed in a blaze of hype in 
the 2012 window, Lee arrived 
from Sanfrecce Hiroshima 
with a growing reputation. 

How he much cost Saints 
was never made public, with 
some reports claiming the 
club paid around £1.5m for 



Vegard Forren 


his services. 

He was a hero in his home 
country of Japan, having 
scored the winning goal in 
the 2011 Asian Cup final 
against Australia. 

Lee was to make just 
14 appearances in all 
competitions for Saints, 
scoring twice. 

His last first team outing 
was in a League Cup loss at 
Sunderland in November 
2013, with Saints cancelling 
his contract two months 
later. He returned to his 
native country to sign for 
Urawa Red Diamonds. 

Vegard Forren 

Though O’Halloran and 
Falque only played in 
one game for Saints, that 
was still one more than 
the Norwegian defender 
managed. 

Signed for £4m on the same 
day Nigel Adkins was sacked 
in 2013, Forren returned to 
his native country at the end 
of the season having only 
warmed the bench. 
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Arsenal 


Epic Bike Rides 
of the World 


Sportsbookofthemonth. com 
price: £19.99 

Driven largely by the 
sustained success of Chris 
Boardman, Mark Cavendish, 
Bradley Wiggins, Jason 
Kenny, Laura Trott and a 
host of others, cycling has 
enjoyed a massive surge 
in popularity over the past 
decade and a half. 

Unlike other forms of 
exercise, such as swimming 
or running, one great 
advantage of cycling is the 
opportunity it affords riders 
to explore further afield. 
Sticking to the same route 
each day is to be applauded, 
but with a modicum of 
planning and some half- 
decent weather, the cyclist 
can soon branch out - and 
not just in the UK. 

There are plenty of good 
books in which authors tell 
of how they rode this or 
that Grand Tour route (read 
anything by Tim Moore), or 
careered across continents, 
but time (and money) 
considerations ensure that 
most folks will never have 
the chance to follow in their 



footsteps. 

Which is where Lonely 
Planet’s Epic Bike Rides of 
the World comes in. 

This is a peach of a read: 
aspirational and ambitious, 
it’s perfect for cyclists who 
might be getting a little tired 
of following the same rutted 
pathway every day. 

Covering two hundred 
rides, from what it calls 
“family-friendly, sightseeing 
urban rids to epic adventures 
off the beaten track,” it’s 
likely that readers will be 
inspired to explore well 
beyond their regular routes. 

Admittedly, most cyclists 
will never dream of 
journeying the length of 
Africa and travelling across 
Australia might be a tad 
ambitious, but it’s still worth 
reading in case you do. 

It would be curmudgeonly 
in the extreme to pick fault 
with some of the detail in 
the ‘toolkit’ section that 
accompanies each ride, but 
if you’re planning to tackle 
the Americas, you would 
probably take a little more 
than a Lonely Planet guide. 


A 5-0 FA Cup exit to Manchester 
City earlier this month continued 
West Ham’s troubled first season 
at the London Stadium. 

The Hammers won their first 
league game at the 2012 Olympic 
venue but only one of the next 
six, during which they conceded 
four goals to Watford, three to 
Saints and five to Arsenal. 

They exited the Europa League 
when Romania’s Astra Giurgiu 
won 1-0 in Stratford, while crowd 
trouble has also marred a number 
of home games. 

In addition, talisman Dimitri 
Payet told the club he wanted to 
quit - not even a salary of £120,000 
a week seemingly enough to keep 
his heart in east London. 

Last weekend’s success over 
Crystal Palace helped lift some of 
the gloom, though, and left Slaven 
Bilic’s side with a home record 
in all competitions of eight wins, 
two draws and six losses, scoring 
15 goals and conceding 23. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks 
back at other Premier League 
clubs to move grounds in recent 
years, and how each got on in 
their first season. Only clubs who 
were in the top flight for the first 
season in their new home were 
considered. 


Emirates Stadium (2006) 

Home record (all comps): W16 
D10 LI, F55 A21 

The Gunners finished fourth in 
the Premier League for the second 
straight year, behind third-placed 
Liverpool on goal difference but 
21 points adrift of champions 
Manchester United. 

They lost only one home game 
all season, though, 1-0 to West 
Ham in April. 

The following season, 2007/08, 
the Gunners went unbeaten in the 
league at The Emirates - the only 
time they have managed that feat. 

Their home record in the final 
years of Highbury was impres¬ 
sive as well. 

In the last four seasons at the 
ground, Arsenal only lost five 
league games - and in 2003/04 
went the season undefeated (as 
they did away, winning the title 
without losing a single match). 

Back in 2006/07, a season-high 
60,128 watched January 21’s 2-1 
win over Manchester United. 

A youthful team reached the 
League Cup final but lost to Chel¬ 
sea. 

Blackburn ended their FA Cup 
run in a fifth-round replay while 
the Gunners topped their Cham¬ 
pions League group but lost to 


PSV Eindhoven in the last 16. 

Manchester City 

Etihad Stadium (2003) 

Home record (all comps): W7 
D12 L5, F43 A30 

Having finished ninth in their 
first season back in the top flight, 
City moved to the former Com¬ 
monwealth Games venue but 


limped to 16th, only avoiding rel¬ 
egation with two games remain¬ 
ing. 

They drew nine of their 19 
games in their new home, which 
witnessed an average league at¬ 
tendance of 46,834. 

City, still in their pre-Middle 
East takeover days, went on to 
lose eight home league games in 
both 2005/06 and 2006/07. 


In 2008/09, they lost six. 

After that, the landscape 
changed with massive investment 
and an emergence as a major 
force in English football. 

In the six seasons starting from 
2009/10, City only lost 10 home 
league games. 

In 2011/12, their first PL title 
winning term, they won 18 out of 
19 and drew the other. 



Dimitri Payet this month told West Ham he wanted to qui 


Dusan Tadic celebrates 
his goal during Saints' 3-0 
romp at West Ham back 
in September. Far right - 
Saints celebrate after the 
final whistle. 


Troubled times 

By Simon 
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at a new home 


Two seasons later, when they 
regained the title, they won 17 out 
of 19, drawing one and losing one. 

Last season, 2015/16, they suf¬ 
fered five home losses - the high¬ 
est amount since 2008/09. 

Saints 

St Mary’s (2001) 

Home record (all comps): W7 D5 


L7, F23 A22 

The Saints took only one point 
from their first five home games, 
but after replacing manager Stu¬ 
art Gray with Gordon Strachan 
- and enlisting Pagan priestess 
Cerridwen ‘Dragonoak’ Connel¬ 
ly to perform a ritual to rid the 
ground of a supposed curse - they 
recovered to finish 11th. 

Strachan quipped of Connelly’s 


involvement: “If she’s that good, 
she can take training for the next 
two weeks and I can get on with 
my golf.” 

At the beginning of their move, 
it was said Saints would miss the 
huge advantage playing at The 
Dell gave them. 

But their home record in the fi¬ 
nal years at The Dell was hardly 
anything to shout about. 


They suffered six home league 
losses in 1996/97, eight in 1997/98, 
six in 1998/99, seven in 1999/2000 
and six in 2000/01. 

To lose seven in their first St 
Mary’s season, therefore, was 
only par for the course at the time. 

On the positive side, an average 
attendance of 30,633 was more 
than double that in their final sea¬ 
son at the Dell. 

They exited both cup competi¬ 
tions early, playing only away 
games in the process, in club fa¬ 
vourite Matt Le Tissier’s final 
season before retirement. 

In Saints’ second season at St 
Mary’s they only lost two league 
games - to Liverpool and Man¬ 
chester United. 

That remains the fewest home 
defeats in a league season at the 
stadium. They lost three in both 
their two League 1 seasons, while 
their PL best is four defeats in 
Ronald Koeman’s debut season of 
2014/15. 

Middlesbrough 

Riverside Stadium (1995) 

Home record (all comps): W10 
D5 L8, F31 A28 

Moving from Ayresome Park for 
their first season back in the Pre¬ 
mier League, Boro opened their 
new home with a 2-0 win over 
Chelsea and despite a mid-season 
slump, big-money signings Junin- 
ho and Nick Barmby helped them 
finish a creditable 12th. 

Their average attendance was 
29,283, with a high of 30,011 for a 
league derby against Newcastle. 

Boro’s eight home losses was 
four more than they had managed 
in their last season at Ayresome. 
But, in fairness, they were in the 
second tier and en route to the ti¬ 
tle. 

In their second season at The 
Riverside, Boro lost six home 
games (a drop of two on 1995/96) 
and were relegated. 

The club’s best home PL season 
came in 2002/03, when they only 
suffered two defeats. 

• Like Saints leaving The Dell, 
it has been claimed that West 
Ham have suffered as a result of 
leaving a tight, cramped ground 
- Upton Park - that away teams 
never relished playing at. 

The stats tell a different story, 
however. 

Apart from last season - when 
the Hammers were only beaten 
three times in the league - they 
have never been hard to beat at 
home in recent top flight cam¬ 
paigns. 

They suffered nine home losses 
in each of the 2006/07,2010/11 and 
2013/14 seasons, while in 2008/09 
they lost eight matches. 

Prior to that, they did boast a 
better Upton Park record - losing 
just twice in 1997/98 and three 
times in 1999/2000 and 2001/02. 


Obsessive 
Compulsive 
Cycling Disorder: 
Volume One 


By Dave Barter 

Sportsbookofthemonth. com 
price: £9.95 

Stepping into a mirrored 
lift in a Birmingham hotel, 
author Dave Barter, then 
in his late twenties, caught 
a glimpse of himself and 
realised he was no longer 
a svelte teenager but well 
on the road to becoming an 
overweight lump. 

In an attempt to shed the 
evidence of early middle-age 
spread, Barter decided to 
join a handful of workmates 
heading out for a lunchtime 
run rather than to the pub. 
Soon, his inner athlete was 
embracing the exercise with 
a passion and within a very 
short space of time, he was 
completing 10k in less than 
40 minutes; his beer belly 
had disappeared within six 
months. 

However, following an 
ill-timed venture onto a 
five-a-side football pitch, 
which resulted in a severely 
torn cartilage, Barter is re¬ 


introduced to cycling and so 
his OCCD begins. 

It’s a circuitous route to 
two wheels, but in Barter’s 
company, it’s an enjoyable 
prelude to an engaging 
journey; what follows is the 
cycling equivalent of a quiet, 
wide-open road on a sunny 
day. 

OCCD, now in paperback, 
is an anthology of thirty 
articles, written over 
a period of ten years. 
According to Barter, “the 
collection exhibits the 
madness that engulfs those 
who descend into cycling 
obsession,” which, in the 
author’s case, appears 
an entirely appropriate 
summary. 

You have to be dedicated (or 
crazy) to go night riding on a 
bike in this country; cycling 
in daylight is dangerous 
enough. 

Barter labels his book 
‘volume one’; cycling fans 
will eagerly await the second, 
while this first volume 
offers enough in the way of 
inspiration to make us want 
to get out and on two wheels. 




Obsessive 

Compulsive 
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GarMon 

BUILDING SERVICES 

Roofing, Property Refurbishment & Maintenance 


All aspects of Roofing 
& 

specialists in Flat Roofing 




• Repairs & 
Maintenance for 
Homes & Gardens 

• Fascias 

• Soffits 

• Guttering 

• Chimneys 

Garry 07909 698717 
Office: 023 8055 7146 



sales@garmon.co.uk 

www.garmon.co.uk 

G GarmonBuildingServices 


3 out of 4 of the 
working population 
live within 30 minutes 
of their work. 


Your next hire is here. 
Advertise your vacancy today. 

Call 0238 178 0686 

seljobs.com HallyEdi® 

The new home for jobs in the South East 


The only place to find and 
have a Funeral by 
Paul Capper is at. 


Independent Funeral 
Directors of Hampshire Ltd 




We are truly Independent 
and provide a personal 
and local service 


Will option available 
with your plan 


WITH EVERY FUNERAL 
PLAN TAKEN OUT £25* 
IS DONATED TO THE 
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 




Home Choose Carpets 



Over 20 Years Experience 


100's of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from. 
In the comfort of your own Home 

• FREE FITTING • FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

We can move your furniture and uplift 
and dispose of your old carpets 

Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

www. h o m e-choose-ca r pets. co m 



West Cliff Hall 

part of the Hartford Care family 


Residential Dementia Respite 


Joseph House 

14 Bishopstoke Road 

Eastleigh 

Hampshire SO50 6AE. 

Call 023 80612 444 

info@cappersindependent 

funerals.co.uk 


Golden Charter 

Funeral Plans 




Day f \ Nursing 



West Cliff Hall offers care, comfort & companionship with spectacular 
views of the Solent Waters, located on the edge of the New Forest. This 
59-bed home, based in Hythe, features en-suite rooms, 24-hour 
nursing care 8s a beauty salon. 


Golden Charter 
is Proud to 
Support 



“In my dad’s words: ‘It is the best decision that I have made. ’ 
This care home is highly recommended and gets 10/10.” - 
Daughter of Resident, 2016 


* £25 from the sale of each funeral plan, identified with The Royal p 
British Legion sticker, and where plans are not cancelled, will be C 

paid to Royal British Legion Trading Limited, which gives its tax- ^1 

able profits to The Royal British Legion (Charity no. 219279) and oi 
Poppyscotland (Scottish Charity No. SC014096). g 


Call today on 02380 844938 or visit 
www. hartfordcare .co.uk 


West Cliff Hall, West Street, Hythe, Southampton, Hampshire, S045 6AA 


§| CARING CHAIRS 


Try our Riser Recliners in the comfort of your own home. 



save am 


Coniston 

Tilt-in- Spac e 
fromVfrtfl, EE3 

Dual Motor _ 

from 



Matching Sofas Available 


save am 


Thirlmere 

Tilt-in-Space 

Dual Motor _ 

from JJJgJ 



save am 


Windermere 

Tilt-in-Space _ 

| from £R3iiA 
Dual Motor 
from 



SAVE 30 % 


Cambridge 

Single Moto r 
from £99K K&'U 
Dual Motor _ 


CALL FREE 0800 5999 848 NOW FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION HOME CONSULTATION 

Try any Riser Recliner shown in your own home, call 0800 5999 848 or request a consultation at www.caring-chairs.co.uk Make an appointment with comfort - with FREE delivery and FREE installation. 


Calls free from BT landline, other networks and mobiles may charge. 
*VAT-FREE for eligible customers. 48hr delivery on selected fabrics. 
Offer valid until 28th February 2017. See online, or call for details. 
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BREAKTHROUGH CARPET 
FITTING SERVICE IS. 

THE STRESS-LESS WAY TO REPLACE YOUR CARPETS. 


YOU CAN NOW HAVE NEW FITTED CARPETS IN YOUR HOME, 
BUT WITHOUT THE NIGHTMARE OF CLEARING YOUR ROOM IN 
PREPARATION, INCLUDING FIVE FREE ESSENTIAL EXTRAS. 


A fter years of accepting traditional carpet 
fitting methods, customers just like you, are 
now choosing the smart way to have new 
carpets. Never again will you need to empty 
your room of furniture, and take up your old carpet 
ready for the fitters just to walk in and roll out your 
new carpet. Let's be frank here, if you're paying for a 
job to be done, you shouldn't be expected to do more 
than half the work yourself. It would be like eating 
at a nice restaurant, paying for your meal and then 
washing up. 

Five free extra bonuses for you 

Feature Flooring and Carpets not only removes and 
repositions your furniture, but will also uplift and 
take away your old floor coverings, secure any loose 


or squeaky floorboards, expertly fit your carpet and 
will also trim doors to fit over your new carpets, and 
then vacuum, bag up, and remove all rubbish and off 
cuts. Leaving you with nothing to do but put back 
your ornaments and photographs and then enjoy your 
carpet for years to come. 

A note from a customer 

We would like to acknowledge the exemplary service 
you provided us. 

We are extremely happy with the work you have done 
throughout our house. 

We delighted with the finished product but guidance, 
support and advice you provided throughout was 
invaluable to us. 


It really made what was a fairly daunting task at the 
start, a trouble-free and straightforward process. 
Mr and Mrs G. Lyndhurst 
Just one thing for you to do now 
Call Freephone, e mail or a good old fashioned letter is 
all that it takes, to arrange a free home visit for you to 
choose from over 997 carpets and vinyls, from 11 top 
manufacturers, always in stock whichever carpet you 
need for your home they have a range of quality and 
prices including the least and the most expensive and 
finally rid yourself of your old carpets that you've been 
thinking of changing for years and do it the stress-less 
way, and for the same price as fitting in an empty 
room. With a unique 100% guarantee of satisfaction. 
Call feature flooring and carpets now. 


FEATURE FLOORING AND CARPETS 

FREEPHONE 0800 915 8295 • SOUTHAMPTON 02380 736004 • 12 Upton Crescent, Nursling, Southampton S016 8AB 

e.mail info@featureflooringandcarpets.co.uk • www.lovemycarpet.co.uk 




Newmarket 

Holidays 


BRITISH 

TRAVEL 

AWARDS 

,2016 

BEST LARGE 
ESCORTED TOURS 
HOLIDAY COMPANY 


Convenient 
local coach 
pick-up 
points! 


call 0330 160 7751 


Visit newmarketholidays.co.uk/ncs 


Fv. 


Currently rated 9.8 out of 10, with over 420 feedbacks checRatradfecom 

+ WiciEr^LiLJioiirwraen 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Promotions Ltd. 
ABTA V787X. Subject to availability. Single supplements apply. Standard 
phone charges. 


Andre Rieu in Maastricht 

Live in concert on the Vrijthof Square 
5 days from £409.00,5 & 12 July 2017 

Enjoy a more relaxed five-day break to see Andre Rieu, the ‘Waltz King of Europe’, 
perform in his hometown, and visit some of Europe’s most fascinating cities and 
hidden gems on this extended holiday! 

Highlights & inclusions 

• A seated ticket to see Andre Rieu & 

The Johann Strauss Orchestra live 
in concert on the Vrijthof Square 
in Maastricht (ticket upgrades 
available) 

• Visits to Amsterdam, Maastricht 
and Antwerp 


Four nights’ four-star standard bed 
and continental breakfast hotel 
accommodation 

Coach travel from the local area and 

Channel crossings 

Escorted by a friendly tour manager 


Lindisfarne & a Taste 
of Cruising 

Spend a night on board Magellan 
4 days from £299.00,21 September 2017 

Combine this mini-cruise from Newcastle to Tilbury with the chance to visit iconic 
Lindisfarne and Grace Darling’s Bamburgh, as well as a tour of Northumbria’s 
beautiful coastline. 

Highlights & inclusions 

• Visits to Lindisfarne and Bamburgh • Two nights’ dinner, bed and English 

• A buffet lunch, five-course dinner, breakfast accommodation in a three 

evening entertainment and star standard hotel in Tyneside 

overnight accommodation with full • Coach travel from the local area 

breakfast in an inner twin cabin on • Escorted by a friendly tour manager 

board Magellan 


Daily Echo 


Reader Offers 

Quality holidays & breaks 
at affordable prices 
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SAINTS FIXTURES 2016/17 



August 

Sat 13 Watford (h) 

D 1-1 

1 

Forster 

2 

Cedric+ 

3 

Targett 

4 

Van Dijk 

5 

Yoshida 

6 

Romeu 

7 

Davis 

8 9 

= W-Prowse *Long 

10 11 

Tadic Redmond 1 

12 13 

+Pied =Hojbjerg 

14 

*Austin 

Fri 19 Man Utd (a) 

LI-2 

Forster 

Cedric 

Targett 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu* 

Hjojberg 

Davis= 

Austin 

Long+ Redmond 

+Rodriguez ^Austin 

*Clasie 

Sat 27 Sunderland (h) 

D1-1 

Forster 

Cedric 

Targett 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Hjojberg* 

Davis 

Austin^ 

Tadic+ Redmond 

+Long =Rodriguez 

*W-Prowse 

September 

Sat 10 Arsenal (a) 

LI-2 

Forster 

Cedric 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis 

Clasie* 

Tadic1= Rodriguez+ Redmond 

+Long = W-Prowse 

*Hjojberg 

Thurs 15 Sp Prague (Eur Lge) (h) W 3-0 

Forster 

Martina 

Targett 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Romeu= 

W-Prowse 

Hjojberg Tadic* 

Austin 2+ Long 

+Rodriguez1 = Davis 

‘Redmond 

Sun 18 Swansea (h) 

W1-0 

Forster 

Cedric 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis 

Clasie* 

Tadic= 

Long+ Redmond 

+Hjojberg =Martina 

*Austin1 

Wed 21 C Palace (Lge Cup, H) 

W 2-0 

McCarthy Martina 

Targett 

Yoshida 

Fonte 

W-Prowse 

Reed 

Clasie 

Heskethl* 

Austin1+ Long= 

+Redmond =Tadic 

‘Hjojberg 

Sun 25 West Ham (a) 

W 3-0 

Forster 

Soares+ 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis 

Hojbjerg 

Tadicl* 

Austin1= Redmond 

+Martina =Long * 

'W-Prowse 1 

Thurs 29 Hapoel (Europa Lge) (a) D 0-0 

Forster 

Martina 

Targett 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Romeu W-Prowse 

Clasie 

Hesketh+ 

Long Redmond= 

+Tadic = Hjojberg 



October 


Sun 2 Leicester (a) 

D 0-0 

Forster 

Soares+ 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis 

Hojbjerg 

Tadic* 

Austin^ 

Redmond 

+ Martina 

=W-Prowse ‘Long 

Sun 16 Burnley (h) 

W 3-1 

Forster 

Martina 

Targett+ 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis 

Clasie 

Tadic 

Austin2= 

Redmondl* 

+McQueen 

=Rodriguez *W-Pr 

Thurs 20 Inter (Europa Lge, a) 

L 0-1 

Forster 

Martina 

McQueen 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

W-Pr 

Hojbjerg 

Tadic* 

Long+ 

Rodriguez= 

+Austin 

=Davis ‘Boufal 

Sun 23 Man City (a) 

D 1-1 

Forster 

Martina 

McQueen 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis 

Clasie+ 

Tadic* 

Austin= 

Redmondl 

+Hojbjerg 

=W-Prowse * Boufal 

Wed 26 Sunderland (Lge Cup, h) W 1-0 

McCarthy Stephens 

McQueen 

Yoshida 

Fonte 

Reed + 

W-Prowse Boufall 

lsgrove= 

Hojbjerg 

Rodrigeuz* 

+Clasie 

=Redmond 

Sun 30 Chelsea (h) 

L 0-2 

Forster 

Martina 

Bertrand+ 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis 

Clasie* 

Tadic= 

Austin 

Redmond 

+McQueen 

=Hojbjerg ‘Boufal 


November 

Thurs 3 Inter (Europa Lge) (h) 

W 2-1 

Sat 6 Hull (a) 

LI-2 

Sat 19 Liverpool (h) 

D 0-0 

Thur 24 Sp Prague (Eur Lge, a) 

L 0-1 

Sun 27 Everton (h) 

W1-0 

Wed 30 Arsenal (League Cup, a) W 2-0 

December 

Sat 3 Crystal Palace (a) 

L 0-3 

Thurs 8 Hapoel (Europa Lge, h) 

D1-1 

Sun 11 Middlesbrough (h) 

W1-0 

Wed 14 Stoke (a) 

D 0-0 

Sun 18 Bournemouth (a) 

W 3-1 

Wed 28 Tottenham (h) 

L 14 

Sat 31 West Brom (h) 

LI-2 

January 

Mon 2 Everton (a) 

L 0-3 

Sat 7 Norwich (FAC, a) 

D 2-2 

Wed 11 Liverpool (LC, h) 

W1-0 

Sat 14 Burnley (a) 

L 0-1 

Wed 18 Norwich (FAC, h) 

W1-0 

Sat 21 Leicester 

(h) 

Wed 25 Liverpool (LC) 

(a) 

Sat 28 Arsenal (FAC) 

(h) 

Tues 31 Swansea 

(a) 

February 

Sat 4 West Ham 

(h) 

Sat 11 Sunderland 

(a) 

Sat 25 Arsenal 

(h) 

March 

Sat 4 Watford 

(a) 

Sat 11 Man Utd 

(h) 

Sat 18 Tottenham 

(a) 

April 

Sat 1 Bournemouth 

(h) 

Wed 5 Crystal Palace 

(h) 

Sat 8 West Brom 

(a) 

Sat 15 Man City 

(h) 

Sat 22 Chelsea 

(a) 

Sat 29 Hull 

(h) 

May 

Sat 6 Liverpool 

(a) 

Sat 13 Middlesbrough 

(a) 

Sun 21 Stoke 

(h) 


Forster 

Martina 

McQueen 

Van Dijkl 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

W-Prowse 

Hojbjerg 

Tadic+ 

Rodriguez= 

Redmond 

+Davis 

=Austin 

Forster 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis 

Clasie= 

Tadic+ 

Austinl 

Redmond* 

+Boufal 

=Rodriguez *JWP 

Forster 

Cedric 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis 

Hojbjerg+ 

Boufal= 

Austin* 

Redmond 

+ Reed 

=Long ‘Rodriguez 

Forster 

Martina 

McQueen 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Clasie+ 

W-Prowse 

Hojbjerg= 

Long 

Rodriguez* 

Redmond 

+Austin 

=Boufal ‘Romeu 

Forster 

Cedric 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

W-Prowse 

Hojbjerg 

Sims+ 

Austin1 = 

Redmond* 

+McQueen 

=Long ‘Clasie 

Forster 

Martina 

Bertrandl 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Clasiel 

Davis 

Reed+ 

Boufal= 

Long 

McQueen 

+Hojbjerg 

=Sims 

Forster 

Cedric 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

W-Prowse 

Hojbjerg+ 

Boufal= 

= Austin* 

Redmond 

+Sims 

=Long ‘McQueen 

Forster 

Cedric 

Bernard 

Van Dijkl 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

Davis 

Hojbjerg+ 

Sims* 

Austin= 

Redmond 

+ W-Prowse 

=Long ‘Tadic 

Forster 

Martina 

McQueen 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

W-Prowse 

Clasie+ 

Boufall = 

Rodriguez 

Tadic* 

+Long 

=Davis ‘Redmond 

Forster 

Martina* 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

W-Prowse 

Davis 

Boufal 

Long+ 

Redmond= 

+Rodriguez 

=Tadic ‘McQueen 

Forster 

Soares 

Bertrandl 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Reed+ 

Hojbjerg 

Clasie 

Boufal* 

Rodriguez2= 

Redmond 

+Davis 

= Long * Tadic 

Forster 

Soares 

Bertrand 

Van Dijkl 

Fonte 

Romeu 

W-Prowse 

Davis+ 

Bo ufa 1= 

Rodriguez* 

Redmond 

+Long 

= Hojbjerg ‘Tadic 

Forster 

Martina+ 

McQueen 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

Hojbjerg= 

Davis 

Boufal 

Longl 

Tadic* 

+W-Prowse 

=Rodriguez ‘Sims 

Forster 

Soares+ 

McQueen 

Yoshida 

Fonte 

Romeu 

J W-Prowse 

Clasie= 

Tadic* 

Rodriguez 

Redmond 

+Stephens 

=Long ‘Boufal 

Lewis Stephens 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Reed+ 

J W-Prowse 

Hojbjerg 

Tadic 

Long= 

Sims* 

+Romeu 

=Rodriguez ‘Redmond 

Forster 

Soares 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

Clasie+ 

Davis+ 

Tadic 

Rodriguez* 

Redmondl +W-Prowse =Hojbjerg ‘Long 

Forster 

Soares 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

J W-Prowse Hojbjerg 

Tadic+ 

Long 

Redmond= 

= +Rodriguez =Sims 

Lewis Martina 

McQueen 

Stephens 

Yoshida 

Reed+ 

J W-Prowse Clasie 

Sims 

Longl 

Rodriguez= +Romeu 

=Redmond 



CHERRIES FIXTURES 2016/17 


AUGUST 


29 Middlesbrough (A) 

L 0-2 

JANUARY 


11 West Ham United 

(H) 

13 Man United (H) 

LI-3 





18 Swansea City 

(H) 

20 West Ham United (A) 

L 0-1 

NOVEMBER 


2 Arsenal (H) 

D3-3 



27 Crystal Palace (A) 

D1-1 



7 Millwall (FAC, A) 

L 0-3 

APRIL 




5 Sunderland (H) 

LI-2 

14 Hull City (A) 

LI-3 



SEPTEMBER 


19 Stoke City (A) 

W1-0 

21 Watford 

(H) 

1 Southampton 

(A) 

10 West Bromwich (H) 

W1-0 

27 Arsenal (A) 

LI-3 

31 Crystal Palace 

(H) 

5 Liverpool 

(A) 

17 Manchester City (A) 

L 0-4 





8 Chelsea 

(H) 

20 Preston (H, League Cup) 

L2-3 

DECEMBER 


FEBRUARY 


15 Tottenham 

(A) 

24 Everton (H) 

W1-0 





22 Middlesbrough 

(H) 



4 Liverpool (H) 

W« 

4 Everton 

(A) 

29 Sunderland 

(A) 

OCTOBER 


10 Burnley (A) 

L2-3 

11 Manchester City 

(H) 





13 Leicester City (H) 

W1-0 

25 West Bromwich 

(A) 

MAY 


1 Watford (A) 

D2-2 

18 Southampton (H) 

LI-3 



6 Stoke City 

(H) 

15 Hull City (H) 

W6-1 

26 Chelsea (A) 

L 0-3 

MARCH 


13 Burnley 

(H) 

22 Tottenham (H) 

D 0-0 

31 Swansea City (A) 

W3-0 

4 Manchester United 

(A) 

21 Leicester City 

(A) 
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NON LEAGUE FOOTBALL 


EASTLEIGH 


GOSPORT BOROUGH 

POOLE TOWN 


NATIONAL LEAGUE 


NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH 


NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH 


August 






6 Guiseley (H) 

W2-1 

August 


August 


9 Braintree (A) 

D1-1 

6 Maidenhead United (a) 

L 0-3 

6 Ebbsfleet United (A) 

L 0-4 

13 Tranmere (A) 

LI-2 

9 Truro City (h) 

W3-1 

9 Maidenhead United (H) 

W1-0 

16 Dover (H) 

L2-4 

13 Eastbourne Borough (H) 

W3-1 

13 Bishop's Stortford (H) 

W1-0 

20 Wrexham (A) 

D 0-0 

16 Dartford (A) 

D 0-0 

16 Weston-Super-Mare (A) 

D 0-0 

27 Solihull Moors (H) 

W2-0 

20 East Thurrock United (A) 

LI-5 

20 Margate (H) 

W1-0 

29 Bromley (A) 

W5-0 

27 Bishop's Stortford (H) 

L 0-1 

27 Hemel Hempstead Town (A) W 4-2 



29 Oxford City (A) 

W2-1 

29 Bath City (H) 

W1-0 

September 






3 North Ferriby (H) 

W2-0 

September 


September 


10 Southport (H) 

D1-1 

3 Ebbsfleet United (H) 

W1-0 

3 Wealdstone (A) 

D2-2 

13 Forest Green (A) 

D1-1 

6 Hampton & RB (H) 

D1-1 

6 St Albans City (A) 

L 0-4 

17 Macclesfield (A) 

W1-0 

10 Hungerford Town (A) 

D3-3 

10 Eastbourne Borough (H) 

D1-1 

24 Sutton (H) 

W2-1 

13 Bath City (A) 

04 

13 Truro City (A) 

D 0-0 



24 Margate (H) 

W1-0 

24 Welling United (H) 

W2-1 

October 






1 Woking (A) 

D3-3 

October 


October 


4 Maidstone (H) 

W3-0 

8 St. Albans City (A) 

LI-2 

8 Hampton & Richmond (A) 

W2-0 

8 Dagenham & Red (H) 

L 0-1 

15 Chelmsford City (H) 

L 0-6 

15 Oxford City (H) 

LI-3 

22 Lincoln (A) 

D 0-0 

22 Wealdstone (H) 

LI-3 

22 Hungerford Town (A) 

W1-0 

25 Torquay (H) 

W3-0 

29 Hemel Hempstead Tn (A) 

W2-1 

29 East Thurrock United (H) 

D1-1 

29 Barrow (A) 

L0-4 







November 


November 


November 


5 Welling United (H) 

D1-1 

5 Chelmsford City (H) 

W4-0 

12 York (H) 

D1-1 

12 Weston-super-Mare (A) 

D1-1 

12 Concord Rangers (A) 

L2-3 

19 Gateshead (A) 

D2-2 

19 Concord Rangers (H) 

L2-5 

19 Whitehawk (H) 

W3-1 

22 Aldershot (A) 

W1-0 





26 Chester (H) 

L 0-3 

December 


December 


29 Maidstone (A) 

LI-2 

3 Whitehawk (A) 

D4-4 

3 Dartford (A) 

LI-2 



17 Ebbsfleet United (A) 

L 0-2 

17 Wealdstone (H) 

D1-1 

December 


26 Poole Town (H) 

L 0-2 

26 Gosport Borough (A) 

W2-0 

17 Southport (A) 

L3-4 





26 Boreham Wood (H) 

D2-2 

January 


January 




2 Poole Town (A) 

L 0-7 

2 Gosport Borough (H) 

W7-0 

January 


7 Hungerford Town (A) 

L14 

7 Eastbourne Borough (A) 

D 0-0 

1 Boreham Wood (A) 

W1-0 

21 Hampton & RB 

(A) 

14 Margate (A) 

W2-0 

10 Forest Green (H) 

D1-1 

28 Maidenhead United 

(H) 

21 St Albans City 

(H) 

21 Sutton 

(A) 



28 Ebbsfleet United 

(H) 

24 Macclesfield 

(H) 

February 




28 Woking 

(H) 

4 Truro City 

(A) 

February 




11 Dartford 

(H) 

4 Maidenhead United 

(A) 

February 


18 Eastbourne Borough 

(A) 

11 Weston-Super-Mare 

(H) 

4 Braintree 

(H) 

25 Hemel Hempstead Town 

(H) 

18 Bishop's Stortford 

(A) 

11 Guiseley 

(A) 



25 East Thurrock United 

(A) 

18 Tranmere 

(H) 

March 




25 Dover 

(A) 

4 Wealdstone 

(A) 

March 


28 Aldershot 

(H) 

11 Margate 

(A) 

4 Hungerford Town 

(H) 



18 St. Albans City 

(H) 

11 Welling United 

(A) 

March 


21 Bath City 

(H) 

18 Hampton & Richmond 

(H) 

4 York 

(A) 

25 Chelmsford City 

(A) 

21 Truro City 

(H) 

11 Barrow 

(H) 



25 Oxford City 

(A) 

18 Chester 

(A) 

April 




21 Torquay 

(A) 

1 Weston-super-Mare 

(H) 

April 


25 Gateshead 

(H) 

8 Welling United 

(A) 

1 Concord Rangers 

(H) 



14 Bishop's Stortford 

(A) 

8 Chelmsford City 

(A) 

April 


17 Oxford City 

(H) 

15 Hemel Hempstead Town 

(H) 

1 Dagenham & Red 

(A) 

22 Concord Rangers 

(A) 

17 Bath City 

(A) 

8 Lincoln 

(H) 

29 Whitehawk 

(H) 

22 Whitehawk 

(A) 

14 North Ferriby 

(A) 



29 Dartford 

(H) 

17 Bromley 

(H) 





22 Solihull Moors 

(A) 





29 Wrexham 

(H) 






AFC TOTTON 


SALISBURY 


WINCHESTER 

SOUTHERN LEAGUE 


SOUTHERN LEAGUE 


SOUTHERN LEAGUE 


Division 1 South & West 


Division 1 South & West 


Division 1 South & West 


August 


August 


August 


6 Hereford (H) 

LI-2 

6 Evesham Utd (H) 

W1-0 

6 Slimbridge (A) 

L3-5 

9 Swindon Supermarine (A) 

L 0-1 

10 Winchester City (A) 

L24 

10 Salisbury (H) 

W4-2 

13 North Leigh (A) 

W3-2 

13 Taunton Town (A) 

L 1-3 

13 Mangotsfield United (H) 

L 0-2 

16 Larkhall Athletic (H) 

LI-6 

16 Bishops Cleeve (H) 

W4-1 

16 Didcot Town (A) 

L 0-4 

27 Bishops Cleeve (A) 

L2-3 

27 Mangotsfield United (H) 

W2-1 

27 Tiverton Town (H) 

L04 

29 Salisbury (H) 

L 0-4 

29 AFC Totton (A) 

w^o 

29 Wimborne Town (A) 

D2-2 

September 


September 


September 


10 Evesham United (A) 

D 0-0 

10 Bideford (H) 

D44 

10 Hereford (H) 

L 0-2 

24 Shortwood United (A) 

LI-2 

24 Yate Town (A) 

LI-3 

24 Bridgwater Town (H) 

W4-1 

27 Wimborne Town (H) 

LI-6 

27 Didcot Town (H) 

W3-2 

27 Wantage Town (A) 

W1-0 

October 


October 


October 


1 Yate Town (H) 

D1-1 

15 Slimbridge (A) 

LI-2 

15 Didcot (H) 

W3-1 

15 Tiverton Town (A) 

L2-3 

18 North Leigh (A) 

L2-3 

18 Shortwood (A) 

LI-2 

22 Slimbridge(H) 

W3-1 

22 Barnstaple Town (H) 

W5-0 

22 Taunton Town (A) 

LI-3 

25 Didcot Town (A) 

L2-3 

November 


26 Bishops Cleeve (H) 

LI-2 

November 


5 Larkhall Athletic (A) 

W5-1 

November 


5 Bridgwater Town (H) 

W2-1 

12 Tiverton Town (H) 

LI-2 

5 Swindon Supermarine (A) 

W2-0 

12 Mangotsfield United (A) 

L 0-3 

19 Taunton Town (H) 

W5-2 

16 North Leigh (H) 

LI-2 

19 North Leigh (H) 

L 0-3 

26 Evesham Utd (A) 

L 2-3 

19 Mangotsfield United (A) 

A-A 

23 Larkhall Athletic (A) 

D 0-0 

29 Winchester City (H) 

PP 

29 Salisbury (A) 

PP 

26 Hereford (A) 

L 0-5 





29 Swindon Supermarine (H) 

LI-2 

December 


December 




3 Hereford (A) 

LI-3 

3 Barnstaple Town (A) 

W3-1 

December 


6 Bishops Cleeve (A) 

W5-0 

10 Paulton Rovers (H) 

W3-1 

3 Wantage Town (H) 

D2-2 

10 Shortwood Utd (H) 

W1-0 

14 Yate (H) 

W 1-0 

10 Bideford (A) 

D 0-0 

17 Bridgwater Town (A) 

W3-1 

17 Bideford (A) 

W2-1 

13 Taunton (H) 

LI-3 

20 Paulton (A) 

W3-0 

21 Slimbridge (H) 

W7-0 

17 Paulton Rovers (H) 

W1-0 

26 AFC Totton (H) 

W2-0 

26 Wimborne Town (H) 

L 0-1 

26 Salisbury (A) 

L 0-2 

January 


January 


January 


2 Wimborne Town (A) 

W1-0 

2 AFC Totton (A) 

W3-1 

2 Winchester City (H) 

LI-3 

7 North Leigh (H) 

LI-2 

7 Shortwood Utd (H) 

W43 

7 Taunton Town (A) 

L 0-5 

14 Wantage Town (A) 

W1-0 

11 Evesham (A) 

LI-3 

14 Barnstaple Town (H) 

D1-1 

21 Bridgwater Town 

(H) 

14 Larkhall Athletic (A) 

W2-1 

21 Paulton Rovers 

(A) 

28 Yate Town 

(H) 

21 Bideford 

(H) 

28 Shortwood United 

(H) 

February 


28 Bridgwater Town 

(A) 

February 


4 Didcot Town 

(A) 

February 


4 Wimborne Town 

(A) 

11 Slimbridge 

(H) 

4 Wantage Town 

(H) 

11 Tiverton Town 

(H) 

18 Swindon Supermarine 

(A) 

11 North Leigh 

(A) 

18 Yate Town 

(A) 

25 Paulton Rovers 

(H) 

18 Evesham Utd 

(H) 

25 Didcot Town 

(H) 

March 


25 Bishops Cleeve 

(A) 

March 


4 Barnstaple Town 

(A) 

March 


4 Slimbridge 

(A) 

11 Larkhall Athletic 

(H) 

4 Taunton Town 

(H) 

11 Bridgwater Town 

(A) 

18 Tiverton Town 

(A) 

11 Swindon Supermarine 

(H) 

18 Mangotsfield United 

(H) 

25 Hereford 

(H) 

18 Yate Town 

(A) 

25 Wantage Town 

(A) 

April 


25 Barnstaple Town 

(H) 

April 


1 Shortwood Utd 

(A) 

April 


1 Bideford 

(H) 

8 Wantage Town 

(H) 

1 Paulton Rovers 

(A) 

8 Barnstaple Town 

(A) 

15 Mangotsfield Utd 

(A) 

8 Larkhall Athletic 

(H) 

15 Bishops Cleeve 

(H) 

17 Wimborne Town 

(H) 

15 Tiverton Town 

(A) 

17 Winchester City 

(A) 

22 Bideford 

(A) 

17 AFC Totton 

(H) 

22 Evesham 

(H) 



22 Hereford 

(A) 
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SPORTS PINK 



The Man in 
the Middle 


22-goal spree for Barton Peveril College 


The Autobiography 
of the World Cup Final 
Referee 

By Howard Webb 

Sportsbookofthemonth. 
com price: £13.60, saving 
£5.39 on rrp 

Football might be 
renowned as a ‘funny old 
game’, but such is the 
current obsession with 
figureheads that top-flight 
managers are becoming 
‘brands’ in their own right. 

Yet if the cult of the 
manager is an easy-ish 
concept to understand, 
that of the referee is more 
difficult to comprehend. 

It probably began a few 
years ago when the dome¬ 
headed Italian Pierluigi 
Collina was amongst 
the first to be instantly 
recognisable. 

Howard Webb, who 
refereed the Champions 
League and World Cup 
finals, is a down-to-earth, 



thoroughly decent chap - a 
no-nonsense official in 
the Jack Taylor mould, a 
man who, like Taylor, a 
Wolverhampton butcher, 
had a ‘real’ job away from 
football. 

His autobiography is, in 
many respects, precisely 
what you would expect: 
solid, humorous in parts, 
sprinkled with occasional 
industrial language. 

There’s very little of 
what might be termed 
‘look at me’ narrative, 
primarily because Webb 
was an official who simply 
got on with his job. 

Webb is very good when 
it comes to identifying 
those things fans forget 
about, such as their often 
stilted relationships with 
managers (a good thing) 
and the enormous pressure 
referees are under. 

You fancy Webb would 
hate to think that his book 
propelled him into the 
burgeoning list of z-list 
celebs; it won’t because 
this is a thoughtful, often 
engaging, autobiography 


Barton Peveril went on a 22-goal spree against 
hapless Andover - both their first and second 
teams scoring 11 times in the Hampshire Col¬ 
leges League. 

Lewis Wild bagged a first half hat-trick in 
BP’s 11-2 first team victory - Matt Brewer (2), 
Drew Smith, Harvey Wright, Harry Prisk, 
Jamie Barnes, Josh Clark, and ‘TK’ Madva- 
sumbe also scoring. 

Jack Webb (3) led the B team’s 11-0 win, in 
which Fin McGovern (2), Craig Freeman (2), 
Harry Hancock (2), Sam Horsley and Ben Car¬ 
ling also netted. 

BP’s Luke Hampton was delighted with the 
third team’s 4-3 win over Portsmouth, who 
fielded their Division 2B team. 


Former Kings’ hot shot Dan Holt, Tom At¬ 
kinson, Harry Woodnutt, Will Rowe hit the 
target for BP, while a Jack Thomas goal set¬ 
tled the fourth team’s 1-0 win over St Vincent. 

• After an electric opening 20 minutes in 
which Effy Kazardi scored twice and assisted 
Alex Ladkin for a third, it looked like Richard 
Taunton’s were headed for a potential Hamp¬ 
shire Colleges League win at Brockenhurst. 

But Brock scored twice in quick succession. 

Tauntons dug in, though, and a thunderbolt 
shot from Jake Boon meant RTC won 4-2. 

• When Poole Grammar met Bournemouth 
in the Gravel Hill autumn they scored ten 
times to record their biggest ever Colleges 
League victory. 


But it was a different story in the Castle 
Lane return, with honours shared 2-2 in the 
B Division derby. 

Josh Dark gave Bournemouth the lead, but 
goals by Ben Balance and Kieran Denty gave 
table toppers Poole a 2-1 lead. Harry Solo¬ 
mons equalised. 

• The Peter Munro Cup semi-final tie be¬ 
tween Itchen and Richard Taunton’s, sched¬ 
uled to have been played on Wednesday, has 
been delayed until next Friday (10.45am). 

Hampshire’s county match against Kent 
at Alton may also lead to Peter Symonds’ tie 
at Farnborough being called off. Boro’s Eng¬ 
lish Schools Under-18 Cup semi-final against 
Palmers in Thurrock is on Feb 1. 


Hants Colleges 
end 17-year wait 

By Mike 

Vimpany 


Freddie Molyneux took over in goal for Richard Tauntons College. 


Hampshire Colleges’ representa¬ 
tive side is through to the semi¬ 
finals of the English Schools’ FA 
County Cup for the first time in 17 
years. 

They beat Kent 3-2 to line up a 
home semi-final tie against Essex 
on Alton’s Anstey Park 3G sur¬ 
face on February 3 (3.45pm). 

Staffordshire host Durham in 
the other semi-final the following 
day. 

County manager Luke Hampton 
described it as “a great perfor¬ 
mance - made even special bear¬ 
ing in mind we played over an 
hour of the game without a recog¬ 
nised goalkeeper.” 

Hampshire’s plans - already 
disrupted by having to play the 
tie on a Saturday when many of 
the squad had club commitments 
- were thrown into chaos when 
Farnborough goalkeeper Matt 
Roberts limped out of the game 
with a twisted ankle. 

Cue a rare goalkeeping role 
for Richard Tauntons’ central 
defender and captain Freddie 
Molyneux, who stepped into the 
breach. 

“Luke asked me to take over the 
gloves because I was the tallest 
one in the team !” he laughed. 

“I’d had precisely nil goalkeep¬ 
ing experience bar the odd kick 
around in the park with my 
mates. 

“In all honesty, I didn’t have to 
do much apart from catch a few 
crosses and come and claim some 
through balls. 

“The one save I made was a one 
on one which went straight back 


to their player who squeezed it in 
at my near post. 

“Credit to the lads in front of 
me because they limited Kent to 
very few shots and made my life 
ten times easier.” 

Ironically, Hampshire took the 
lead shortly after Roberts had 
limped off - Portsmouth’s Tyler 
Burns converting a free kick by 
Itchen’s Jean Luc Ramdin, who 
underlined his England Under-18 
selection by creating all three 
goals. 


Hampshire began the second 
period in control and doubled 
their lad five minutes into the ses¬ 
sion when the Itchen teenager su¬ 
perbly controlled the ball and set 
up Barton Peveril’s Lewis Wild to 
make it 2-0. 

Kent, who have twice knocked 
Hampshire out of the ESFA Coun¬ 
ty Cup in recent seasons, clawed a 
goal back on the hour mark, but 
Harry Bayles got a third to effec¬ 
tively seal the victory, with Ran- 
dim again the provider. 


Hampshire had several good 
chances to increase their lead late 
on, but Kent scored in added time. 
By then it was too late. 

Hampshire squad: Russell 
(Farnborough), Ramdin (Itchen), 
Bentley (Sparsholt), N’Gaolo 
(Portsmouth), Burns (Ports¬ 
mouth), Molyneux (RTC), Clark 
(Barton Peveril), Wilson (Itchen), 
Bayles (Peter Symonds), Kirwan 
(P Symonds), Wild (Barton Pever¬ 
il), Barnes (Itchen), Haynes and 
Harvey (both Barton Peveril). 
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THIS WEEK’S 

JACKPOT 

£20,000 

PLUS 70 consolation 
■ prizes of £15 each week 

I 1 nCdlBSl 20 for Southern Daily Echo 

v I I || II I miQC 20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 

IS T I I II II I • 10 for Dorset Echo 

II I f V V V Dnzfi. 1 . ^ 10 for Sunday Independent 

/ 10 for Brighton Argus 


PLUS 70 consolation 
prizes of £15 each week 

20 for Southern Daily Echo 

20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 
10 for Dorset Echo 
10 for Sunday Independent 
10 for Brighton Argus 


F IND THE BALL is a test of skill 
and football knowledge and is 
open to readers of the South¬ 
ampton, Bournemouth, Dorset 
Echos, Brighton Argus and Sunday 
Independent, Plymouth. 

You have to use your skill and 
judgement to determine the exact 
centre of the ball. 

Mark an X with a ballpoint pen on 
the picture where you consider that 
position to be-dear rubber stamps 
and self adhesive labels will also be 
accepted. 

Every coupon will be carefully 
examined and the jackpot prize will 
be paid to the entrant whose cross 
marks the exact centre of the ball 
when the photograph was taken. 

If the Jackpot is not won, £1,000 
will be added to next week's 
jackpot. 

The nearest-miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out each week to the 


v 


competitor whose cross is nearest 
to the centre of the ball when there 
is no jackpot winner. 

When a jackpot has been won 
the next week's prize reverts back 
to £5,000 and the nearest-miss 
prize stays at £1,000. 

If the Jackpot is not won after 46 
weeks, when standing at £50,000, 
the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out and the jackpot will 
remain at £50,000 each week until 
there is a jackpot winner, then the 
jackpot starts again at £5,000, with 
the nearest miss prize remaining at 
£1,000 each week. 

If there is more than one winner 
the jackpot will be shared and, 
similarly, if there is more than one 
runner-up the nearest miss prize 
will also be shared. 


RESULTS 



Winners 


Competition number S03 


JACKPOT WINNER NO WINNER 

CONGRATULATIONS 
M Ricketts, Southampton, Hants 
who wins the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
The following competitors each receive a consolation prize of £15 


C Aitcheson 

Southampton, Hants 

D Graydon 

Eastleigh, Hants 

C Baker 

Southampton, Hants 

L James 

Southampton, Hants 

T Biggs 

Blackfield, Hants 

A Lewis 

Totton, Hants 

B Butt 

W Cowes, IOW 

W McDonald 

Fair Oak, Hants 

CCIouder 

Southampton, Hants 

P McWilliams 

Southampton, Hants 

W Cramer 

Netley Abbey, Hants 

D Naylor 

Hythe, Hants 

KFeher 

Southampton, Hants 

P Nicholson 

Durley, Hants 

K Gibson 

Southampton, Hants 

J Read 

Southampton, Hants 

P Gilbert 

Chandlers Ford, Hants 

A Taylor 

Cowes, IOW 

M Godwin 

Southampton, Hants 

J Young 

Southampton, Hants 

Rules 


1. You are allowed a minimum of 60 crosses and a maximum of 450 per coupon. Coupons with 451 or 
more will be disqualified. Entries altered defaced or mutilated will be invalid. Crosses must be distinct 
and separate. 2. Competitors may submit as many coupons as they wish. Members of a family can 
send their entries in one envelope with a covering postal order or cheque. 3. No responsibility can be 
accepted for entries delayed, lost or mislaid. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. 
4. Payment may be made by postal order or cheque for the correct amount payable to Newsquest, and 
crossed '& Co.' Stamps will not be accepted in payment. 5. A competitor cannot win more than one 
share of the prize money across all titles each week. 6. The Editor's decision on winning entry or entries 
and matters relating to this competition is binding in honour only. NO CORRESPONDENCE CAN BE 
ENTERED INTO. 7. Employees of NEWSQUEST Media Group and subsidiary companies and members 
of their families are not eligible to enter the competition. 8. Address entries to FTB, Newspaper House, 
Test Lane, Southampton, SOI6 9JX in a sealed envelope. Understamped entries are not accepted. 
9. Prize monies are held for and on behalf of winners. 10. Do not send cash in the post. 11. Winners will 
be required to participate in publicity. 12. Photocopies not accepted. 13. For rules go to www.dailyecho. 
co.uk/promotions/rules, www.newsquest.co.uk/terms or write in for a copy. 14. If you pay by cheque 
your prize money will be paid to you once cheque has cleared. 




SAVE 

POSTAGE 

For your 
convenience 
coupons may be 
posted in our 
FIND THE BALL 
collecting boxes 
located at selected 
newsagents and all 
branch offices 

Deadlines for branch 
office collection boxes are 
as follows: 

Bournemouth Echo 
12 noon Tuesday 
Southern Daily Echo 
l2noon Tuesday 
DoreetEcho 
Ctosng ume Monday 

Deadlines for selected 
newsagents collection 
boxes as listed im 

Bournemouth Echo 
closing time Monday 
Southern Daily Echo 
10.00 am Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 
Closing time Monday 


Please use black/blue ink and capitals 

t,tle n mr n mrs n miss n ms 

FIRST NAME 


21st January, 2017 


Please cross box 


SURNAME 

ADDRESS 


POSTCODE _ 

DAYTIME 

TELEPHONE _ 

I enclose cash/cheque/postal order Value £’s 


S04 


L On 

□ 


On what day(s) do you purchase the Daily Echo? 

MON □ TUE □ WED □ THURS □ FRI 


Do you have the paper 
home delivered? 

□ SAT □ YES □ NO 


□ 

GO 

CROSSES 


125 

U 

CROSSES 

□ 

200 

CROSSES 

□ 

325 

CROSSES 

□ 

450 

CROSSES 


Daily Echo 
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WWW.GOODLIFEDINER.COM 

@THEDINERS0T0N @THED1NERS0UT HAMPTON FACEBOOK.COM/THEDINERSOUTHAMPTON 


WEST QUAY RETAIL PARK, 20 HARBOUR PARADE, SO 15 (BA. T: 0238 112 2211 


POP DOWN DURING SOFT LAUNCH AND 
RECEIVE AN AMAZING 50% OFF ALL FOOD* 
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ADVERTORIAL 


Cloudy2Clear Announce §xh§> 


Trusted Trader Partnership 


Consumer champions 
Which? have now 
joined the thousands of 
customers who recognise 
that Cloudy2Clear 
Windows really are a 
business that you can 
TRUST. The company 
which specialises in 
repairing windows which 
are steamed up, broken 
or damaged by replacing 
the panes - not the frames 
has received the coveted 
‘Which Trusted Trader’ 
status after going through 
a rigorous accreditation 
process entirely focussed 
on customer service. 

Group Managing 
Director Marcus McGee 
believes that Which? have 
endorsed Cloudy2Clear’s 
long standing company 


policy of delivering the 
highest standards possible 
at all times. ‘Our service 
is simple. If your double 
glazing has misted up we 
can replace the glass at a 
fraction of the cost of a 
new window, in any type 
of frame, and with a new 
25 year guarantee. But 
it’s not just about saving 
people money, although 
that obviously helps. Whilst 
a number of tradespeople 
perhaps don’t focus on 
customer care as much as 
they should do, we make 
sure we turn up when we 
say we will, do the job the 
customer requires and leave 
their house as clean as a 
whistle. 

Locally Cloudy2Clear 
service Southampton & 


surrounding areas and 
manager Justin Friel agrees 
that this approach is a major 
factor in his success. ‘The 
truth is that it’s not just the 
personal satisfaction that 
I get from doing a good 
job but also it makes good 
business sense. I get a huge 
amount of business from 
friends and family of people 
I’ve done work for, which 
just goes to show how 
much a little bit of effort 
is appreciated as both my 
customers and, obviously a 
body as nationally important 
as Which? now recognise.’ 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or 
damaged give Justin a call 
for a free quotation on 
0800 61 21118 and he’ll be 
happy to help! 


4 4 

Cloudy2Clear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 
Take No Longer 
Than 20 MINS!!! 

99 



STEAMED UP DOUBLE GLAZING? 

Don’t Replace The Frames... Just The Panes! 


Cloudy2Clear Are A... 

All Glazing Backed By Our 

\ Which? 
Which?)* Tru st ed 
_T_../ Trader 

25 YEAR 

GUARANTEE 


PLACING 1 □ n i 


2 


CLEAR 

WINDOWS 


LED Dfl'J II L E CL 


Priority Freephone 

0800 6121 118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? f ^0 





A wealth of expertise 
on your doorstep 



We provide a comprehensive wealth management service, offering 
specialist face-to-face advice tailored to you. Our services include: 

• Investment Planning • Mortgage and Remortgage Planning 

• Retirement Planning • Long Term Care Fees Planning 

• Protection Planning • Inheritance Tax Planning 

Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on 
your mortgage. 

For further details please contact: 


New Forest Wealth Management 


Tel: 02381 244266 

Email: newforestwealthmanagement@sjpp.co.uk 

www.newforestwealthmanagement.co.uk 



Taylor 

Wimpey 


NEW YEAR'S 

REVOLUTION 


WELCOME 

TO AN EASIER WAY OF MOVING 


JOIN US ON 28TH & 29TH JANUARY 2017 FOR OUR EXCLUSIVE DEALS WEEKEND! 


FOR TWO DAYS ONLY, WE HAVE FANTASTIC DEALS ON SELECTED PLOTS AT STRAWBERRY FIELDS, THE SIDINGS & BAKERS QUARTER!* 




STRAWBERRY 

FIELDS 

Lockswood Road, 

Locks Fleath, Southampton, 
S0316GD 

Call 01489 664419 
Prices from £207,000 




THE SIDINGS 

Mill Street, Eastleigh, 
Flampshire, 

SO50 4HJ 


Call 02380 019049 
Prices from £294,000 


BAKERS QUARTER 

Toynbee Road, Eastleigh, 
Flampshire, 

SO509YU 


Call 02382 023078 
Prices from £314,000 


Terms and conditions apply. Artist’s impressions of typical Taylor Wimpey homes. Prices correct at time of going to press. 
Please speak to our Sales Executives regarding the tenure of our new homes. *Terms and conditions apply. These offers are 
subject to status and are only available on selected developments and properties. Some offers are not offered with other 
promotions unless by special arrangements by us. Please see a Sales Executive for further details. January 2017. 


CALL US TODAY OR VISIT TAYLORWIMPEY.CO.UK 
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Coached by 
his mum! 


Denis Istomin this week 
pulled off one of the 
great grand-slam shocks 
by knocking out six¬ 
time Australian Open 
champion Novak Djokovic 
in the second round in 
Melbourne. 

The 30-year-old Uzbek 
won 7-6 (10/8) 5-7 2-6 7-6 
(7/5) 6-4. 

Here are some facts 
about him. 

1. He is unique among 
current leading male 
players in being coached 
by his mum, Klaudiya 
Istomina - a keen amateur 
player who introduced her 
son to the game. 

2. Istomin’s ranking of 
117 was not high enough to 
earn him direct entry into 
the tournament. His route 
in was via a wild card 
awarded to the winner of 


Denis Istomin 

an Asia-Pacific play-off 
event. Istomin was the 
top seed but had to save 
four match points in the 
semi-finals against India’s 
world number 319 Prajnesh 
Gunneswaran. 

3. Istomin’s career was 
nearly over before it began. 
Aged 14, he was involved 
in a car crash. He suffered 
serious leg injuries, 
requiring 80 stitches, and 
spent three months in 
hospital. Istomin did not 
pick up a racket for two 
years. 

4. He has twice made 
the fourth round at grand 
slams - at Wimbledon in 
2012 and at the US Open in 
2013. His highest ranking 
was 33 in 2012 while this 
was just his second win in 
34 attempts against top-10 
players. 

5. Istomin is the only 
player representing 
Uzbekistan in the world’s 
top 300. 


Bottas the new 
partner for Lewis 


Triple world champion driver Lewis Hamilton. 


Britain’s triple world champion 
Lewis Hamilton will be partnered 
by Valtteri Bottas at Mercedes for 
the new Formula One season. 

Bottas, the 27-year-old Finn who 
joins from Williams, becomes 
Hamilton’s fifth team-mate in the 
sport. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at 
how Hamilton has stacked up 
against his previous team-mates, 
and how Bottas may fare against 
the Brit. 

FERNANDO ALONSO 
(2007) 


Rookie Hamilton was expected 
to have his work cut out to match 
Alonso after he was handed his 
grand prix debut with McLaren 
back in 2007. Alonso arrived at 
the British team as the reigning 
champion following back-to-back 
triumphs with Renault. However, 
Hamilton did not only match 
Alonso, but beat his team-mate 
on a number of occasions, too. 
Alonso, given his status as world 
champion, felt he warranted clear 
number one status at the team. 
But this was never forthcoming 
and his rivalry with Hamilton 
spilled over in Hungary after 
Alonso deliberately blocked his 
team-mate from challenging for 
pole. A mass fall-out ensued and 
Alonso quit the team after just 
one season. They both won the 
same number of races and fin¬ 
ished level in the championship, 
one point behind eventual winner 
Kimi Raikkonen. 

HEIKKI KOVALAINEN 

(2008-2009) 

Following Alonso’s departure, 
McLaren moved to sign Kovalain- 
en from Renault. Hamilton wiped 
the floor with the Finn in their 
opening year, while fending off 
Ferrari’s Felipe Massa to win 
the his maiden title by one point 
(Kovalainen finished a distant 
seventh). Hamilton was unable 
to defend his championship in a 
below-par McLaren, but still fin¬ 
ished the season with more than 
double the points of his team¬ 
mate. 

IENS0N BUTTON 

(2010-2012) 

After his shock championship 
win at Brawn GP, McLaren moved 
to sign Button. He formed a fas¬ 
cinating all-British line-up with 
Hamilton, but some questioned 
the wisdom of Button’s move giv¬ 
en Hamilton’s reputation as the 


quicker of the pair. Button how¬ 
ever, proved to be a much sterner 
challenge for Hamilton than most 
had predicted. 

While Hamilton beat Button on 
points in their opening campaign, 
the roles were reversed in 2011. 

Indeed Button became the first 
team-mate to beat Hamilton over 
the course of a season, and while 
Hamilton finished ahead of But¬ 
ton the following term, Button 
ended their three-season stint 
with more points than his team¬ 
mate. 

NICO ROSBERG 

(2013-2016) 

Hamilton joined Mercedes to 
partner Rosberg at Mercedes after 


ending his six-year tenure with 
McLaren. Mercedes gave the for¬ 
mer karting team-mates a roman¬ 
tic billing, but their relationship 
soon turned sour as the intensity 
of going head-to-head for the title 
took its toll. 

Hamilton finished ahead of Ros¬ 
berg in their opening year, and 
then beat him to the title in 2014 
(at the final race) and 2015 (with 
three grands prix to spare), but 
Rosberg finally got the better of 
Hamilton last season by clinch¬ 
ing the title at the season-ending 
race. Five days later the German 
retired. 

VALTTERI BOTTAS 

(2017-) 


Rosberg’s shock decision to re¬ 
tire paved the way for Bottas to 
join from Williams. 

The Finn is seen as a steady, 
easy-going driver, and one who is 
unlikely to cause friction within 
the team - something Mercedes 
may welcome following Hamilton 
and Rosberg’s intense relation¬ 
ship. 

While Bottas impressed on occa¬ 
sions at Williams, how he will fare 
in a world championship-winning 
car, alongside arguably the finest 
driver of his generation in Hamil¬ 
ton, is somewhat of a mystery. 

But what is certain is that no¬ 
body expects Hamilton to be beat¬ 
en, and that the British driver 
will be desperate to make up for 
his title defeat last year. 
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Blaxall in seventh heaven after goal spree unmissable 


City of Southampton Sunday 
League Junior Four leaders 
Portswood United Reserves 
extended their lead at the top 
thanks to SEVEN goals from 
Aaron Blaxall in a 12-2 win 
against Southampton United. 

Mitchell Drouet netted a 
brace with James Barnsdall, 
Lewis Powell and Matt Knight 
completing the scoring for 
Portswood at Crestwood. 

They led 6-2 at half-time, 
with Dominic Dietrich and 
Tom Gale netting for fourth- 
from-bottom United, who now 


have the worst goal difference 
in the division (minus 33). 

Junior Five leaders 
Testwood romped to a 5-3 
home win against AFC Itchen. 

Brace 

Nathan Ward scored a brace 
and Dillian Hopkins, Craig 
Mason and Stephen Angus 
also netted for Testwood. 

Third-from-bottom AFC 
Itchen were still in the game 
at half-time, when James 
Brewer’s goal meant they 


trailed 2-1. 

Joe Sharpe and Dan 
Collinson gave them hope in 
the second half and at least 
ensured an improvement on 
the 6-2 home defeat earlier in 
the season. 

Junior Six strugglers 
Riverside suffered a sixth 
defeat in seven games. They 
scored through Liam Cassidy 
but could not build on their 
first win of the season in 
their last game, losing 3-1 at 
Net ley Rec to stay second from 
bottom. 


Manor face Fawley 
in Junior Cup final 



BRIDGE Manor will play Fawley 
RBL in the final of the Southamp¬ 
ton Divisional Junior A Cup. 

Fawley RBL came from behind 
to win their semi-final 3-2 at Bit- 
terne Ducks. 

Chris Pye’s brace gave Ducks a 
2-1 lead at half-time. But Damien 
Craven and Craig Batchelor both 
added to James Willis’s first-half 
strike after the break to secure 
Fawley’s place in the final. 

First-half goals from Andy Rid¬ 
dell and Liam Fielder ensured a 
relatively comfortable 2-0 win for 
Bridge Manor at AFC Spitfire. 

OTs & Romsey are through to 
the fourth round of the Hamp¬ 
shire FA Junior C Cup (sponsored 
by Trophies4U), after beating 
Firhill United 3-2, with all the 
goals coming in the second half. 

Shane Vidler scored two of 
them after Matt Evenhand had 
netted OTs’ first. 

• Boyatt Wood returned to the 
top of the City of Southampton 
Sunday League’s Senior Division 
with a 9-1 win over CDA. 

They led 4-1 at half-time and 
Charlie Ford completed his hat- 
trick in the second half as Boyatt 
Wood went two points clear of 
second-placed Cricketers Arms, 
who have a game in hand. 

Warren Applgate and Rich 
Smith both scored two goals 
apiece and there were also goals 
for Craig Phillip and Nick Beattie. 

The margin of victory means 
Boyatt Wood now have the best 
goal difference in the division 
(plus 16). 

Although Sam Barton got on 
the scoresheet, CDA now have the 
worst goal difference in the divi¬ 
sion (minus 16). 

That was the only game played 
in the top four divisions due to the 
wet weather decimating the day’s 
fixture schedule. 


Junior Three’s bottom three all 
lost. 

Rock-bottom Forest Home were 
beaten 2-1 at home by unbeaten 
Winsor United at Blackfield. 

All the goals were scored in the 
second half, including a Keith 
Hartman penalty for the home 
side. 

But Romsey Comrades and 
Portside did not capitalise. 

Comrades lost 4-2 at home to 


third-place Portswood United, 
who bounced back from succes¬ 
sive defeats thanks to a two-goal 
salvo from Brandon Shephard 
and goals from Cameron Roach 
and Jerome O’Brien. 

Comrades trailed 2-0 at half¬ 
time before staying in the game 
with second-half goals from Nick 
White and Joe Kempson. 

Mottisfont’s Matt Bosanquet 
scored his second hat-trick in as 


many games as his side beat Port- 
side 6-2. 

Two-goal Jason Gradidge and 
Jason Scott were also on the 
scoresheet for ‘Font, who led 4-0 
at half-time. 

Portside’s Alex Azadegan net¬ 
ted a second-half consolation 
brace, including a penalty. Ports¬ 
ide, who had won their two previ¬ 
ous league games, remain third 
from bottom. 


Five things you can’t miss 
in the forthcoming racing 
week ... 

WORLD CUP 

Gulfstream Park in 
Florida will play host to 
round two of Arrogate v 
California Chrome as the 
duo are set to line up in the 
inaugural Pegasus World 
Cup Invitational. With 
$12million up for grabs 
and a PR campaign fronted 
by MMA superstar Conor 
McGregor, this new race 
certainly kicks off with a 
bang. 

FAUGHEEN BACK 

We have not seen 
Willie Mullins’ star 
Faugheen since he won 
the BHP Insurances 
Irish Champion Hurdle 
last January, but the 
Leopardstown contest 
could be the scene of his 
glorious return. Injury 
ruled him out of defending 
his Champion Hurdle title 
at Cheltenham last March 
and some small issues have 
dogged the two-mile star 
this term, meaning this 
Grade One feature marks 
his comeback. 

GOWRAN GOLD 

Gowran Park stages 
one of the highlights 
of its calendar with 
Thursday’s Thyestes 
Chase providing Grand 
National clues for both 
Aintree and Fairyhouse. 
The three-mile heat was 
won three times in the 
past by the legendary 
Arkle, but is has become 
something of a proving 
ground for the marathon 
staying division now, with 
Hedgehunter (2005) and 
Numbersixvalverde (2006) 
both winning the race 
before going on to Aintree 
glory. 

ENJOY THE CRACK 

Thistlecrack is due to 
be the star of the show 
at Cheltenham’s Festival 
Trials Day with the King 
George hero pencilled in 
for the feature BetBright 
Trial Cotswold Chase. 

SIMPLY THE BEST? 

Claridges in London 
will be the venue as the 
Longines World’s Best 
Racehorse Rankings are 
unveiled on Tuesday. 
American Pharoah was 
top dog 12 months ago 
and the title could again 
be heading Stateside as 
Arrogate and California 
Chrome led the way at the 
last check-in point. 



Aaron Blaxall 
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Sam's facts 
and figures 

Sam Warburton has 
stepped down as Wales 
captain ahead of this 
season’s Six Nations. 

Here, the Sports Pink 
looks at some of the facts 
and figures behind his 
reign. 

• Warburton has 
captained Wales a record 
49 times. 

• His first game as Wales 
captain was against the 
Barbarians on June 4,2011. 

• Warburton captained 
Wales at the 2011 World 
Cup in New Zealand, 
leading them to the semi¬ 
finals - his country’s best 
performance on the World 
Cup stage since 1987. 

• Warburton led Wales 
to Six Nations Grand 
Slam glory in 2012 and a 



Sam Warburton 

successful title defence 12 
months later. 

• Warburton was at the 
helm when Wales claimed 
a record 30-3 victory over 
England in Cardiff to 
secure the 2013 Six Nations 
title. 

• Wales’ appointed a 
22-year-old Warburton 
as their youngest World 
Cup captain for the 2011 
tournament. 

• Warburton has led 
Wales 16 times more than 
any other player, with 
Ryan Jones’ tally of 33 
Tests putting him second. 

• Only two British 
and Irish players - Brian 
O’Driscoll and Will Carling 
- have captained their 
country more times than 
Warburton. 

• Warburton has a 100 
per cent winning record as 
captain against Scotland 
and Italy. 


New TV deal will make the rich even richer 


THE new Premier League TV deal will see 
even more English clubs rise up the Deloitte’s 
Rich List next year. 

In the latest report published this week, 
West Ham (18th) and Leicester (20th) sand¬ 
wich the mighty Inter Milan in 19th. 

That is testament to the Premier League’s 
financial muscle and Serie A’s decline. 

The Milan club are one of 10 ever-presents 
in the top 20 of the Rich List since 1997 but 
are projected to fall out of the rich list for the 
first time next year. 

A large reason for that will be the arrival of 
several more Premier League clubs buoyed 
by the first year of the new domestic TV deal 
in 2016/17. 


That is a source of income that has caused 
alarm around Europe, particularly as it is im¬ 
mune to the vagaries of the foreign exchange 
market. 

This year’s report sees eight English clubs 
in the top 20, matching a record achieved 
nine times before, and 12 in the top 30, which 
is actually a sharp fall from last year’s 17. 

Bridge puts this down to strong commer¬ 
cial performances from clubs such as Fener- 
bahce, Galatasaray and Lyon, and Spain’s 
more equitable television deal helping the 
likes of Atletico Madrid. 

But he believes the Premier League’s broad¬ 
casting millions will see as many as 16 Eng¬ 
lish teams in the top 30 next year. 


This, however, is not the dominance some 
have predicted for the Premier League and 
Bridge said the uncertainties of the post- 
Brexit vote era could also hinder English 
sides’ earning power. 

Deloitte based this report’s figures on an 
average exchange of £1 = 1.33.7 euros but the 
current inter-bank rate is £1 = 1.15 euros. 

The overwhelming message, though, from 
the report is that Europe’s elite clubs are sep¬ 
arating themselves from the field. 

In the foreword to that report, UEFA presi¬ 
dent Aleksander Ceferin said the governing 
body must take note of the “increasing con¬ 
centration of sponsorship and commercial 
revenue among a handful of clubs”. 


United the richest 
club in the world 



Manchester United are once again the richest club in world football. 


Manchester United are back on 
top of the Deloitte Football Mon¬ 
ey League for the first time since 
2005. 

Now in its 20th year, the Deloitte 
study ranks the world’s richest 
football teams by turnover during 
the 2015/16 season and this year’s 
top three of United, Barcelona 
and Real Madrid is the same as 
the first edition in 1997. 

Real, who had topped the list for 
11 years, were beaten to second 
place by their LaLiga rivals by 
just 100,000 euros. 

United, on the other hand, have 
surged ahead of the pack, becom¬ 
ing the first football team to earn 
more than £500million in a sea¬ 
son - the club’s total revenue of 
£515million is almost £50million 
more than Barcelona and Real 
generated. 

The report’s author Tim Bridge 
said: “You can’t really look past 
Manchester United returning to 
the top spot and it is because of 
their ability to make commercial 
deals that are way ahead of their 
peers.” 

Citing United’s record-breaking 
kit and sponsorship deals with 
Adidas and Chevrolet, Bridge 
said Europe’s other super-clubs 
are now using the Old Trafford 
club as a benchmark in their own 
negotiations with commercial 
partners. 

United’s 2015/16 earnings were 
also boosted by a return to the 
Champions League, which meant 
more broadcasting and match- 
day revenue. 

But they were not the only Man¬ 
chester club to enjoy off-field suc¬ 
cess as City climbed to fifth in 
the money table, thanks to their 
growing commercial strength 
and run to the Champions League 
semis. They earned £393million. 


One spot higher than City in 
fourth are the Bundesliga gi¬ 
ants Bayern Munich, who bring 
in double what closest domestic 
rival Borussia Dortmund (11th) 


earn, with Paris St Germain fall¬ 
ing two places to sixth. 

The next three places are filled 
by Arsenal, Chelsea and Liver¬ 
pool. 


Spurs are the next best-placed 
English outfit in 12th, on £209mil- 
lion, with West Ham and Leices¬ 
ter new entrants at 18th and 20th 
respectively. 
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Page brace helps Eastleigh Ladies progress pepsiows 


Hampshire Division 1 outfit Eastleigh Ladies 
saw off a struggling Shanklin Ladies side in 
the Hampshire Challenge Cup. 

The Islanders’ lacklustre league form of 
not a single win from six games continued 
unabated as they lost 4-2 at BTC, Page Seeley 
scoring twice. 

Burseldon Ladies did their goal difference 


the power of good after putting 14 past strug¬ 
gling Fordingbridge Turks outfit. 

They remain fourth but are now breathing 
heavily down the necks of Sholing. 

Anderson and Jeffcoate both bagged four 
each for Burseldon. 

In Division 1 of the Southern Region 
League, Winchester Flyers Reserves lost 6-0 


to Wargrave Ladies. 

In the Hampshire Cup U14 Girls, Bourne¬ 
mouth CST beat Southampton Saints U14 in 
the semi finals. 

Three hat tricks helped Southampton 
Saints U13s beat Romsey 12-0 - Mollie Gir- 
wood, Kezia Jones and Saskia Sims all net¬ 
ting three times each. 


Tevez heads list of 
highest earners 


By Simon 

Carter _ ^ 



Carlos Tevez recently became the 
world’s highest-paid player after 
agreeing a deal to join Shanghai 
Greenland Shenhua for a report¬ 
ed £615,000-a-week. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at 
the world’s other highest-earning 
footballers. 

1) Carlos Tevez (Shanghai 
Greenland Shenhua) 

Reported weekly wage: £615,000 
The 32-year-old has agreed a 
two-year deal with the Chinese 
Super League side which will see 
him earn over £60million. 

2) Oscar (Shanghai SIPG) 
Reported weekly wage: 

£400,000-per-week 
The ex-Chelsea playmaker, 25, 
briefly held the title as the world’s 
best-paid player after his £52m 
move to China earlier this month. 

3) Cristiano Ronaldo (Real Ma¬ 
drid) 

Reported weekly wage: 

£365,000-per-week 
Ronaldo, a four-time Ballon d’Or 
winner, is the highest earner in 
European football and, according 
to Forbes, rakes in £30m-a-year in 
endorsements. 

4) Lionel Messi (Barcelona) 

Reported weekly wage: 

£365,000-per-week 
Five-time Ballon d’Or winner 
Messi has 18 months left on his 
current deal at Barca and can ex¬ 
pect a bumper pay rise. 

5) Gareth Bale (Real Madrid) 

Reported weekly wage: 

£350,000-per-week 
The ex-Saint recently agreed 
a three-year contract extension 
with a reported £lbillion buyout 
clause. 

6) Hulk (Shanghai SIPG) 

Reported weekly wage: 

£320,000-per-week 


The Brazil forward made his 
name in Japan while a stint in 
Russia, at Zenit St Petersburg, 
also brought with it great riches, 
but nothing to match his current 
salary in China. 

7) Paul Pogba (Manchester 
United) 

Reported weekly wage: 
£290,000-per-week 

Manchester United paid a world- 
record £89m to re-sign France 
midfielder Pogba from Juventus 


in the summer which made him 
one of the world’s top earners. 

8) Graziano Pelle (Shandong 
Luneng) 

Reported weekly wage: 
£290,000-per-week 

A relatively modest £13m se¬ 
cured Pelle’s services from Saints 
but the Italy forward will earn 
£15million for himself over the 
course of a year. 

9) Neymar (Barcelona) 


Reported weekly wage: 

£275,000-per-week 
Neymar agreed a five-year con¬ 
tract extension with Barcelona 
in October, which put him firmly 
among the top earners. 

10) Wayne Rooney (Manchester 
United) 

Reported weekly wage: 

£260,000-per-week 
Despite his critics, England and 
Manchester United captain Roon¬ 
ey still makes a lucrative living. 


Manchester City’s 4-0 loss 
at Everton on Sunday was 
Pep Guardiola’s biggest 
defeat in domestic league 
action in his managerial 
career. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks 
at some of Guardiola’s 
biggest losses as a 
manager. 

Bayern Munich 0 
Borussia Dortmund 3 - 
Bundesliga, April 12, 2014 

Bayern, already 
champions, suffered 
successive losses in the 
Bundesliga for the first 
time in two and a half 
years, since November 
2011. Henrikh Mkhitaryan, 
Marco Reus and Jonas 
Hofmann scored. 

Bayern Munich 0 Real 
Madrid 4 - Champions 
League semi-final second 
leg, April 29, 2014 

Sergio Ramos scored 
twice and Cristiano 



Pep Guardiola. 


Ronaldo added another as 
Real raced to a 3-0 half-time 
lead. Ronaldo scored a 
fourth late on to complete 
a 5-0 aggregate triumph for 
Guardiola’s once familiar 
adversaries. 

Wolfsburg 4 Bayern 
Munich 1 - Bundesliga, 
January 30, 2015 

Bas Dost and Kevin 
de Bruyne each scored 
twice as Bayern suffered 
a first meaningful loss 
in more than two years. 
Guardiola’s side were 
poor on the resumption 
following a six-week 
winter break. 

Barcelona 4 Manchester 
City 0 - Champions 
League, October 19, 2016 

It was the sort of 
drubbing Guardiola’s 
Barca used to inflict on 
others, but this time he 
was on the other end. 
Lionel Messi scored a hat- 
trick and Neymar added 
a fourth, while Claudio 
Bravo was sent off against 
his former club. 
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SolutionsDental 


SAME DAY TEETH 

Licensed Centre 


w. 




Fear of the dentist? 
Worried about your smile? 

Sedation dentistry and Same Day Teeth have been developed for people who have a genuine fear 
or anxiety that prevents them from going to the dentist. Get the same day smile you want with his 
revolutionary technique that means we can provide a new arch of comfortable, natural-looking teeth - 
fixed in place using dental implants - in just one day, without your anxiety getting in the way. 

Sedation is delivered by our Consultant Anaesthetists and experienced Dentists, with patient safety and 
comfort our top priority. Relax and let the team take care of everything. 


Louise's Story 

I love my teeth, I cannot stop 
smiling and my confidence 
has now been restored in full. 

I've had a fear of dentists since my teens. 
However, I knew I had a problem and I had 
to find a sympathetic dentist. 

I went for my first consultation with the 
Same Day Teeth team. I was very nervous 
but they put me completely at ease. They 
understood my major fears, and I had all 
the information for the solutions they could 
offer me. And to know that I was talking 
to the people that would make my teeth, 
as well as fit them, made it very easy to 
communicate my wishes. 

I have gone through all the stages and have 
ended up with my fabulous implants and 
teeth fixed in place on the same day! 


* 


Susan's Story 

I now enjoy going out with my 
family and friends and better 
still, I laugh! 

I was the woman who kept in the background, 
hiding myself away from people. I was the one 
who talked to others with one hand across my 
lower face, I always felt embarrassed eating 
out so would make excuses and not go. I became 
introverted with very little confidence in myself. 

The Same Day Teeth team have put sunshine 
into my everyday life. I was always afraid of the 
dentist because of a few horrendous treatments 
in my earlier days. This was so different. They 
are not only completely professional, but gentle, 
kind and most importantly honest, explaining 
each treatment before the event. 

I cannot thank them enough, they have changed 
my life. 


Join us on our Discovery Days! Thursday 26th January 2017 

Tel: 01962 657 534 


www.solutionsdentalclinic.co.uk 

Solutions Dental Clinic, 23 Stockbridge Road, Winchester S022 6RN 

Marcus Gambroudes, BDS GDC No. 78063 • Lee Butler, Clinical Dental Technician GDC No. 108662 

Eduard Gazdov, Dentist GDC No. 210576 
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READERS OFFER 



■ Spring, Early Summer & Autumn Breaks - 
From just £62.10 

■ Easter Breaks - From just £116.10 

1 May Half Term Breaks - From just £98.10 
1 Summer ‘Schools Out’ Breaks - 
From just £107.10 

1 October Half -Term Short Breaks - 
From just £89.10 


Whatever time of year you choose, Pontins 
guarantees fun for all the family. Fill your days with 
action and adventure, your nights with laughter 
and song! Whether it’s a family holiday or a short 
break we have so much to offer. All four Parks are 
set in spectacular locations just a stone’s throw 
away from award-winning beaches. 



There 
will be 
live Comedy, 
fantastic Vocalists, 

Bands and Tribute 
acts as well as Pontins 
iconic Bluecoats who 
will be keeping the whole 
family entertained with game 
shows, cash bingo as well as party dances, 
discos and even their very own Live Shows! 

Kids favourites Captain Croc and his Crew 
will also be providing fun and games with kids 
clubs, parties & shows including ‘Croc’s Great 
Big Party’ and Croc Crew Party Time! 

There’s so much to do on a Pontins holiday 
whatever the weather, the biggest problem is 
fitting it all in! There are restaurants, takeaways 
& bars, amusement arcades and even unlimited 
use of our free indoor heated swimming pool 
and don’t forget to check out the fantastic Water 
Walkerz and slides! There are indoor & outdoor 
play areas and inflatable’s, Game Zone, crazy 
golf, plus trampolines, Bluecoat star School and 
many more fun activities with the Bluecoats. For 
those children needing even more adventure 
there’s Go Karts, Skate Parks, Fun Bikes plus a 
whole lot more! 


Choose from; Brean Sands - Somerset, Camber Sands - Sussex, Prestatyn Sands - North Wales, 
or Southport - North West 

So don’t delay, join us at Pontins with your friends and family and create some fantastic memories 


CALPffoffStfONI084M^76f594^ quoting offer code tqo 3 O^O^pNLINE ^WWW.PONTINS.COM 



T’s & C’s: 

Dates, Parks & Upgrades are subject to availability. New Bookings Only, Not all Parks available on all 
dates. Prices are based on 4 persons sharing a 1 bedroom self-catered popular upper floor apartment 
Pontins reserves the right to change/remove any promotional dates from the offers without prior notice. 
Not all activities are available on all Parks. Many activities are free, some carry a small charge. Low 
deposit of £10 per apartment, remaining balance must be paid 56 days prior to arrival Bed Linen, 
Towels & Electricity are not included but can be purchased on Park All credit card payments carry a £2 
administration charge; debit cards carry a 50p administration charge Calls cost 7p per minute plus your 
phone company access charge For all other terms and conditions visit www.pontins.com/terms-and- 
conditions or ask at time of booking. 





Over 70% 
of jobseekers 
search their 
local paper 
for jobs. 


33% of our 
readers have 
considered or 
applied to a job 
advert in the 
last month. 


Your next hire is here. 
Advertise your vacancy today. 

Call 0238 178 0686 

se1jobs.com 

The new home for jobs in the South East 


Your next hire is here. 
Advertise your vacancy today. 

Call 0238 178 0686 

se1jobs.com Hilly Echo 

The new home for jobs in the South East 


Love your skin for less 
with wilko 



wilko.com 

loads more of what you (c/ve 

*Offers valid until 31.01.17. All products are subject to 
availability. Please check your store in advance to avoid 
disappointment. Also online at wilko.com (delivery charges 
may apply). 0238494 Nivea Body Lotion Q10 Firming Normal 
Skin 400ml (82p per 100ml). 0449224 Nivea Q10 Anti-Age 
Defy Care 75ml (£2 per 100ml). 0142164 Nivea Men Sensitive 
Post Shave Balm 100ml (£2.45 per 100ml). 0430669 Nivea 
Protect and Care 48H spray 250ml (60p per 100ml). 0154755 
Nivea Wipes Normal/Medium 20 pack (7p per wipe). 0101052 
Nivea Visage Q10 Day Creme 50ml (£9.90 per 100ml). 


, Where 
there s a O 


heres a Ol I 

wilko 

there's a w 


SHOE SALE 


NOW ON 


Bargains for Ladies 

Mephisto casuals. was £150 . SALE £85 

Gabor pumps. was £69.99 . SALE £39 

Van-Dal Boots. was £130 . SALE £79 


EXCEPTIONAL 

SAVINGS 

some less 
than 

Vi price 


Bargains for Men 

Barker suede brogues. 

ECCO Soft Lace Casuals. 

Paco Milan Black or Brown Oxford.. 
Stemar Smart shoes from Italy. 


was £220. SALE £160 

was £130. SALE £79.95 

was £120. SALE £85 

was £280. SALE £140 



All bargains from our stock including Cheaney, Calpiere, Mephisto, Anatomic, Sioux, Legero, Panama Jack. Many Boots Smart & Casual 
from ECCO, Paul Green, Mephisto, Toni Pons, Gabor at Greatly Reduced Prices, some at HALF PRICE! all subject to availability. 


A reputation for fine service 


www.wjfrenchandson.co.uk 

40 Bedford Place, Southampton. Tel: 023 8022 6542. EASY PARKING 
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SPORTS PINK 







RESULTS 


SATURDAY’S FOOTBALL RESULTS AND TABLES 


I Premier League 1 

AFC Bournemouth 


....2 

Watford... 


. 2 

King 48 








Kabasele 24 

Afobe 82 








Deeney 64 

HT 0-1 









Crystal P. 





....0 

Everton.... 


.1 









Coleman 87 

HT 0-0 








Att 25,594 






....2 

Swansea.. 


.3 

Firmino 55,69 






Llorente 48,52 








Sigurdsson 74 

HT 0-0 








Att 53,169 

Man City. 





....L 

Tottenham... 

.L 

HT L-L 













....1 

West Ham 


.3 

Stuani 27 








Carroll 9,43 









Called 90 

HT 1-2 








Att 30,848 






....1 

Man Utd... 


.1 

Mata 19 og 








Rooney 90 

HT 1-0 








Att 27,423 

W.B.A . 





....2 

Sunderlnd 


.0 

Fletcher 30 









Brunt 36 









HT 2-0 












HOME 

AWAY 


P W 

D 

L 

F A 

W D 

L 

F A Pt 

Chelsea 

21 

9 

0 

1 

28 6 

8 1 

2 

17 9 52 

Tottenham 

21 

9 

2 

0 

25 5 

4 4 

2 

18 9 45 

Liverpool 

22 

7 

2 

1 

28 10 

6 4 

2 

23 17 45 

Arsenal 

21 

7 

2 

1 

21 10 

6 3 

2 

27 12 44 

Man City 

21 

6 

3 

1 

19 10 

7 0 

4 

22 16 42 

Man Utd 

22 

5 

5 

1 

17 9 

6 3 

2 

16 12 41 

Everton 

22 

6 

4 

1 

19 7 

4 2 

5 

14 16 36 

W.B.A. 

22 

6 

2 

3 

21 14 

3 3 

5 

9 14 32 

Stoke 

22 

4 

4 

3 

14 14 

3 3 

5 

14 20 28 

West Ham 

22 

5 

2 

4 

12 16 

3 2 

6 

17 20 28 

Bournemth 

22 

5 

3 

3 

21 17 

2 2 

7 

11 22 26 

Burnley 

21 

8 

1 

3 

20 11 

0 1 

8 

3 20 26 

SAINTS 

21 

4 

3 

3 

10 11 

2 3 

6 

9 15 24 

Watford 

22 

4 

3 

4 

15 17 

2 3 

6 

10 21 24 

Leicester 

21 

5 

3 

3 

16 13 

0 3 

7 

8 21 21 

Middlesbro 

22 

3 

2 

6 

10 13 

1 6 

4 

8 12 20 

Swansea 

22 

2 

2 

7 

14 27 

3 1 

7 

12 24 18 

Crystal P 

22 

2 

1 

8 

13 16 

2 3 

6 

17 25 16 

Hull 

21 

3 

3 

5 

14 21 

1 1 

8 

6 24 16 

Sunderlnd 

22 

3 

2 

6 

14 20 

1 1 

9 

6 22 15 

SkyBet Championship 

A. Villa. 





....2 

Preston North End ....2 

Adomah 22,36 pen 






Hugill 64,76 

HT 2-0 








Att 32,415 

Barnsley. 





....L 

Leeds Utd 


. L 

HT L-L 









Blarkhurn 




....1 

Birminahm 

1 

Graham 45 







Jutkiewicz 3 pen 

HT 1-1 








Att 12,035 

Cardiff. 





....1 

Burton Albion.0 

Healey 90 









HT 0-0 









Derby Cty 





....3 

Reading... 


. 2 

Bent 36 








Swift 16 

Ince 63 








Meite 80 

Hughes 74 









HT 1-1 








Att 28,393 

Hiiririersflrl 




....2 

Ipswich.... 


o 

Brown 41 









Schindler 57 









HT 1-0 








Att 19,113 

Newcastle. 




....4 

Rotherham... 

. 0 

Murphy 45 









Ritchie 49,77 









Perez 59 









HT 1-0 








Att 52,208 

Norwich.. 





....3 

Wolves. 

.... 

. 1 

Naismith 13 






Helder Costa 57 pen 

Brady 75 pen 









Howson 90 









HT 1-0 








Att 26,303 

Nottm For. 




....1 

Bristol C.. 


. 0 

Osborn 67 









HT 0-0 








Att 17,418 

Q.P.R . 





....1 

Fulham .... 


. 1 

Manning 25 








Martin 75 

HT 1-0 








Att 17,025 

Wigan . 





....2 

Brentford . 


. 1 

Morsy 28 








Jota 86 

Dean 32 og 









HT 2-0 








Att 10,244 




HOME 

AWAY 


P W 

D 

L 

F A 

W D 

L 

F A Pt 

Newcastle 

27 

9 

0 

4 

30 13 

10 1 

3 

24 8 58 

Brighton 

26 10 

2 

J 

27 7 

7 4 

2 

15 11 57 

Huddersfld 

27 

9 

2 

2 

19 11 

6 2 

6 

13 19 49 

Leeds Utd 

26 

9 

2 

3 

19 9 

6 1 

5 

16 15 48 

Reading 

26 

8 

3 

2 

20 10 

6 1 

6 

18 26 46 

Sheff Wed 

.27. 

.9. 

1 

3 

18 11 

4 5 

5_ 

13 15 45 

Derby Cty 

27 

7 

4 

3 

15 7 

5 3 

5 

12 14 43 

Fulham 

26 

5 

5 

4 

25 18 

5 5 

2 

19 13 40 

Norwich 

27 

9 

1 

3 

27 12 

3 3 

8 

18 28 40 

Preston N E 27 

6 

3 

5 

20 16 

5 4 

4 

17 18 40 

Barnsley 

26 

5 

4 

4 

23 21 

6 1 

6 

20 18 38 

Birminghm 

27 

6 

4 

4 

19 18 

3 6 

4 

12 18 37 

A. Villa 

27 

6 

7 

0 

21 12 

2 5 

7 

7 15 36 

Ipswich 

27 

6 

5 

3 

19 14 

3 2 

8 

9 19 34 

Brentford 

27 

5 

4 

4 

19 13 

4 2 

8 

15 22 33 

Cardiff 

26 

6 

2 

6 

15 18 

3 4 

5 

16 22 33 

Q.P.R. 

27 

4 

4 

6 

13 20 

5 2 

6 

13 17 33 

Wolves 

27 

4 

3 

6 

18 22 

4 5 

5 

16 15 32 

Nottm For 

27 

6 

3 

4 

22 19 

2 3 

9 

16 26 30 

Bristol C 

27 

6 

1 

6 

17 16 

2 2 

10 

18 23 27 

Wigan 

27 

3 

3 

7 

10 15 

3 4 

7 

14 17 25 

Burton Alb 

27 

5 

2 

6 

13 12 

1 5 

8 

13 25 25 

Blackburn 

27 

4 

5 

5 

20 22 

2 2 

9 

12 22 25 

Rotherham 

27 

4 

3 

6 

17 20 

0 1 

13 

10 40 16 


SkyBet League One 


Bradford.1 

Meredith 60 
HT 0-0 

Charlton.P 

Postponed - due to frozen pitch. 

Chesterfld.0 

HT 0-0 

Coventry.0 

HT 0-0 

M K Dons.5 

Agard 38 
Aneke 43 pen,56 
Potter 63 
Barnes 79 
HT 2-0 

Rochdale.0 


HT 0-2 

Sheff Utd.2 

Sharp 32 
Freeman 61 
HT 1-0 

Shrewsbry.1 

Ladapo 68 
HT 0-0 

Southend.P 

Posptoned - due to frozen pitch. 

Swindon.0 

HT 0-0 

Walsall.3 

O’Connell 45 
Jackson 68 
Edwards 73 
HT 1-0 


Millwall.1 

Gregory 50 
Att 17,712 

Scunthorpe.P 

AFC Wimbledon.0 

Att 6,379 

Fleetwood Town.1 

Bolger 90 
Att 8,129 

Northmptn.3 

Wylde 61 
Richards 71,84 pen 


Att 12,300 

Oxford Utd.4 

Johnson 18 
Hall 29 
Taylor 53 
Ledson 73 
Att 3,246 

Gillingham.2 

Wright 51,58 


Att 5,537 

Bolton.P 


P W [ 

Sheff Utd 28 10 : 
Scunthorpe 27 8 1 
Bolton 26 9 I 
Fleetwood T 27 9 ■ 
Bradford 28 6 I 
Rochdale 27 10 _ 


2 23 10 
0 30 10 
2 22 10 
1 25 13 
0 22 10 

3 28 13 


W D L F A 


4 23 
4 13 

6 15 
4 12 

7 13 


16 46 
13 46 
23 45 


Southend 

27 

7 

5 

3 

25 

18 

4 

4 

4 

14 

16 

42 

Peterboro 

26 

5 

5 

3 

24 

15 

6 

3 

4 

16 

16 

41 

Millwall 

27 

7 

3 

3 

22 

12 

4 

4 

6 

20 

28 

40 

Bristol R 

28 

8 

3 

3 

29 

19 

3 

3 

8 

18 

31 

39 

Wimbledon 

27 

5 

4 

4 

26 

18 

4 

6 

4 

12 

15 

37 

Oxford Utd 

27 

6 

4 

3 

16 

11 

4 

3 

7 

18 

19 

37 

Walsall 

27 

6 

4 

4 

24 

21 

3 

6 

4 

9 

14 

37 

Charlton 

26 

5 

5 

3 

18 

10 

3 

7 

3 

15 

16 

36 

Port Vale 

26 

7 

4 

3 

23 

17 

1 

4 

7 

6 

22 

32 

M K Dons 

26 

3 

4 

7 

19 

26 

5 

3 

4 

15 

11 

31 

Gillingham 

27 

5 

4 

3 

16 

12 

3 

3 

9 

18 

31 

31 

Northmptn 

28 

4 

2 

7 

20 

20 

4 

4 

7 

19 

28 

30 

Swindon 

28 

5 

3 

6 

14 

13 

2 

5 

7 

13 

28 

29 

Shrewsbry 

28 

5 

3 

6 

14 

16 

2 

4 

8 

13 

24 

28 

Bury 

28 

5 

0 

8 

23 

24 

2 

5 

8 

20 

31 

26 

Chesterfld 

28 

6 

3 

5 

18 

19 

1 

2 

11 

10 

26 

26 

Oldham 

26 

2 

5 

5 

5 

11 

2 

5 

7 

8 

17 

22 

Coventry 

27 

3 

6 

4 

13 

12 

1 

3 

10 

10 

27 

21 


SkyBet League Two 


HT 1-1 

Barnet. 

HT 0-0 

Blackpool.... 

Mellor 70 
Delfouneso 90 
HT 0-1 

Cambridge... 

Maris 8 


HT 1-1 

Cheltnham.1 

Holman 85 
HT 0-1 

Crawley.P 

Postponed - due to frozen pitch. 

Doncaster.3 

Grant 22 
Marquis 56 
Rowe 68 
HT 1-1 

Exeter.3 

Reid 20 
Wheeler 77 
McAlinden 89 
HT 1-0 

Grimsby.2 

Bogle 27 
Vernon 82 
HT 1-0 

Hartlepool.2 

Featherstone 41 
Walker 45 
HT 2-0 

Leyton O.P 

Postponed - due to frozen pitch. 

Wycombe.1 

Akinfenwa 82 
HT 0-0 


HOME 

P W D L F A 
Doncaster 27 11 3 0 29 12 

Plymouth 26 8 3 3 25 19 

Carlisle 27 8 4 1 26 16 


Carlisle.1 

Beckles 20 og 

Att 2,634 

Newport County.0 

Att 2,623 

Yeovil.2 

Zoko 34 

Ward 80 

Att 2,885 

Mansfield.3 

Legge 43 og 

Pearce 58 

Coulthirst 73 

Att 4,211 

Plymouth.2 

Bradley 26,90 
Att 4,729 

POMPEY.P 

Crewe.1 


Att 4,114 

Notts Cnty.0 


Att 5,421 

Stevenage.0 


W D L F A 


5 26 
3 18 
2 22 


22 58 
9 54 
21 48 


POOLS 
C 


POMPEY 

26 

7 

2 

3 

25 

11 

6 

4 

4 

15 

15 

45 

Wycombe 

26 

8 

3 

2 

19 

10 

4 

4 

5 

15 

18 

43 

Luton 

26 

5 

4 

3 

19 

14 

6 

5 

3 

18 

10 

42 

Colchester 

27 

7 

2 

3 

25 

16 

4 

5 

6 

16 

18 

40 

Barnet 

27 

4 

6 

4 

16 

18 

6 

4 

3 

21 

19 

40 

Exeter 

26 

3 

2 

7 

12 

13 

9 

1 

4 

27 

14 

39 

Cambridge 

26 

5 

3 

6 

18 

18 

6 

3 

3 

18 

11 

39 


Grimsby 27 
Mansfield 27 
Blackpool 26 
Crawley 25 
Stevenage 27 
Yeovil 26 
Morecambe 25 
Hartlepool 27 
Crewe 27 
Acc Stanley 26 
Leyton O 26 
Cheltnham 26 


3 6 17 18 
5 4 15 10 

4 3 22 13 

3 2 17 11 
1 8 24 26 

3 4 16 10 
1 8 15 25 

5 5 16 19 
5 5 14 16 
5 5 16 19 
1 10 12 20 
5 7 17 21 


18 13 39 
14 20 37 
16 14 36 
14 27 35 

16 20 33 
12 21 32 

17 18 31 

19 25 30 
12 23 28 

8 16 26 
16 19 25 
11 18 24 


Notts Cnty 27 1 5 8 11 21 
Newport C 26 1 4 7 15 24 


17 29 23 
14 21 19 


Scottish Cup Fourth Round 


Aberdeen. 

Rooney 30,50 per 
McGinn 35,54 
HT 2-0 

Alloa. 

McCluskey 68 
Spence 90 

HT 0-2 

Ayr Utd. 

HT 0-0 

Bonnyrigg R< 

Hoskins 33 pen 


Taylor 82 
Att 6,029 


HT 0-1 

Elgin... 


Kilmarnock.0 


HT 0-0 

Livingston.. 

HT 0-1 

Morton. 

Lindsay 39 
Forbes 47 
HT 1-0 

Partick. 

Erskine 10,31 
Lawless 30 
Osman 64 
HT 3-0 

Rangers. 


Att 2,349 

...4 Formartine United.0 


HT 0-0 

Ross Cnty... 

Routis 6,76 
Quinn 16 
Chow 28 
Boyce 30 
O’Brien 90 
HT 4-2 

St Johnstn.. 

MacLean 6 
Alston 32 
HT 2-0 

Stirling A. 

Bikey 9,84 

HT 1-1 


Att 2,782 

Motherwell.1 

Moult 74 
Att 31,921 

Dundee Utd.2 

Andreu 14,45 


Att 2,440 

...2 Stenhsmuir.0 


Clyde.. 


MacDonald 24,62 


Ladbrokes Scottish Prem 


HOME 

P W D L F A 

20 9 0 0 26 4 

21 7 3 1 16 6 

20 5 3 1 16 6 

21 6 3 2 23 8 

St Johnstn 20 3 3 4 13 14 

s Cnty _ _2_1 _ _3_ _4 _ 4_ 14 _2_0_ _ 


Celtic 

Rangers 

Aberdeen 

Hearts 


Partick 21 
Dundee 21 
Motherwell 20 
Kilmarnock, 21 
Hamilton 21 


5 12 16 

4 14 13 

5 16 18 
4_ 9 _1_2_ _ 
4 11 15 


W D L F A Pt 

10 1 0 28 10 58 

4 3 3 12 15 39 

6 1 4 19 13 37 

2 4 4 15 18 31 

4 4 2 12 10 28 

__2_ _ 4_ _ 4__9_ 16 23 

3 3 4 12 13 22 

2 1 7 7 15 22 

2 4 4 9 15 21 

_ _2_ _ 4_ _ 5 _ _ 7 _ 23 20 

0 6 4 10 16 17 


Inverness CT21 2 4 4 16 18 1 3 7 10 22 16 


Ladbrokes Scottish Ch’ship 


Dumbarton. 

Nade 61 
HT 0-1 

HOME 

P W D L F 
Hibernian 21 6 3 


Queen Sth.2 

Thomas 24,68 
Att 825 

AWAY 

t W D L F A Pt 
1 15 5 45 


^ lO CD N OO 


Dundee Utd 21 

7 

3 

0 

18 

9 

4 

3 

4 

12 

11 

39 

Morton 

20 

7 

4 

0 

16 

7 

2 

3 

4 

13 

13 

34 

Falkirk 

21 

5 

3 

3 

19 

15 

3 

4 

3 

12 

10 

31 

Queen Sth 

22 

3 

3 

4 

15 

18 

4 

4 

4 

15 

15 

28 

Dunfrmline 

21 

3 

4 

3 

15 

17 

3 

3 

5 

12 

13 

25 

Raith 

20 

4 

3 

3 

11 

12 

2 

4 

4 

10 

12 

25 

Dumbarton 

22 

3 

4 

5 

8 

13 

2 

2 

6 

15 

20 

21 

Ayr Utd 

21 

2 

3 

5 

8 

15 

2 

5 

4 

11 

16 

20 

St Mirren 

21 

1 

4 

6 

6 

16 

1 

3 

6 

13 

22 

13 


Ladbrokes Scottish Lge 1 


HOME 

P W D L F A 
Livingston 20 6 0 3 22 11 


AWAY 

D L F A Pt 
0 3 24 13 42 


Alloa 21 3 3 4 16 13 

Airdrieonins 21 4 2 5 15 21 

Brechin 20 4 1 5 10 12 


Queen Park 20 5 1 5 10 13 

East Fife 20 5 2 4 16 12 

Albion R 19 4 0 5 11 12 

Peterhead 21 2 2 6 13 20 


Stenhsmuir 21 2 3 6 12 25 


3 2 25 16 33 

1 3 19 15 33 

0 41410 31 

2 3 10 12 30 

3 3 11 10 29 

3 3 15 13 27 

2 4 J1 13 25 

0 6 15 18 21 


Stranraer 21 3 1 6 13 18 3 1 7 13 18 20 


Ladbrokes Scottish Lge 2 


Att 8,960 

Dunfrmline.3 

Clark 12 
McMullan 44 
Cardie 60 
Att 1,871 

Queen Park.0 

Att 1,326 

Hibernian.8 

Shinnie 11 
Keatings 15,76 
Humphrey 24 
Cummings 52,72 
Stevenson 61 
Forster 82 

St Mirren.2 

Sutton 25 
Mackenzie 50 
Att 3,622 

Inverness CT 2 

Cole 32 
Doumbouya 66 
Att 3,624 

Hamilton.1 

Bingham 90 pen 
Att 2,944 

East Fife.1 

Paterson 27 
Att 726 

Falkirk.0 


Arbroath.1 

Doris 12 

HT 1-1 

Edinburgh City.0 

HT 0-1 

Montrose.2 

McLauchlan 39 og 
Fraser 88 pen 
HT 1-0 

HOME 

P W D L F A 

Forfar 21 6 2 2 25 16 

Arbroath 21 5 4 2 21 11 

Elgin 20 5 1 4 23 14 

AnnanAth _ _2_1_ _5_ _1_ _ 4_ 18 _15_ 

Clyde 19 5 2 2 18 14 

Montrose 20 2 5 4 11 19 

Stirling A 20 3 4 3 13 14 

Edinburgh C 20 2 2 7 11 16 

Berwick 20 2 3 4 13 16 

Cowdenbth 20 3 1 6 10 14 


Annan Athletic.2 

Ramsay 40 pen 
Krissian 68 
Att 566 

Forfar.1 

Cox 37 pen 
Att 352 

Cowdenbth.1 

Brett 85 

Att 432 

AWAY 

W D L F A Pt 

8 2 1 21 13 46 

5 4 1 17 11 38 

6 0 4 24 12 34 

16.22 28 
2 2 6 11 19 25 

4 1 4 11 14 24 

2 3 5 17 23 22 

3 4 2 8 9 21 

3 3 5 10 20 21 

2 3 5 14 20 19 


Vanarama National League 


Boreham W.0 

HT 0-0 

Chester FC.1 

Alabi 60 pen 
HT 0-0 

Dagenham.P 

Postponed - due to frozen pitch. 

Forest Grn.1 

Clough 59 
HT 0-1 

Gateshead.1 

Burrow 35 
HT 1-1 

Macclesfld.1 

Holroyd 31 
HT 1-1 

Maidstone Utd.2 

Sam-Yorke 53 
Paxman 69 
HT 0-0 

Southport.2 

McKeown 50 
Weeks 90 

HT 0-1 

Sutton Utd.1 

Tubbs 73 
HT 0-1 

Woking.P 

Postponed - due to frozen pitch. 

York. 

Morgan-Smith 22 
Newton 90 
HT 1-0 

HOME 

P W D L F A 

Lincoln City 27 10 3 2 33 11 

Forest Grn 29 6 8 1 28 18 

Tranmere 27 10 1 2 19 8 

Dagenham 28 7 3 4 21 17 

Dover_.29 .8. .2.4. 32 .22. 

Barrow 27 8 4 1 23 8 

Aldershot 29 10 1 3 23 9 

Gateshead 29 5 8 2 26 14 

Chester FC 29 8 3 4 29 17 

Macclesfld 27 7 1 6 21 15 

Boreham W 29 6 4 5 12 9 

EASTLEIGH 28 6 4 3 21 15 

Wrexham 30 8 4 3 16 12 

Bromley 28 6 2 6 17 24 

Sutton Utd 28 9 3 3 21 15 

Solihull Moors28 5 2 6 22 24 
Braintree Tn 29 3 3 8 15 23 

Torquay 29 6 3 5 20 16 

Southport 29 5 4 6 25 30 

Maidstone Utd29 4 3 8 17 30 

Guiseley 29 6 4 4 24 19 

Woking 28 5 4 5 23 20 

N Ferriby 30 4 2 8 8 18 

York 29 4 6 5 17 16 


Solihull Moors.0 

Att 322 

Wrexham.1 

Rooney 53 
Att 3,961 

Bromley.P 

Braintree Town.1 

Cheek 14 

Aldershot.1 

Rendell 41 
Att 653 

Guiseley.2 

Rankine 29 pen,48 
Att 1,349 

Torquay.1 

Williams 63 

N Ferriby.4 

Bateson 8 
Oliver 69 
Kendall 85 
Thompson 89 
Att 795 

EASTLEIGH.1 

Garrett 6 
Att 2,179 

Tranmere.P 

2 Barrow.1 

Williams 74 
Att 2,430 

AWAY 

W D L F A Pt 

8 1 3 24 15 58 

9 1 4 30 16 54 

6 4 4 19 14 53 

9 1 4 26 14 52 

___ 7__ _2__ 6. 26.23 49 

4 6 4 19 19 46 

3 6 6 14 20 46 

6 2 6 20 16 43 

3 7 4 16 18 43 

6 3 4 18 14 43 

5 5 4 18 16 42 

4 7 4 21 20 41 

2 5 8 12 25 39 

5 3 6 18 17 38 

1 3 9 10 21 36 

4 5 6 16 21 34 

5 4 6 17 26 31 

2 3 10 12 26 30 

3 2 9 11 30 30 

4 2 8 16 24 29 

1 3 11 10 27 28 

2 2 10 17 33 27 

4 1 11 10 27 27 

1 4 9 10 31 25 


CD h- CO 05 


NON LEAGUE 
FOOTBALL 

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
SOUTH 

Bishops Stortford 1 Concord 
Rangers 0 

East Thurrrock pp Margate 
Ebbsfleet United 2 Chelmsford 
City 0 

Hampton & Richmond pp Gosport 
Borough 

Hungerford Town pp Truro 
Maidenhead United pp Eastbourne 
Borough 

Oxford City pp Bath City 
Poole Town pp St Albans City 
Welling United pp Dartford 
Weston-s-Mare pp Wealstone 
Whitehawk pp Hemel Hempstead 
EV0-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division 
Banbury United 2 St Neots 1 
Basingstoke Town pp Dunstable 
Town 

Chesham United pp Frame Town 
Cinderford pp Leaminton 
Dorchester pp Hayes & Yeading 
Hitchin pp Cirencester 
Kettering 1 Merthyr Town 3 
Kings Lynn 1 Weymouth 6 
Redditch United 0 Biggleswade 2 
Slough 0 Chippenham 1 
St Ives 2 Kings Langley 1 
Division One South & West 
Barnstaple Town 1 Wimborne 0 
Bishops Cleeve pp Larkhall Athletic 
Didcot Town pp Shortwood United 
Evesham United 1 North Leigh 1 
Paulton Rovers pp AFC Totton 
Salisbuiy pp Bridgwater 
Slimbsridge pp Tiverton 
Swindon Supermarine pp 
Mangotsfield United 
Taunton Town pp Wantage 
Winchester City pp Bideford 
Yate Town 0 Hereford 2 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division 
Fawley 3 Cowes Sports 1 
AFC Portchester 3 Whitchurch 
United 1 

Hamworthy United 1 Andover 
Town 1 
Division One 
All games postponed. 

PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE 
PREMIER LEAGUE 
Premier Division 
Hayling United 5 Liss Athletic 2 
Infinity 2 Fleetlands 6 
OK Southampton 2 Stockbridge 1 
Combination 
Bush Hill 2 Four Marks 0 
Headley 1 Hayling 2 
Paulsgrove 4 Clanfield 3 
All other matches postponed. 
WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 
Division One East 
Alton 0 Sholing 2 
Division One West 
Team Solent 2 Totton & Eling 2 
DREW SMITH GROUP 
SOUTHAMPTON LEAGUE 
Premier 

BTC Soton 1 AFC Gulf Western 0 
Chamberlayne AFC 4 Soton 
University 1 

Comrades pp Braishfield 
Hedge End Town 2 Nursling 5 
Senior 1 

Alderbury pp Comrades Res 
Montefiore Halls pp Athletico 
Romsey 

Priory Rovers 2 Bishops Waltham 3 
Supp Trophy Group Matches 
AFC Botley 1 Durley 3 
Warsash Wass pp Park Sports. 
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